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LOTUS LINES   
OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE EVERGREEN LOTUS CAR CLUB  Winter 2013 
 
 

From the Chairman’s Desktop 
By Doug Jackson 
 
As most of you know, a group of us just got together a few 
weeks ago for the annual ELCC Planning Meeting and I think 
we can look forward to a real nice variety of events and 
activities for 2013, but first, I thought it might be interesting to 
take a look back at 2012 to remind ourselves of a few of the 
fun things we did last year. 
 
Our car club members got to take part in some pretty fun 
events and activities last year, including: a bunch of the casual 
"First Thursday" get togethers; a "Shop Tour" of Tony 
Garmey's Horizon Racing out in Carnation during February; a 
special "Track Tour" of the brand new Ridge Motorsports Park 
in Shelton in March; a few of us enjoyed a "Contractor's Tour" 
of the nearly completed LeMay - America's Car Museum in 
Tacoma, also in March; in April we had a "Shop Tour" of the 
DeLorean Auto Corp. facility in Bellevue along with Giles 
Cooper in his Elise from Australia on his way to Alaska and the 
"Tulip Rally" up in Skagit County; of course there were a 
number of the "Exotics In Redmond" on several Saturdays 
during the spring and summer; and several of our members 
enjoyed the SOVREN "Spring Sprints" vintage races at Pacific 
Raceway in Kent and a few of us took part in the All British 
Field Meet (ABFM) up in Vancouver, BC during May; June was 
a busy month, what with the Grand Opening at LeMay - 
America's Car Museum, Lotus Cup USA down at ORP in Oregon 
and the beginnings of the Pacific Northwest Historics at Pacific 
Raceway in Kent; the Pacific Northwest Historics continued into 
July and there was an "ELCC Movie Night" at Park Place Ltd. in 
Bellevue and the Western Washington ABFM in Bellevue later 
in the month; in August the ELCC "Summer BBQ/Picnic" was 
held and the San Juan Concours event also occurred that 
month; there was a "Open Track Day" at Portland International 
Raceway, the Portland ABFM and a number of other activities 
over the Labor day Weekend, plus in September there was 
also the SOVREN "Fall Finale" at Pacific Raceway; October was 
a "light one" for the ELCC, but there was still the interesting 
Maryhill Car Show & Hill Climb to attend in Goldendale; 
       
       
       

November found me and ELCC-member Phil Edwards attending 
a SOVREN Board Meeting to see if we could convince them to 
feature Lotus during the 2013 Fourth of July SOVREN 
"Historics", but they'd already chosen to honor Porsche, also 
during November there was an Alfa Romeo "Track Day" at the 
Bremerton Airport as well as the inaugural F1 race down in 
Austin, Texas which was attended by several ELCC members, 
and then in December; things remained fairly quiet for ELCC 
members other than the "Holiday Party" that was attended by 
about twenty people... and that brings us to this year. 
 
Of course, we will continue our tradition of holding our casual 
"First Thursday" get together on (... wait for it) Thursday 
evenings at a few different friendly taverns or pubs, so look for 
the e-mailed Evites about these. February will be fairly "light", 
but I am trying to arrange for a couple of "Shop Tours" at new 
locations and then in April, things begin to pick up with an 
SCCA event occurring out at The Ridge Motorsports Park the 
weekend of 12-14, the really fun "Tulip Rally" on the 20th and 
SOVREN's "Spring Sprints" on the weekend of the 27th & 28th. 
In May, the NW Porsche Car Club will be having a "Track Day" 
event at The Ridge on the 3rd and on the 8th the local NW 
Ferrari Car Club will be out there, and on May 18th the 
wonderful Vancouver ABFM will be held in the VanDusen 
Botanical Gardens. 
 
During June, July & August there will be lots of fun activities to 
choose from, but the best two will be the multi-day West Coast 
Lotus Meet which we are “Hosting" this year on July 4th thru 
the 7th and the Western Washington ABFM on July 27th... 
check out the websites for the last two events mentioned at 
www.elcc.org/2013wclm and www.abfm.com 
 
So there, that ought to give you a sense of what happened last 
year and a brief introduction to a few of the events and 
activities coming up this year. 
 
Get your Lotus car(s) out of the garage and give it (them) 
some exercise!  /LL 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.abfm.com/
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LOTUS LINES IS THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE 
EVERGREEN LOTUS CAR CLUB. 
 
Opinions expressed in Lotus Lines are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily represent those of the ELCC or its 
officers.  Use all technical information at your own risk.  
Please submit all articles, artwork, and photographs to the 
Editor.  All other official business should be directed to the 
Chairman.  Other Lotus Clubs are welcome to use the 
material printed in Lotus Lines, provided that the ELCC, Lotus 

Lines and the author are duly credited.  The ELCC is not 
affiliated with and does not represent Lotus Cars Ltd., Group 
Lotus, Team Lotus, or any Lotus related organization. 
Membership in the ELCC is $25/year, with the Membership 
year starting in January, and is prorated in three months 
increments.  Membership includes a Club Roster and a 
subscription to Lotus Lines.   
 

Contact us: 
Evergreen Lotus Car Club 
PO Box 40481 
Bellevue, WA 98015-4481 
www.elcc.org 
 
 
The ELCC Officers are elected bi-annually, 
 and currently those Officers are: 
 
Chairman: DOUG JACKSON 
206-300-9130 
chair@elcc.org 
 
Membership: ALAN PERRY 
206-855-9464 
alanp@snowmoose.com 
 
Treasurer: GARY HOLT 
gr_holt@comcast.net 
 
Web Master: ROBERT VETS 
web@elcc.org 
 
Advertising: AIMEE HOU 
classifieds@elcc.org 
 
Editor: CHRIS CURTIN 
editor@elcc.org 
 
 

 
 

2013 Schedule 
 

March  

7  First Thursday 

18  WCLM “Early Bird” registration ends 
 

April  
4  First Thursday 

13-14  SCCA sanctioned race at the Ridge 

20  "Tulip Rally", Burlington  

27-28  SOVREN's "Spring Sprints" at Pacific Raceways 
 

May  
2  First Thursday 

18  Vancouver All British Field Meet; Vancouver, BC  
 

June  
4  WCLM “Late” registration begins 

6  First Thursday 

15  July 4 Track Day registration must meet min. #. 

21-22  Olympus Rally  

23  WCLM “Late” registration ends 
 

July  
3  Pre-WCLM activity in Portland  

4  Pre-WCLM Lotus driving event at Pacific Raceway  

4-7  West Coast Lotus Meet; Greater Seattle area 

8  Post-WCLM Tour in British Columbia 

26  Cocktail Party pre-Western Washington ABFM  

27  WW All British Field Meet; Bellevue 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.elcc.org/
mailto:chair@elcc.org
mailto:alanp@snowmoose.com
mailto:gr_holt@comcast.net
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Thoughts about the Formula 1 Race AUSTIN, TX, 
NOV. 16-18, 2012 
By Alice Larson 
 
For me the races were about sights and sounds, plus being 

impressed with my attending a Formula 1 race and what 

Austin had done with the venue. 

Day One as we approached the track in our car, my buddy Jim and I 
heard this faint high pitched noise.  I rolled down the window.  
Clearly it was the Formula cars practicing.  It is an amazing sound; 
not guttural at all but a high whine.  I loved it.  Made us both grin 
from ear to ear. 

We found our parking lot with no problem and were directed to a 
handicapped spot, again no problem.  We walked toward the track 
and found wonderful, helpful people with track maps and 
instructions telling us where and how to go.  We had two options: 
walk about 15 minutes over the bridge that is over the track or take 
a tram.  We opted for the tram given Jim’s knees.  (Note: the tram 
system used on the first day turned out to be unable to go up hills 
when fully loaded.  Overnight, the planners totally revamped the 
system changing to buses which worked perfectly.  This is just one 
example of how I thought the people in charge were on top of 
things.) 

I ran over to the fence while we were waiting for the tram just to 
look.  The F 1 racers looked exactly like my small model cars, a sight I 
never thought I’d see for real.  I was thrilled.   

The tram let us off at the Grand Promenade – main entrance.  This is 
the location for all the souvenir vendors where each team had its 
own.  I quickly located the Lotus Team booth where I proceeded to 
purchase the only thing under $50 – a plastic bag and a small one at 
that.  The bag they put my purchase in was perhaps the best part – 
Lotus F1 – black and gold. 

And so the theme for anything associated with the race: EXPENSIVE, 
$20 program, $4.50 water, $9 beer, $6 peanuts.  We learned after 
the first day that the “ban” on bringing in food and drink was not 
exactly enforced so were able to cut costs considerably. 

It’s Texas, so everyone was friendly and talking.  A big question was 
“where are you from?”  The other thing that got attention for us was 
both Jim and I were wearing JPS jackets and hats I had acquired in 
Vancouver in the 1980s.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lots of comments, and this gear fit right in during the running of the 
vintage Formula cars which included two of the original JPS Lotus. 

Our seats at turn 12 were great.  You could see almost the whole 
track from where we were sitting.  Immediately in front of us was 
the end of the longest straight stretch.  The cars were going 200 
mph plus down that stretch and then had to brake and do a sharp 
left turn.  Since none of the drivers had previously driven the track, it 
was fun to watch them practice this maneuver getting better all the 
time so by Sunday there was little off the track at this turn.   

After turn 12, there were two more clearly visible from our seats, 
then another short straight-away under the bridge that goes across 
the track, past the start/finish line and then out into the first turn 
which was an uphill then downhill “U.”  Even this was visible from 
our seats.  Then past more grandstands.  In sum, I believe we could 
see more than half of the entire track from our location.  In fact, it 
seems that any spot along the track would enable you to see a great 
deal more than just what was in front of you.  Great planning! 

Upon sitting and getting the “where are you from” question, I 
discovered the people on my left were from Olympia, and the 
people in the row in front of them were from Yakima.  Chris Curtin 
and his wife Pat were on my right.  It appears the seat planners 
decided to put all those strange Northwesterners who requested 
seats in our section in one spot.   

The first day of practice, the racers after the Formula cars were 
Ferrari 458 Italia’s and then Porsche 996/997 GT3s. Normally, I 
would be impressed.  But after watching the Formula cars, the 
others seemed so sloooow – like turtles.  However, the sound of the 
other racers was also more like I am used to with a fast car: low and 
guttural. 

My last impression to share is of the crowd.  It had a decidedly 
foreign flair.  I would say the majority were Americans, most from 
Texas but also from every other state.  A third or more were not 
Americans.  Most of these were from Mexico, a country crazy about 
fast cars.  And they were clearly having the most fun.  There were 
costumes and singing and shouting all in good humor.  Mexico is so 
close to Austin that I am sure they will be a contingent into the 
future of these races.  The other two countries prominently 
represented were Italy and Brazil.  Everyone got along extremely 
well and definitely an event worth attending.  I sure am glad I did! 
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Across the road from Alice 
By Tim Barker 
 
I would just like to add a couple of things to Alice’s fine appraisal of 
the race. We were across the track from Alice and Jim at turn 13. 
Seeing as this was Texas’s first F1 rodeo I also noticed that if there 
were any issues, the circuit organizers were very quick to resolve 
them to the best of their ability. For example, there is only a one 
bridge system to cross the circuit from one side to the other and on 
the first practice day it was a 30-45 minute wait to cross. Not so on 
the second day, there were very polite policemen and stewards who 
set up a one way system so that the worst wait we encountered was 
10 minutes. Alice mentioned the tram debacle but there were the 
circuit organizers, very quick to act. 
 
It seems that wherever you are on the circuit as Alice mentioned you 
can see so much of the rest of the circuit which was a good thing 
seeing as the massive Jumbotron TV’s were not up to scratch and 
often you could not see the screens. 
I was with a group who were American F1 virgins and I found it very 
interesting that after three days of F1 indoctrination into the 
nuances of the sport by the token Brit and watching the race they all 
felt that it was an amazing experience and would all be back for next 
year’s event. 
 
We felt that this entire event was a great success, so much so that 
on the first day of practice they ran out of food & beer! Then the 
circuit organizers got reinforcements and this happened: 
“AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Circuit of the Americas became the state's 
top liquor seller in November as the inaugural Formula One race 
weekend in Austin drew more than 260,000 fans. The Texas 
comptroller's office says Circuit-related events had $2.8 million 
worth of beer, wine and mixed drink sales. The Austin American-
Statesman reported Monday that citywide alcohol sales for 
November reached $48.4 million, or 23 percent higher than a year 
earlier.” 
 
In my opinion this is a must see event on the racing calendar and I 
feel that the 2013 event will be even better than this event, just in 
the lessons learned by the circuit organizers. A great track, the 
drivers loved it and it showed in their race performances, the only 
downer of the weekend being that Lotus finished 6th and 7th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alice, Tim and Chris swap stories at COTA 

 
Tips for the USGP November 17, 2013: 
Get your earplugs ready, find a hotel in San Antonio (Vs Austin) to 
save money, drive on the new 85 MPH speed limit toll road to the 
Circuit of the Americas and get ready for the unique experience of 
F1 in 2013. 
 
Editorial Comments: 
When Lewis Hamilton passed Sebastian Vettel for the lead (and the 
ultimate win), we knew that turn 12 was the best place to be.  At the 
end of the longest straight, turn 12 was the best passing opportunity 
and the adjacent grandstand afforded views of turns 13, 14 and 15 
as well.  In addition, from this vantage point you could see the exit 
of turn 1 (using binoculars).   
 
Not as exciting as Lewis’ pass was seeing Button muscle his way past 
Kimi late in the race through this section.  About this time, Kimi’s 
Lotus seemed to lose pace and it looked like his teammate Roman 
Grosjean might catch and pass him, but they maintained positions 
for the remainder of the race (Team orders?). 
 
While TV coverage of F1 racing is excellent, the only way to 
experience the sound and excitement of the crowd is to be there in 
person! 
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Kimi Raikkonen placed sixth in a Lotus-Renault after winning in Abu Dhabi. 

 

 
Tight racing in Historic F1 between Lotus and March 

 

 
USGP Winner Lewis Hamilton in a McLaren-Mercedes 
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LeMay Museum History and Opening Day 
By John Scheidt 
 
As the opening day dust has settled over the new LeMay America’s 
Car Museum in Tacoma, I can tell you so far it’s been a big hit. Ten 
years ago when this whole thing was still a dream for everybody 
including Harold LeMay, who is no longer with us, they started a 
Charter Members group. I had been going to Harold and Nancy’s (his 
wife) private home for the past 16 years at that time for their once a 
year open house and car show. They talked about building a 
permanent museum for the public to enjoy all the time. I believed in 
the dream and signed up as soon as I heard about it. Well almost 11 
years later the dream has come true. There is a full time paid staff 
and a large amount of volunteers to make this work 7 days a week. 
It’s Huge with 4 floors and 6 ramps, 165,000 sq. ft. full of cars, with a 
cafe, theatre, gift shop, banquet room, meeting space, 4 lane slot 
car track, 3 race car simulators, Club Auto room and administration 
offices. The museum will hold up to 350 cars at a time. Not 
everything in the museum is from the LeMay collection. Ten 
Indianapolis cars are from private collectors and the Indy motor 
speedway with 12 cars from the Bulgari collection. A ramp full of 
Ferrari's, a ramp of British cars, and Electric cars way too many to list 
here. Out of 51 Tuckers built, number 7 is here from the LeMay 
family. The staff here is great and really care about what goes on. 
Dominic Dobson who is the Chief Marketing Officer of the museum 
is a retired racecar driver and has raced in the Indy 500 7 times and 
others. He has been a wealth of information to me about some of 
the cars I was not that familiar with. 
  
If you plan on going and I really hope you do, leave yourself at least 
2 hours to see and do everything. I don’t think 3 or 4 hours is too 
much if you really take the time to read about the cars on signs and 
monitors. There are race cars on a slot car track like when you were 
a kid and this is not a flat track either. The cost is $3.00. Spend time 
in the one of the 3 driving simulators for $8.00, see a 18 minute film 
for free in the theater about Harold and Nancy and how all this came 
about, with his 3,000 cars at one time in the collection, look in the 
gift shop, snack in the cafe and take all the pictures you want and 
see the wonderful view of the city from the upper deck, you could 
really be a while. I will be the first one to say; as you drive down I-5 
it’s a bit of an odd looking building. Once inside, the top floor is 
wood and beams and polished floors, it’s not what you think it 
would be from the outside.  
 
I signed up as a volunteer a while back, along with my wife. We went 
to some classes, did our back ground checks, pages of information, 
and we were ready for the pre-opening night dinner. Car people 
from all over the world and country were there, including Jay Leno. 
3 separate dinners were going on at the same time. All sold out 
starting at $75.00 and going up to $250.00 a plate. It was quite the 
evening, they sent us down to be fitted with 20's gangster outfits 
and I worked the big Gatsby dinner on the main floor, greeting 
people and keeping an eye on the cars, that were in rows on both 
sides of the tables. Jay gave a little talk after dinner to the crowd. I 
have now in a short time worked myself up to Docent/Tour Guide. 
  
Grand opening Saturday, June 2nd. People were lined up hours 
before the doors opened for the first time to the public. 
Photographers from everywhere were inside snapping last minute 
pictures before the crowd got turned loose. I watched over cars 
from opening until close both Saturday and Sunday. Saturday was a 
steady stream of people all day, it was crazy. Sunday was also 
steady, but you could move around easier.  

The 3.5 acre show field was full of cars and vendors from all over 
and some who drove to show their cars as well. I worked the 
Saturday before Father’s Day and we had 2,400 people that day. On 
Sunday, Father’s day, the total was 4,200 people. That’s a great 
turnout! 
They have group and company parties after hours and I work those 
as well. So far, everybody I have talked with has liked it and said they 
really enjoyed the whole experience. Admission is $14.00 for adults, 
65+/student/military is $12.00 and under-12 only $8.00. As the cars 
on loan go back to their homes approximately every 90 days or so, 
new cars will come in including the cars from the LeMay family 
museum. This museum will be ever changing unlike others where it’s 
the same cars year after year. A yearly membership of $50.00 gets 
you in as many times as you like along with a 10% discount in the gift 
shop and a nice color quarterly magazine.  
 
Maybe we could set up a Saturday to take the whole ELCC through 
and everybody goes racing. Remember, 90% of the people you see 
working are volunteers. Ticket sales, car monitors, theater people, 
simulator and slot car personal are all here for free, so stop and tell 
them how much you appreciate what they are doing. They are only 
doing this because they love cars and want to make your experience 
fun and memorable. Also, look for the 3 Lotus's in the building. 
There is a car for every age level. You can’t go through and not see 
something that does not take you back to wonderful time in your 
life. Something you had, or wanted. Something your dad or 
grandfather had. A few one-of-a-kind you have never seen 
anywhere and may never have the chance to see again once they 
are gone. It’s easy to find as it sits right next to the Tacoma Dome off 
I-5. Enjoy, I do every time I am there. 
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Opening Day at the LeMay Museum 
By Roger Neale 
 
On May 29th I picked up the latest Road & Track at the drug store 
and read “The first weekend in June was a momentous occasion for 
car enthusiasts as the newest and grandest automotive museum in 
the US opened its doors.”  Whoa, a DeLorean “Back to the Future” 
moment.  Fortunately for R & T’s credibility, the opening did indeed 
happen.  Our Lotus Cortina joined a very diverse field of about a 150 
cars invited to be part of the opening day car show on the museum’s 
expansive lawn.  Rain showers and sun alternated through the 
morning, leaving us all to decide whether to dry our cars or not.  I 
wiped mine down twice, and began thinking about how many rags I 
had brought.  But not to worry, the Griot’s tent had all the 
microfiber towels you could ever want. 

The building is an impressive structure.  I thought of a big graceful 
whale.  Rita thought of a zeppelin.  The design, in my view, is an 
excellent concept.  You enter the south end of the top level, and see 
a window at the north end looking out on downtown Tacoma and 
the sound.  The asymmetrical window made me think of the back 
seat side window of a mid-century sedan.  A suggestion: walk 
through this hall to the window, then come back to look at the cars.  
They are much better viewed with the light behind you. 

There are four sloping levels, each with a center hall presenting cars 
on both sides, and a narrower ramp on either side of the center halls 
with cars presented lengthwise against one wall.  I found these side 
ramps offered a very satisfying intimacy with the cars.  Looking 
down the ramp at a line of vintage Indy cars: Gorgeous.  Likewise the 
row of Ferraris, mostly borrowed for the opening from other 
collections, since the LeMay is almost entirely American cars. 

The car displays are supported by signage and graphic material.  The 
most engaging for me were the photos and history of the great pre-
war coachbuilders.  I was reminded that Delahaye and Duesenberg 
built chassis and drivetrains, not automobiles.  The work of the 
metal shapers, machinists and upholsterers on these cars was 
probably the last flourishing of the mediaeval craft guilds.  You won’t 
look at the splendid Duesenberg at the top of this ramp with quite 
the same eyes after absorbing this historic material.   

Everyone will have their favorites in the collection.  For me, two:  
there was a nice example of the 246 Dino in the Ferrari hall.  Not a 
particularly rare auto, but I think it’s the handsomest post-war 
sports car.  If Brancusi’s Bird in Flight is an artistic masterpiece of 
line and proportion, so is the Dino.  Second was the #98 Agajanian 
Special sprint car.  I remember this car very clearly from reading car 
mags like Speed Age in the early fifties.  This is what a race car 
should look like.  I tried to imagine what it would be like to drive it in 
a race. 

The cars we saw were a display curated for the opening weekend, 
and some will be returned to lending owners & collections.  The next 
time I visit, the Ferraris & the British Invasion display, including Arny 
Barer’s Elan, won’t be there.  But the LeMay, America’s Car 
Museum, will certainly be a destination for car enthusiasts 
everywhere.  I predict every one of you will enjoy a day there before 
long. 

 

 

 

 

Arny Barer’s 1964 Series 1 Elan 

 

 

1965 Lotus 35 
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Gearing up for the All British Field Meet 
By Steve Hanegan, Chairman, WW ABFM 
 
Preparations for the Western Washington ABFM start in mid-
September with the selection of next year’s featured marque. Once 
that is settled, time is spent researching that marque and learning 
what makes it unique. Next up is deciding on what format the show 
poster will take, whether artistically drawn like the 2012 poster or 
more photographically oriented like the 2011. Once that is decided, 
cars are gathered and many photos are taken. This year’s photos 
were taken to a local artist who created a hand drawn illustration of 
each model. The line drawings were then scanned and manipulated 
to create the master artwork for the poster. This rendering then 
becomes the mailed entry form, the art for the show’s t-shirt, grille 
badges, etc. 

Once the art is created, the advertisement and sponsorship 
solicitation can begin. It takes a fairly substantial amount of funds to 
put on the show; funding comes from entries, ads, regalia sales, 
parking and sponsorship. Some sponsors and advertisers have 
participated for years, but more need to be found and recruited 
each year. This involves many days of talks and driving, and is 
ongoing right through the deadline for printing the show program at 
the end of June. 

During this time, the website is updated for the upcoming show and 
comments and suggestions are solicited and reviewed.  By this time, 
it is January and it is time to attend club meetings and write and 
submit letters to the club newsletters to bring attention to the 
changes that come with each year’s event and drum up support 
from entrants. For 2012, there was a lot of exploration and 
conversations to set up live music, the youth judging and the food-
gathering contest with Food Lifeline. Details need to be hammered 
out: “Where do I park a 24’ Food Lifeline truck and how do I 
transport a 1000lb set of scales to weigh the contributions?” “How 
do I create a tally board that is visible across the field and who will 
build it?” “What size tent do I need for the live music?” “Who will be 
the band and what is a musician’s contract?”  “How many amplifiers 
and microphones can be run off of one 15 amp circuit?” (That last 
bit makes a HUGE difference in the band I hire and the type of music 
they play – no Beatles tribute bands here!) 

February is the annual meeting of the club representatives who are 
indispensible to the show. Ideas are exchanged, tasks are delegated 
and committees formed. February is also the time to pass out show 
posters for display in local firms, distribute the (in)famous window 
clings and solicit the membership directories from each of the clubs 
for the mailing of entry forms in April. 

March and April are occupied with ad sales, regalia and program 
design, talks with the caterer for the cocktail party and food vendors 
for the show. This is when the mailed entry form is created and 
processed. There are no difficult tasks with the ABFM, just ten 
thousand small ones that all need to come together at one time. 

 

May is when entries start coming in and need to be entered into the 
computers to facilitate ballots, window placards, car counts and field 
layout etc. This is when life starts to get quite busy! 

June means finalizing regalia and trophy orders, equipment rentals, 
printing bids and the start of putting together the field layout along 
with finalizing any vendor or special event plans. Promoting the 
ABFM is ongoing as we try to attend as many car events as possible. 

July is finalizing and finishing all the previous months of planning: 
Time for printing programs and ballots and the myriad of related 
documents; and making sure that all of the details are nailed down 
and assuring that I haven’t forgotten anything. We also get the club 
reps and the folks responsible for the parking for each marque 
together for a walk through of the field and planning how to park 
and display the cars. Then the day of show arrives! 

After the show, there is about a week of balancing the accounts, 
tallying the money, then paying the bills and taxes.  In an effort to 
make the ABFM a better show for all involved, we have instituted a 
new tradition of holding a “debriefing” barbeque in August. This has 
proven to be very successful, with lots of great information gathered 
to incorporate into the next year’s event. 

One month to rest, then it is time to start over again!  The date for 
the 2013 Western Washington ABFM is July 27 (http://abfm.com).  If 
you would like to help, contact Steve at steve@abfm.com.  

 

 

http://abfm.com/
mailto:steve@abfm.com
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Elise/Exige Oil Line Recall  
 
That huge sigh of relief you may have heard this winter was from 
thousands of Lotus owners who learned that the threat of losing 
their car’s oil supply, and possibly the engine, was about to end.  At 
long last, Lotus Cars USA has supplied their dealers with parts, tools 
and training to prevent the Elise and Exige oil lines separating from 
their fittings.  Here is a quick review of the saga.   
 
July 18, 2011 National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
Investigation #11V-510 opened. 
 
November 3, 2011 NHTSA #11V-510 closed with a Summary: 
 “On October 14, 2011, Lotus Cars USA Inc. notified the Office of 
Defects Investigation (ODI) that it will conduct a safety recall (11V-
510) to address concerns with engine oil cooler lines detaching from 
its crimped fitting on MY 2005-2006 Lotus Elise vehicles. In its 573 
report to ODI, Lotus indicated that they have identified instances 
where the oil cooler lines would detach from their fittings. Lotus 
attributes this condition to a majority of single supplier affected 
parts built from June 2004 to November 2006. Lotus states that the 
cause of the failure is an inadequate process by which the hose is 
crimped into its fitting by the supplier. In October 2006 the supplier 
implemented an improved crimping process. Reports indicated that 
this condition can occur while driving or while the vehicle is 
stationary with the engine running. In cases where the failure 
occurred while driving, oil would be expelled under pressure and 
could come into contact with the tires and or brake friction surfaces, 
potentially causing a loss of braking or vehicle control. One crash 
and one vehicle fire were also reported with no injuries. Additionally 
Lotus indicated that the same condition can occur in MY 2005-2006 
Exige vehicles as well. These vehicles are also included in the recall. 
The action taken by Lotus is sufficient to resolve the issues raised by 
this investigation. This investigation is therefore closed.” 
 
November 7, 2011 Lotus Cars USA notified the NHTSA that 
5,047 vehicles will be affected by this recall. 
 
January 2012 Recall notices mailed to owners stating “we will 
notify you again as soon as a campaign remedy is available for 
your vehicle.” 
 
January 2013 Owners notified that dealers were ready to 
install the “rectification kits”. 
 
January 21, 2013 Park Place Ltd. installed their first kit. 
Lotus pays for the parts, 1 quart of oil and 4 hours of labor 
 
While no failures were reported by ELCC Members, the 
potential danger kept your editor off the track in 2012.  
Hopefully the “rectification kit” installation will end this saga! 
 

 
 
Rectification Kit contents: 
1 oil cooler transfer hose with fittings 
 Between the 2 front oil coolers 
4 fittings with sharper “barbs” for the long hoses 
 Stock fittings removed by cutting the hose 
 Hoses have enough slack to be reused 
4 Oetiker clamps 
Misc. bits 
 
The front clam must be removed, hence the 4 hours of labor. 
 
If you have questions about your vehicle, check here to see if 
your car, truck, boat, etc. has been recalled: 
http://www.recalls.gov/nhtsa.html  
 
 
 

 
The Problem:  Hose separated from fitting 

(Photo from LotusTalk.com) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.recalls.gov/nhtsa.html
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Classified Ads 
Wanted: 

Your ad before the Next Lotus Lines Deadline: 
April 15, 2013 

Submit your ad to classifieds@elcc.org 
 
Wanted: 

Articles and photos for the next issue of Lotus Lines. 
Send to editor@elcc.org 
 
Photo Credits 
Page 4 Jim Baird 
Page 5 Paul Curtin 
Page 6 John Scheidt 
Page 7 Doug Jackson 
Page 8 Doug Jackson 
Page 10 Paul Curtin 
Back Page Lotus F1 Team website 
 
 

 
Pre-Race Flyover; USGP Austin, TX 

 
 
 

 
Michael Schumacher’s penultimate Formula 1 race 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Ferrari Challenge at COTA, Austin, TX 

 
 

 
Would Jimmy wear these shoes? 

 
 

DMC-12 + Lotus Esprit 
Separated at Birth? 

Not everyone knows that Colin Chapman’s final car design 
was the DeLorean DMC-12.  In fact, there are numerous 
similarities between the iconic DeLorean and the classic Lotus 
Esprit. 
 
Here at DMC Northwest we specialize in servicing the 
products of Chapman’s imagination—both in stainless and 

fiberglass versions! 

 
DMC Northwest 12766 Bel Red Road, Bellevue, WA 98005 
Phone: (425) 451-7000 e-mail: toby@delorean.com 
 
Conveniently located on Bel Red Road near Barrier Motors in 
Bellevue, WA 
 
 

mailto:classifieds@elcc.org
mailto:editor@elcc.org
mailto:toby@delorean.com
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EVERGREEN LOTUS CAR CLUB 
PO BOX 40481  
BELLEVUE, WA 98015-4481 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 Formula 1 Lotus/Renault E21 introduced January 28, 2013 
 

Renault RS27 Engine Specifications: 
2.4 liter V8, 4 valves/cylinder 
>750 HP at 18,000 RPM 
Weight: 95 kg (209 pounds)

 


