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LOTUS LINES 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE EVERGREEN LOTUS CAR CLUB    Fall 2019 

From The Chairman's Desktop 

By Doug Jackson 

Many of you know that this will be my last "article" as 

the Chairman of the ELCC after ten years in this enjoy-

able position, because a relative new comer to the 

ELCC (Dave Ellis) has offered to take over these duties, 

starting January 2020, although I'll probably be offi-

cially announcing this "Changing of the Guard" during 

the ELCC Christmas Party.  

I have really enjoyed my time in the Chairmanship po-

sition of this car club and, as a few of you might have 

noticed, I had some trouble letting go, but it is time. 

I'll still be active in helping the new Chairman "run" 

the club because I have offered to stay on to be the 

new official Treasurer, which is something that I've 

been doing for the past few years anyway since Gary 

Holt decided to leave the position. 

Dave has told me that he'll probably hold a general 

2020 Planning Meeting for the ELCC sometime in Jan-

uary or February, which I've done a 

few times during my tenure as Chair-

man and have found to be very help-

ful. I'll let Dave tell you the details of 

the meeting, when he's had some time 

to figure them out. During next year 

we'll probably have: a few "Shop 

Tours"; a couple of "Drives"; maybe a 

multi-day overnighter tour, and; of 

course we'll look for a good turnout 

during the Western Washington All 

British Field Meet. So, yeah, there'll be 

lots of things to talk about. 

At this point, I'm hoping that the vari-

ous Special Volunteers who help "run" 

this car club (Patrick Maruska/

Membership Coordinator, Robert 

Vets/Web Master, Victor Smith/Advertising, Alan Perry/

Activities Coordinator and Dan Morrison/Newsletter Editor) 

will continue in their positions... it'll really make the new 

Chairman's job easier. 

Also, as the end of this year gets near, it's time to start 

thinking about sending in your Annual Membership Dues 

($25) check so you can continue to receive these Lotus Lines 

newsletters and have access to the various fun things that 

we do. Just make a check out to ELCC and mail it to me at: 

220 West Howe Street, Seattle, Wash. 98119. The sooner, 

the better. Thanks a lot! 

And speaking of fun things, my wife Carol and I will be 

hosting the ELCC Christmas Party one more time at our 

house. This party will be held on Saturday, December 14th 

and will begin at 5:30PM. We'll provide the main course and 

the desert, all you need to provide is a pre-dinner snack or a 

"side" for the dinner... more details to come. 

Thanks again for allowing me to be the Chairman of the 

ELCC for several years... it's been fun! 
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LOTUS LINES IS THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE EVER-

GREEN LOTUS CAR CLUB. 

Opinions expressed in Lotus Lines are those of the authors 

and do not necessarily represent those of the ELCC or its 

officers. Use all technical information at your own risk. Please 

submit all articles, artwork, and photographs to the Editor. All 

other official business should be directed to the Chairman. 

Other Lotus Clubs are welcome to use the material printed in 

Lotus Lines, provided that the ELCC, Lotus Lines and the au-

thor are duly credited. The ELCC is not affiliated with and 

does not represent Lotus Cars Ltd., Group Lotus, Team Lotus, 

or any Lotus related organization. 

Membership in the ELCC is $25/year, with the Membership 

year starting in January, and is prorated in three months in-

crements. Membership includes a Club Roster and a subscrip-

tion to Lotus Lines.  

 

Contact us: 
Evergreen Lotus Car Club (www.elcc.org) 
220 West Howe Street;  
Seattle, WA 98119  
 
The ELCC Officers are elected bi-annually: 
 
Chairman: Doug Jackson 
206-300-9130 (chair@elcc.org) 
 
Membership: Patrick Maruska 
206-349-7557 (membership@elcc.org ) 
 

Treasurer: Tim Barker (TBD) 
 
Web Master: Robert Vets (web@elcc.org) 
 
Advertising: Victor Smith (classifieds@elcc.org) 
 
Activities Coordinator: Alan Perry 
 (alanp@snowmoose.com) 
 
Editor: Dan Morrison (danmo@yahoo.com) 

AC Minds and Company 

Here's an interesting article about a visit to a Japanese Lotus 

place.  Great pictures. I want to go there.  The link is from 

lotuselan.net. 

https://thegaragista.com/2013/03/24/ac-minds-co-british-

sports-car-specialist-in-japan/ 

-Victor  

Lotus Neon Sign 

Just purchased from “Brilliant Neon” this Lotus sign. I paid 

$199.00, but just at press time they have been reduced to 

$174.95, I suppose just in time for Christmas. I am not endorsing 

them, but just letting people know. It was made in and shipped 

from China. The link below takes you to the order screen. I had 

them change the font on my sign to match the “old” style Lotus 

script. I think it looks better. 

Brilliant Neon 

My sign: 

 

http://www.elcc.org
mailto:chair@elcc.org
mailto:alanp@snowmoose.com
mailto:gr_holt@comcast.net
mailto:web@elcc.org
mailto:classifieds@elcc.org
mailto:alanp@snowmoose.com
mailto:danmo@yahoo.com
https://www.brilliantneonsigns.com/order-form30545693?utm_content=388579&utm_medium=Email&utm_name=Id&utm_source=Actionetics&utm_term=EmailCampaign
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The 2019 West Coast Lotus Meet in Folsom, CA 

Victor Smith & Dave Ellis 

Photos by Dave Ellis unless otherwise noted. 

Back in May, two ELCC couples, Victor and Phebe Smith and 
Dave and Sue Ellis drove to the West Coast Lotus meet in Fol-
som, CA.  Here is their story.  

Victor and Phebe:  Our biggest question about going to the West 

Coast Lotus Meet was if we were willing to miss the All British 
Field Meet in Vancouver on the same weekend.  We might have 
gone to Vancouver by default if new ELCC member Dave Ellis 
hadn’t mentioned the positive experiences he’d had at other 
Lotus meets in the past.  The prospect of a great destination 
combined with a 2500 mile road trip won out and we decided to 
go to the WCLM at the Lake Natoma Inn in Folsom, CA.   

Dave and Sue:  We relocated to Seattle in November of last year 
and are truly enjoying every bit of it, except for the part where 
we left lots of old, good friends in the SF Bay Area.  When we 
learned the WCLM would be in Folsom we thought, "we have to 
go" so we could see some of those old friends.  And, as it turns 
out, make some new ones.  Going also allowed us to drive over 
to the SF Peninsula after the meet in order to see some of our 
non-Lotus friends.  Unlike Victor and Phebe, we'd be going in 
our road-boat Honda "mini" van.  In deference to the unknown I 
did pack a couple of items for the car: a rechargeable jump-
starter, a battery-powered air pump, and snow chains.  (We are 
somewhat leery of the Siskiyou range in southern Oregon, hav-
ing driven over it in a blizzard in years past.) 

Victor and Phebe:  With a ton of essentials and 12 lbs. of tools 
loaded in the Elan’s “cavernous” trunk, we left Friday Harbor on 
May 13th with plans to have lunch in Portland the next day, 
Tuesday, before continuing to Madras, OR.  Wednesday we 
would drive from Madras to Susanville, CA and arrive in Folsom 

(Continued on page 4) 

Photo by Victor Smith 
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Event Schedule 

December 

5—First Thursday—Market Arms in Ballard 

14—Christmas Party @ Doug & Carol Jackson’s House 

midday on Thursday, the second day of the Lotus meet.   

It was pouring rain in Portland and unseasonably cold with rain 
and snow flurries around Mt. Hood when we passed through 
that afternoon.  Then on Thursday the bad weather set in.  That 
morning as we were checking out of our motel in Susanville the 
clerk warned that chains were required on US 80 at Donner Pass.  
By the time we got to the pass chains were no longer needed but 
it was still snowing and raining buckets.  

We arrived at the Lake Natoma Inn at 1 pm on Thursday in a tor-
rential downpour.  Most of our fellow participants were on the 
aptly named Ice House Road drive around the foothills NE of Fol-
som where it was snowing in the higher elevations, but there 

were still nearly a dozen Lotuses in the parking lot to welcome 
us.   

 

Dave and Sue:  We road-boated it down to Grants Pass the first 
night, also in the rain, becoming customers at a couple of Shari's 
Cafe and Pies locations.  Lunch + pie.  Dinner + pie.  Free slice of 
pie on Wednesdays.  (You get the idea.)  Our 2018 Honda road-
boat did fine; it's very comfortable and can show 33 mpg on flat 
stretches at the speed limit.  

We arrived at the Inn on Wednesday, got checked in, and hung 
out around the hotel while various Lotus people arrived.  That 
evening was the welcoming party at the Red Bus Brewing Com-
pany, a modest walk from the Inn.  ("Let’s walk--it doesn't look 
like rain...")  The Sacramento team welcomed us there with fluids 
provided by Red Bus and food provided by a nice food truck.  We 
had talks by Dave Simkin, the National Technical Manager for 

(Continued from page 3) 

Lotus Cars USA, and Ryan Watson, the incoming GM of Lotus 
Cars USA.  Before and after we were able to catch up with some 
of our friends.  And...by closing time it was raining then pouring.  
4 of us walked back to the Inn and got drenched. 

On Thursday Sue went shopping with a friend in the nearby Fol-
som Historic District while I begged a ride for the day's drive.  It 
wasn't hard to find a generous driver, thank you Cindy Hoest 
from LoCo (Lotus Colorado) driving her fine yellow Evora S on 
her new, new tires.  (The story here is that Cindy had a new tire 
explode while topping a rise near Loa, Utah.  Her son drove out 
the old rims freshly mounted with the new, new tires from her 
home in western Colorado and she was on her way West once 
again.)  Today's drive was rerouted by the organizer, Craig 
Hunter, due to existing snow at the high point of the original 
route.  Nonetheless, when we reached Tom's Cabin, the high 
point of the drive and the lunch site, the snowflakes had begun 
falling.  We had a hasty lunch and rapidly descended the foot-
hills back towards Folsom in rain, sometimes very heavy.  But 
not to worry:  Cindy's Evora is set up with grippy Continental 
ExtremeContact tires and one of her pastimes is ice-racing on a 
frozen lake. 

Victor and Phebe:  Friday from 9am to 3pm was the Gold Coun-
try Drive and at last the weather was nice, but we got off on the 
wrong foot - literally - because just as the driver’s meeting start-
ed, I realized I’d left my driving shoes up in the room.  When I 
got back to the meeting, Craig Hunter who would be leading the 
group in his Exige, was explaining why a certain portion of the 
drive had been rerouted because of the possibility of flooding.  
Did we need to know that, I wondered?  We were following and 
besides, we had the map, right?    

We set out from the Inn with 30 other Lotuses and directly be-

(Continued on page 7) 

Photo by Vince Chiaro (GGLC)  

https://www.seanet.com/~rsfehr/restorations.html
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A Fall Drive 

By Doug Jackson 

A very enjoyable ELCC "Fall Drive" was lead by Mark 

Gleason on Sunday, October 27th. 

I'll be writing a short version of the "Drive" here (because 

Mark is very busy right now), but hopefully he'll have the 

time to write a longer description of it from his perspective 

(as the organizer) for a future newsletter. 

At the beginning, a bunch of us met at the Starbucks in SW 

corner of Lake Union to get our much needed early morn-

ing coffee fix. We then headed south on I-5 briefly before 

proceeding east on I-90, across the floating bridge to Mer-

cer Island to circumnavigate the entire southern portion 

(with lots of twisties particularly on the east side!). 

After leaving the island, we continued east until we got to 

Issaquah where we met up with a few other people... then 

the real fun began! Mark had planned out a very enjoyable 

route heading in a more-or-less northerly direction from 

there. We wiggled our way on smaller roads up through 

the Snoqualmie Valley without driving through Preston, 

Carnation or Duvall (although we got close to them a few 

times) until we came to the small airstrip which is right 

near the town of Snohomish, where we stopped briefly. 

After that stop almost all of us headed south (down State 

Highway 9) until we came to Bothell, where we had lunch 

in one of the (3) restaurants in the relatively new McMen-

iman's which is located it what used to be Anderson Ele-

mentary School. BTW, if you've never been to a McMen-

(Continued on page 7) 
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One of the two cars will use an updated version of an 

existing bonded-aluminum platform, while the more 

expensive model will use a new carbon-fiber ‘tub’ 

around which the car will be built. This car is likely be 

positioned above the Evora and will be aimed at cus-

tomers wanting a more extreme driving experience. 

Gales said it will be closest to the 3-11, but road legal. 

“It will be something similar but much more civilized, 

because the 3-11 is pretty raw,” he said. 

To help develop the two sports cars and the SUV, Lo-

tus will hire 300 new people this year. They will work 

at its base in Norfolk, eastern England. The expansion 

would boost Lotus to 1,100 employees, which is close 

to the 1,215 the company had when Gales joined in 

2014. Gales, the former head of brands at PSA Group,  

http://us.caterhamcars.com/
http://www.lotusofbellevue.com/
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DeLorean Parts Northwest 
21047  SE 122 St. 

Issaquah, WA 98047 - 8528 
260 258 3886 

Email: parts@deloraen-parts.com 

Website: www.delorean-parts.com 

iman's (and there are quite a few scattered all over Wash-

ington and Oregon), you owe it to yourself to at least try 

one out sometime. They are not only restaurants, but 

many of them have over-night accommodations, including 

the one in Bothell. 

The "Drive" was officially over at that point and people 

scattered in many directions after lunch. 

The weather cooperated and I think everybody had a good 

time. 

(Continued from page 5) 

hind “the world’s fastest Europa” which was said to have once 
hit 140mph at Bonneville.  Actually, we were ‘briefly’ behind the 
Europa as it had about 100 hp more than we did (and probably 
40 more than Europa race cars ever had too), and the order kept 
changing until finally we found ourselves following another Elan 
that soon pulled over to the shoulder.  We stopped with about 
eight other cars behind us.  The guy in the Elan was by himself 
and had been having a hard-enough time trying to both navigate 
and maintain an interesting speed, and then he lost his GPS sig-
nal.  We had reception and could see we were off the course 
map, but we could see a route from where we were to our lunch 
stop so we took the lead.   What we didn’t know was that the 
new path we were on was on was Craig’s no-no route through 
the Marianas Trench!   If Donner pass had been salted, fording 
that stream was just the ticket for rinsing it off! 

Dave and Sue:  That "fastest Europa" is also known as The Flam-
er because of the red paint job with yellow flames streaming 
back from the nose.  John Zender is the driver and he wrote up 
the Bonneville visit in his article "Just Add Salt" that appeared in 
4 issues of the GGLC Chapman Report starting with May-June 
2017.  (John is also one of the organizers of the GGLC track 
days.)  I had never known that traction is an issue at Bonneville, 
but should have guessed--the track is on alkali and wet alkali is 
really slippery, so they have to wait for totally dry conditions. 

I enjoyed the roads of the Friday drive very much even as a pas-
senger:  lots of curves and elevation changes, forests and high 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 8) 

http://www.jaeparts.com/
mailto:parts@deloraen-parts.com
http://www.delorean-parts.com/
http://www.delorean-parts.com/
http://www.rdent.com/
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meadows.  It's surprising to me how past authorities had decid-
ed to build roads that snake up and down ridges and through 
forests 'way out in the country like that, connecting various little 
communities up in the Sierra foothills.  But thank you very much
--they are great for Lotus driving. 

Victor and Phebe:  We had a great lunch at the winery and then 
headed out for a stop for pictures at the little town of Lotus.  
The roads we took that afternoon were fantastic!  It was as nice 
a drive as we’ve had in a long time made special because of all 
the Lotuses, and several others made the same comments. That 
evening there was a barbeque at CarMichael’s Vintage Vehicle 
Collection. 

The weather was great for the Saturday morning Cars and 
Coffee.  Even discounting a Lotus bias, a good argument could 
be made that the green gem of a Lotus Elite was the finest car 

(Continued from page 7) there.  I visited with two other Elan owners and we swapped 
rides to compare our cars.   

Dave and Sue:  Cars and Coffee was eclectic with Lotuses and 
muscle cars all lined up in the parking lot.  At the risk of being 
branded a heretic, I got a lot of visceral excitement when the 
Cobras starting exploding into life and snarling away. 

Victor and Phebe:  From 11 to 3 
Sutter St in Folsom was going to 
be closed off for an informal 
WCLM concourse and on the 
quick drive over there from the 
Cars and Coffee there was a tre-
mendous bang as I mashed the 
throttle exiting a turn.  I let off 
the gas in alarm only to realize 
that the noise was an Evora 
shifting hard in the other lane!   

Dave and Sue:  the rain held off 
and we enjoyed walking up and 
down Sutter St. taking photos of 
all the clean, bright, and colorful 
Lotuses parked along the street.  
There was even a beautifully 

painted Cortina on display.  The Lotus folks got to vote on their 
favorite car in a half-dozen model categories and, in a nice touch, 
the concours organizers even enlisted the general public in a 
popular ranking (favorite car overall) with votes by ticket (free) 
tucked into cups on the cars' windshields. 

Victor and Phebe:  At dinner that evening we visited with Ken 
Gray and his wife and two other Elan owners as pictures of the 
event played and awards were given out.  Although we missed 
the track events at Thunderhill and the reception dinner on 
Wednesday, we had a great time and met some wonderful Lotus 
enthusiasts.  

We took three days getting home 
from Santa Rosa with overnights 
in Ft. Brag and Eugene.  We fol-
lowed the Coast Highway up to 
Crescent City and then turned 
east on 199 to Grants Pass and I-
5 to Eugene and home.  It rained 
all day up to Ft. Brag, but the plus 
side was that there was almost 
no traffic and the week of storms 
had produced spectacular surf.  
We found ourselves wondering 
who thought they could build the 
Coast Highway?  It is spectacular. 

Our drive was tame though com-
pared to that of some who came 
from Colorado, Nevada, and even 
one from Massachusetts!   One 
driver went over Monarch Pass in 
Colorado in essentially the same 

(Continued on page 9) 

Photo by Victor Smith 
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storm we were in, and Monarch is about 11,000 feet, 4000 feet 
higher than Donner Pass!  The 
level of enthusiasm at the WCLM 
was impressive! 

 

Dave and Sue:  I too got to meet 
Ken Gray and chat about some 
M100 parts.  (Ken is one of parts 
experts at Dave Bean Engineering.)  

On Sunday Sue and I went over to 
the SF Peninsula for a few days 
and then motored home up I-5, 
stopping again in Grants Pass and 
again at several Shari's locations.  
I've recently driven Hwy 199 from 
Crescent City to Grants Pass, in the 
Odyssey, and it's a great road--for a Lotus!  I bet Victor really 
enjoyed the drive. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Victor and Phebe:  At 6’ 1” it seems implausible that a tiny 
Elan could be as comfortable as any car I’ve ever driven, 
and Phebe likes it too.  We still have two gaps in our PCH 
travels, the Big Sur which was closed last year because the 
bridge was still out, and the section from Stinson Beach to 
Ft. Brag which was closed due to landslides and flooding.  
We hope to fill in those blanks in our Elan soon.   

Dave and Sue:  I got to know some of the LoCo folks and 
came away inspired by their road-tripping gusto. Cindy, 
for one, has over 100,000 miles on her Evora.  I think I'll 
be driving my M100 many more miles than it has been 
getting in recent years.  (Let's see, Spare parts list?  Tools 
list?  Satellite phone??)  And now that I know that Lotus 
Ltd is holding LOG40 (Lotus Owners Gathering 40) in Salt 
Lake City next September, I’m planning to drive my M100 
and have started my prep list.  First stop:  Convertibles 
Only in Seattle for a new soft top! 

Photo by Unknown 


