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RAMBLINGS FROM THE CHAIR:

EVENTS
July 4 - 6
SOVREN Vintage Races
Paciﬁc Raceways, Kent
206.227.9486

July 6
Fairview Car Show
13314 Bitter Pl. N.,
Church Parking Lot.
206.363.5884

July 11
ELCC Summer BBQ
6p, see event details inside

July 20
Legends Car Show
Downtown Kirkland
360-654-1539.

July 25 & 26
All British Field Meet
Bellevue Community College

August 7
ELCC First Thursday
TBA

THE PERFECT STORM. A term He would have to go back to his house
used to describe certain events that to retrieve the keys, and calmly asked
combined together make a single more whether anyone would like a ride.
powerful event.
Clouds building on the horizon. Andy
I seem to have experienced a few mentioned that Mark was Chairman.
recently. Last year at Andy’s Group 2 Thunder arrives. Without thinking I
MotorSports event, our tour included was suddenly standing by the passenger
three wonderful collections to see, John side of the Enzo, probably knocking
Goodman’s being one of them. Those over club members like bowling pins
of you who know me, realize that I on the way. Winds pick up. I was
have no problem saying what comes blinded by the color Rosso Corsa. I
to mind, whether it be appropriate fumbled with the exotic door latch
that was probably
or not! By asking
Greg
arrived
in
his
Enzo
worth
more
nicely but probably
Ferrari,
accompanied
by
the
than
my
house.
inappropr iatel y,
thunder
I managed to sound of many lower jaws More
dropping
on
the
pavement.
rumbling
with
talk
my
way
waves higher. I
into being allowed
to climb into the driver’s seat of a Ferrari think Andy ﬁnally helped me get the
512BB LM. I remember Steve Shipley door open, where I gazed upon carbon
using the same tactics to talk his way ﬁber that appeared three inches thick,
into a Duesenberg and Jon Shirley’s with gauges and buttons and shift light
bars, and paddle shifters, and..... I was
vintage Ferrari F1 transporter!
At Chuck’s Tom Armstrong Tour, again, sitting in a million dollar Ferrari, built
similar tactics unleashed on a kind but and named in honor of the legendary
unsuspecting host, got me into the seat company founder, with 650 HP
of an original Mark Donohue Penske- behind me, being chauﬀeured by Greg
Whitten. And people were waiting,
Sunoco Camaro Trans-Am racer.
As I was setting up the club signs so we had to hurry, WE HAD TO
to guide the group to Andy’s Greg HURRY!!! Numerous lightning bolts,
Whitten event, the wheels were high winds and waves! The perfect
turning in my brain, wondering storm had arrived.
what manipulation I might use to get My brain was on sensory overload. I
similar results. But I didn’t have to be tried to have a conversation with Greg,
but he is a fairly quiet guy. Especially
creative this time.
Greg arrived in his Enzo Ferrari, with 650 HP singing in my ears. I
accompanied by the sound of many probably heard every third word, and
lower jaws dropping on the pavement. probably came across like a blithering
He soon realized that he had forgotten idiot. If I did, sorry Greg, hope you
his keys to the warehouse! The storm understand! But it was truly a once in
a lifetime experience that I will never
was brewing.
forget. On top of it all, Greg’s shop

WHAT IS IT?

Last month’s “What is it?” photo
was an Austin Martin meeting
the Prince of Darkness on a sunny
day this past May. Jessica and I
spent a fortnight in the United
Kingdom including a visit to the
Lotus Factory in Hethel and a
week in London. We wandered
upon this scene in Chelsea, a
snazzy London neighborhood,
on the Bank Holiday.

What Was it?
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Contact the Editor for business ads rates in Lotus Lines.

Membership in the ELCC is $20/year, with the membership year starting in January, and is prorated in three month
increments. Membership includes a club roster and a
subscription to Lotus Lines.

Lotus Lines is the oﬃcial newsletter of the evergreen lotus
car club. opinions expressed in Lotus Lines are those of the
author and do not necessarily represent those of the elcc or
its oﬃcers. Use all techni-cal information at your own risk.
Please submit all articles, art work, and photographs to the
Editor. All other oﬃcial business should be directed to the
chairman. Other Lotus clubs are welcome to use the material printed in Lotus Lines, provided that the ELCC, Lotus
Lines and the author are duly credited. The ELCC is not afﬁliated with and does not represent Lotus Cars Ltd., Group
Lotus, Team Lotus, or any Lotus related organization.

1990 Corvette ZR-1 [Ed: Lotus designed
LT5 engine], 17K miles. $23K. Red on
red, pampered, original docs and service
records. call Tal at (425) 356-9117.
--1971 Europa S2 [Ed: spotted on ebay, seems to be
in great condition] Everything works. The engine
runs great , great oil pressure , no oil or water leaks.
Located in Clinton,WA. Call (360) 341-1539.
1991 Lotus Elan, Red. Turbo, custom
and factory wheels. 97K miles, $10,500.
Call Rich (425) 771-3007

1985 Lotus Turbo Esprit. 45K miles. Used as
a regular driver, Lotus maintained, BRG/Gold,
BBS wheels, CD, A/C, $14,800. Robert Ewens
(509)447-3344 (home) or (509)280-2478 (cell).
--1970 Titan Mk6 Formula Ford. Available in the
spring. I am almost done restoring it, but have no
desire to race it. Oﬀering for sale now to allow
buyer to select paint color, etc. while it can be easily
changed. Ground up restoration. Low hours on
engine. Lots of documentation. Spares package.
$17,000 obo. Alan Perry, alanp@snowmoose.com.
--1989 Caterham S3 Mark 7. 1700 Crossﬂow
with Kent cam, 4 speed, 10.5:1 compression
ratio. New tires with only 600 miles. Many
other extras. $23K OBO. Ralph Neil boatpoor@hotmail.com or (253)272-0885.

BSCC: Bremerton Sports Car Club
360-697-1761
CSCC: Cascade Sports Car Club, Portland, OR
503-543-8161
http://www.cascadesportscarclub.org
IRDC: International Race Drivers Club, Seattle, WA
206-781-8199
http://www.irdc-racing.com
ICSCC: International Conference of Sports Car Clubs
425-226-1338
http://www.icscc.com
SCCA: Sports Car Club of America, NW Region
206-292-0500
http://www.nwr-scca.org
SCCBC: Sports Car Club of British Columbia
604-824-7277
http://www.sccbc.net
SOVREN: Society of Vintage Racing Enthusiasts
206-232-4644
http://www.sovren.org
TC: Team Continental, Portland, OR
503-645-9058
http://www.teamcontinental.com

Racing Clubs

http://www.audiclubnw.org
BMWCCA: BMW Car Club - Puget Sound Region
425-481-9571
http://www.bmwpugetsound.com
CMCS: Corvette Marque Club of Seattle
425-486-2309
http://www.corvettemarqueclub.com
NWARC: Northwest Alfa Romeo Club
360-766-4405
http://www.nwalfaclub.com
WWSCC: Western Washington Sports Car Council
206-255-0658
http://www.wwscc.org

ACNW: Audi Club Northwest

Car Clubs

Last Months Trivia Question: Is Alan Perry’s Elise
really legal to drive on the street ?
Answer: Yes, until a judge gives a diﬀerent interpretation,
http://www.bscc.net all of Alan’s paperwork meets applicable state laws

What current ELCC member was working at Microsoft when he helped create the first
computer-generated edition of the club newsletter ?

ELCC TRIVIA

Looking for a Lotus car or parts? The below ads have been
spotted in various sources. Note: The below ads have no
known aﬃliation with, nor are endorsed by, the ELCC.
This info is being provided to assist members in their
search for cars and parts.

Classiﬁed advertisements are free for ELCC members,
and pricing for non-members is available on request.
For adding or removing advertisements, please send
them via email to classiﬁeds@elcc.org or by calling
(206) 686-7326 by the 10th of each month.

Classified Advertisements

IMAGINE
Your_Ad_Here

Summer weather will have arrived, and time for a great
outdoor BBQ on the porch at John and Marianne
Schneeman’s in Burien. BBQ steak and salmon are on
the menu for the main course, but please let us know
on your Evite response as to what side dish or appetizer
you will bring to add to the feast!
Some light beverages will be provided, but please bring
your own particular favorite, if you so desire. Call if
you need help with directions or have any questions at
(206) 854 6706. My e-mail is jmschneeman@msn.com.
Looking forward to a fun and pleasant evening with our
club members!
And PLEASE drive your Lotus!

Hosts: John and Marianne Schneeman

Burien, WA 98166

Have you submitted an article

Do you need help with Graphics - No problem

Where would we be without Advertisment

that I want to Advertise?

Ask yourself - Do I have an announcement

When: FRIDAY, July 11th, 6PM

Location: 3543 SW 171st Street

Tell A Friend about the space

Help Support the ELCC

ELCC Summer BBQ

EVENT DETAILS

the race
was held in connection with or
at least conveniently scheduled to coincide with the
Festival of Roses. It always brought with it interesting
competition that was good for mixing up the ranks in
the early season. A few of months back, the Indy Racing
League and Champ Car announced a “re-uniﬁcation” of
open wheel racing in the United States. At the time, the
fate of venues like Portland wasn’t clear as the “merger”
was announced just before Champ
Car’s biggest event, the well attended
and almost glamorous Long Beach
Grand Prix. In the end though it
seems that IRL had slightly deeper
pockets and simply bankrupted
Champ Car. IRL has made motions
toward some of the venues closer to
the mid-west that Champ Car had
long-term agreements with such as
Toronto and Cleveland.
Coming to the Northwest, way too
many years ago now,we had two great
road races: Vancouver and Portland.
The cancer from Indianapolis spread
and metastasized over the border
after 2004 with the end of the
Molson sponsored event through
the streets of Vanvouver. It has now
killed the patient altogether here

Along with the cool grey days of June there is a sad in 2008: a sad event in
silence in the air, the silence from Portland International my opinion. The loss of
Raceway. For 24 years Champ Car and its predecessor top shelf racing in our
CART put on one heck of a race right there in
region is very disappointing; especially since there
Portland. Traditionally
is such a vibrant car culture here, quiet and behind
the scenes perhaps, but here nonetheless. What is
a race fan to do? Well, let’s not miss the SOVREN
event coming up at Paciﬁc raceway for one. Get out
there and go karting. Take that Lotus to the track.
One of the engineers that I worked with at General
Motors, one who toured with F1 in the sixties, had
long abandoned the big racing series in favor of the
local eﬀorts; dirt tracks and sprint cars. I haven’t
made it there just yet, but the local events need our
support.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

tour was most enjoyable with some great stories and
highlighted by the starting of his vintage Ferrari 250 and
Aston Martin DBR2. To make the day even more
perfect, the donation table was busy and we successfully
collected enough to
meet our goal and get
into the SOVREN
Checkered Flag Club.
The Land Speed Record
tour was another perfect
situation. With all of
our strange winter/
spring weather, the
day of the tour gave
us a gift of mid-80
degree sunshine! About
40 of us thoroughly
enjoyed the bonus of
the transporter semi being at the hanger. The crew was
busy unloading the LSR vehicle from a previous test
session, and were busy washing the vehicle down. The
transportation logistic questions involved with a 60 foot
long vehicle were answered by the show put on by the
crew. A beautiful cutaway display jet engine was there
for us to see the internal workings, and Bernard and
the crew gave us a marvelous informative talk. While
the vehicle itself was mostly vintage F104 Starﬁghter

technology, the most impressive features were the
precision machined aluminum wheels, the torsion bar
center suspension, and the electro-magnetic braking
system. With speeds hopefully reaching 800 MPH, no
rubber tires would last on the dessert surface, so special
aluminum wheels had to be made. The incredible
magnetic braking system is something that could well
be used on future street and racing vehicles. Almost no
heat or friction. From a 300 MPH test run, the rotors
were at 180 degrees. Magnetism and electricity seems
to be what the future holds next for all of us, and why
my interest in the Tesla.
The Tesla, built at the Hethel factory, runs on 6000
lithium-ion ﬂashlight sized batteries! This bothers me
a bit, but seems to work. I guess the small battery size
helps with the concerns about overheating and catching
ﬁre, something that is plaguing other electrical vehicles
such as the Chevrolet Volt. However, I think that
electric cars are the next new wave before hydrogen, or
maybe even instead.
Our karting event was a lot of fun, held at K1 Speed
in Redmond. Electrically powered, but everyone came
oﬀ the track all hot and sweaty, and I never heard one
complaint about power or speed. And not one person
sickened from fumes! It was interesting that my inquires
about what kind of batteries and power system the karts
used was met with the answer “Top Secret”.

RAMBLINGS FROM THE CHAIR:

Alan Perry was the only injury, as he was a victim
of a strange “its never happened before” incident in
which his throttle cable broke. The kart should have
immediately stopped, but instead the cable somehow
jammed the potentiometer wide open, putting him
into (and under) the retaining wall. His ﬁnger was
unfortunately between the kart and the wall bottom
edge, but hopefully all is well. Chuck Dekeyser
obediently obeyed the blue/yellow ﬂags waved at
him. Mark Gleason unexplainably hit the front
straight wall, with nobody around him. At the next
monthly meeting, remind me to buy him a “Harvey
Wallbanger”.

All tried hard to set the fastest lap, but in the
end young (and light, and skilled) Atsushi Kato
prevailed with a 17.23 second lap. He took home
the prize, a plaque and a $15 gift certiﬁcate
to Sykart. As I remember, he won the last few
sprints at Sykart as well. He is fast both in gas
and electric karts, so congratulations to him, but
he is NOT invited next time! Just kidding.

