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RAMBLINGS FROM THE CHAIR:

EvenTs
May 1
ELCC First Thursday
Smartypants @7pm
6017 Airport Way, Seattle
May 13
8am
Park Place Motors Track
Day Paciﬁc Raceways, Kent
WA
May 17 & 18
TBA
SOVREN: Spring Sprints
Paciﬁc Raceways, Kent WA
May 24
10am ELCC
Karting
Challenge
K1 Speed , Redmond WA
May 24 & 25
9:30amABFM Run to the
Gorge Fife, WA to Hood
River, OR
When: Saturday, May 24th,
continued inside

Anniversaries are a time for reﬂection.
And I mean this quite literally. Forty
years ago I would look in the mirror and
see an image of myself, nowadays my
father seems to be looking back at me.
The year 2008 is signiﬁcant for me, the
club, and Lotus. The 60th Anniversary
of Lotus cars, the 20th Anniversary
of the SOVREN Historics at Paciﬁc
Raceways, my 40 year high
school graduation anniversary,
and the 40th year Anniversary
of losing Jimmy Clark.
High school was when I really
developed a passion for cars.
A group of four or ﬁve of
us would devour, memorize
and exchange the latest car
magazines. The most notable
were Hot Rod and Road &

Track, and we discussed everything from
small block Chevy induction systems to
the BRM H-16 engine (a boat
anchor, but with wonderfully complex
engineering). Sometimes the discussions
would involve things like a new concept
called downforce or the virtues of
desmodromic valves (and everything
in between). Throw in some Mustang/

continued inside

What Was it?
The answer to last month’s
“What is It” is SOVREN
MAN. The work of art is
a 1/8 scale 20 inch long
ﬁberglass resin sculpture,
and features real rubber
tires and hand-made wire
wheels. It does not seem
to depict any particular
car, but has design
elements from many
vintage racing cars.
It was recently purchased on Ebay by Mark Sterner, lettered accordingly, and
made an appearance at the successful donation table for the Children’s Hospital
Checkered Flag Club at Greg Whitten’s tour. The car is thought to be an old
movie background prop perhaps appropriately from the children’s movie series
featuring the Muppets!

WHAT IS IT?

Being April and the 40th anniversary of the death of Jim
Clark, there are a lot of articles on the loss and what it
meant. Speed TV, during the F1 race of Bahrain, tried
to make a comparison between the records of Jim Clark
and Michael Schumacher; personally, I don’t go for Bob
Varsha’s commentary but Peter Winsor, David Hobbs
and Steve Matchet, well, they’re just splendid chaps now
aren’t they? How about some real details Jim Clark was active
in Formula One from
1960 to 1968 with Team
Lotus. He won two world
championships in 1963 and
1965. His career included
25 wins, 32 podiums, 33
pole positions, and 28
fastest laps out of 72 starts.
He was also the ﬁrst driver
to win the Indy 500 in a
mid-engined car, this accomplished in 1965 in the Lotus
38, the same year as his second championship! It doesn’t
make sense to compare driving stars of diﬀerent eras.
Who was better? Fangio, Clark, Senna, Schumacher,
etc.. Each one’s place in history is what that deﬁnes that
era.
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Last Months Trivia Question: The vast majority of
Lotus owners bought their car used, either restored or
in need of restoration. What current ELCC member
owns a classic Lotus car that he bought brand new ?
Roger Croshaw, who bought his 1971
uropa at a Tacoma dealership that is now
occupied by Brooklands British Car

The very first Seattle ABFM was held
in 1989. However, it was supposed to
occur in the summer of 1988. Why was
the 1988 ABFM cancelled ?

ELCC TRIVIA

BSCC: Bremerton Sports Car Club
360-697-1761
http://www.bscc.net
CSCC: Cascade Sports Car Club, Portland, OR
503-543-8161
http://www.cascadesportscarclub.org
IRDC: International Race Drivers Club, Seattle, WA
206-781-8199
http://www.irdc-racing.com
ICSCC: International Conference of Sports Car Clubs
425-226-1338
http://www.icscc.com
SCCA: Sports Car Club of America, NW Region
206-292-0500
http://www.nwr-scca.org
SCCBC: Sports Car Club of British Columbia
604-824-7277
http://www.sccbc.net
SOVREN: Society of Vintage Racing Enthusiasts
206-232-4644
http://www.sovren.org
TC: Team Continental, Portland, OR
503-645-9058
http://www.teamcontinental.com

Racing Clubs

K1 Speed, 2207 NE Bel-Red Rd., Redmond, WA 98052
(located behind Ethan Allen Furniture)
With 2008 marking the production of the Tesla
Roadster at Hethel, I thought it might be fun to try out
electric karting. Sykart was a lot of fun, but has gotten
so busy that it is impossible to organize a Saturday
morning event there. The K1 Speed track in Redmond
is about half the size of the Tukwila Sykart, with lap
times ranging from 16-18 seconds. The European-style
karts at K1 seem to handle a bit better with more actual
HP, have almost instant torque, and are fume free.
Rather than try to rent the track ($1000 an hour) or pay
the fees for an organized “race” ($45-80 per person), I
thought we could just take part in one or two of their
“arrive and drive” sessions. The price is $20 for a 14 lap
session and a $5.95 one time computerized registration
fee (if you have not been there before). Try to arrive a bit
early to get this taken care of, so that we can all try to
drive together as a group. As with Sykart, helmets and
liners are available.
Lap times and overall ﬁnishing positions will be printed
out at the end of each 14 lap session. The “race” will be
against the clock, with the person posting the fastest lap
time declared the club winner. I will make sure that we
have a small prize to award!
Please see the attached video taken of the local Ducati
club event held there. Should be fun! See you there.

- Mark Sterner

http://www.audiclubnw.org
BMWCCA: BMW Car Club - Puget Sound Region
425-481-9571
http://www.bmwpugetsound.com
CMCS: Corvette Marque Club of Seattle
425-486-2309
http://www.corvettemarqueclub.com
NWARC: Northwest Alfa Romeo Club
360-766-4405
http://www.nwalfaclub.com
WWSCC: Western Washington Sports Car Council
206-255-0658
http://www.wwscc.org

ACNW: Audi Club Northwest

Car Clubs

1985 Lotus Turbo Esprit. 45K miles. Used as a
regular driver, Lotus maintained, BRG/Gold, BBS
wheels, CD, A/C, $14,800. Robert Ewens (509)
447-3344 (home) or (509) 280-2478 (cell).
-1970 Titan Mk6 Formula Ford. Available in the
spring. I am almost done restoring it, but have no
desire to race it. Oﬀering for sale now to allow
buyer to select paint color, etc. while it can be easily
changed. Ground up restoration. Low hours on
engine. Lots of documentation. Spares package.
$17,000 obo. Alan Perry, alanp@snowmoose.com.
-1989 Caterham S3 Mark 7. 1700 Crossﬂow
with Kent cam, 4 speed, 10.5:1 compression
ratio. New tires with only 600 miles. $23K
OBO. Ralph Neil - boatpoor@hotmail.com or
(253)272-0885.
-Looking for a Lotus car or parts? The below ads
have been spotted in various sources. Note: The
below ads have no known aﬃliation with, nor are
endorsed by, the ELCC. This info is being provided
to assist members in their search for cars and parts.
-I am looking for any Lotus 1958-1974 Elite,
Elan, 7, Europa, or vintage racecar. Any
condition from restored to basket case, or just
parts collection. Please call (360) 378-2055,
or email: Drew@rockisland.com

For Sale:

Classiﬁed advertisemets are free for ELCC members,
and pricing for non-members is available on request.
For adding or removing advertisements, please send
them via email to classiﬁeds@elcc.org or by calling
(206) 686-7326 by the 10th of each month.

ELCC 8th Annual Spring Sprints Evite
Saturday, May 24th, 10-11AM

Classified Advertisements

EVENT DETAILS continued

Pack a lunch and join in for a one or
two day tour of the back roads between
Fife and Hood River Oregon. The
Run to the Gorge is open to all cars.
The entry form can be found at www.
abfm.com.
Leaving from Jaguar of Tacoma in
Fife, the tour will take you south around Eatonville and
through some beautiful country side then to Mt. St.
Helens and the Giﬀord Pinchot National Forest. Stop for
lunch (bring your own or stop at a local restaurant) then
continue winding south to the Washington side of the
Columbia Gorge and ﬁnally east to the ﬁnal destination
in Hood River Oregon. These are roads you have probably
rarely driven on and the scenery is great too (bring your
camera). This event is not a rally, there are no traps. Run in

-Arnie Taub and Jim Taylor

May 24-25

10th Annual Run to the Gorge Tour & Rally

EVENT DETAILS

continued on next page

the style of European events you will be given maps and
instructions to make your drive
a pleasant one.
The Hood River Inn will be
the host hotel. There will be
cocktails and dinner (Prime Rib
or Wild Salmon), where you
will have the opportunity to go
over the days events with other
entrants. After dinner there will
be an awards presentation and
door prizes.
On Sunday morning join us for a classic continental
breakfast buﬀet of pastries, seasonal fresh fruits, juices,
coﬀee, and tea. Afterwards there will be a driver’s meeting
and return route options. Can’t stay overnight? You can
still join the rally for the drive only and stay for dinner and
still be home by midnight.
Contact Arnie Taub (425-644-7874 or ataub@att.net) or
visit www.abfm.com if you have any questions. An entry
form can also be found at the website.

even bringing back an original cast member from 1968
back into my life.
Looking back through my high school yearbook, I
wondered how some of my other friends had changed
and aged. Snapshots of the past. We never had the
chance to watch Jimmy Clark grow old. Just memories of
his greatness, and thoughts of what
might have been. Racing history
might have been rewritten. How
would Clark have done in the 72D?
How many world championships
would he have won? How would the careers of Hill,
Rindt, Fittipaldi, and even Stewart diﬀered? Would Clark
have retired from racing early and returned to farming?
All just speculation.
Dan Gurney recently summed it up beautifully: “Jim was
a natural. He had great conﬁdence, and he loved driving
and racing. He was humble but not timid, proud but never
overbearing. He was honest yet did not reveal much to
his competitors. You could trust him on and oﬀ the track.
Jimmy will be forever young: A man in his prime on the
victory podium ﬂashing a great smile at his adoring fans.
This image of youth preserved is the only consolation we
can ﬁnd in his early death”.
Jimmy, you are gone but will never be forgotten. You gave
us your all, right up to the end. Thanks for being a ﬁne
example for us to aspire to, both on and oﬀ the track.

respected ground, regardless of our particular domestic
manufacturer aﬃliation. While familiar and respectful of
the Lotus marque, early on we seemed to pay more
attention to the Ferrari and even BRM teams of the times.
Phil Hill in 1961 was a recognized American racer and
champion, but a little before our time. GP racing was just
so foreign to us. Somebody named Clark was starting to
win races and championships in far away places. Watkins
Glen gave us a once a year glimpse of F1.
Jim Clark coming to Indy changed everything. Our
patriotism sometimes got the best of us, cheering on
the bullish Foyt and the Watson Roadsters, ﬁghting for
America against the British invasion! But soon it became
obvious that Jim Clark would capture our hearts and
imaginations. The quiet, unassuming Scottish farmer with
that unforgettable smile, driving those strange looking
British cars. His success changed everything from then
on. Later with the beautiful Lotus 49 and the brilliant
Ford Cosworth DFV, we were all hopelessly hooked on
Lotus forever.
With graduation nearing, feelings were mixed about the
future of the world, but we still had our cars as a safe
haven. Then the unthinkable happened on April 7, 1968.
Our hero was gone before we really got to know him.
Our group was very quiet for about a week, with only the
occasional how or why. Even anger at who or what was
at fault. No bantering about whether Chevy or Ford had
won that weekend, because suddenly it wasn’t important
or even relevant. It was a feeling I will never forget.
Graduation ceremonies were bittersweet, but life went
on.
One of my high school “car guy” group members, Rich
Norman, showed up at the Armstrong event, recently
just joining the club. After forty years, our lives had again
crossed and had made a full circle back to Lotus. Seeing
him again transported me mentally back to that time of
both good and bad. Somebody, somewhere, wanted to
be sure that I remembered the anniversary of Jim Clark,

continued from front
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Camaro and Ford GT40/Chaparral rivalry, and we had
enough information to debate and discuss for a whole
month. It oﬀered us an escape from the turbulent sixties.
Career pressures, the Space Race, assassinations, Viet
Nam, the draft, burning monks, and so on.
But Grand Prix/Formula One racing was sacred and

For the ﬁrst Lotus Lines
this year, I used a picture of
a right hand drive Europa
that I took at the Tokyo
Lotus Center for the
“What is it?” back cover.
Here is the story about
that picture. I was in Tokyo
on business and arranged
to stay an extra day at my
expense to troll around the
greater Tokyo area. The
trip to the Tokyo Lotus
Center included a stop
at the downtown Tokyo
Apple Store
where I used
their laptop
displays
to ﬁnd the local dealership. If you head
to the Lotus Cars website and click on
Japan and you’ll see that all the pertinent
information for locating the dealer is in
Japanese. Although they assume that
you’ll be driving there was what looked
like a train stop in the immediate area. Not

By Robert Vets

TOKYO LOTUS CENTER

found in any of the
guidebooks, I needed
to seek assistance in
my quest. I recruited
one of the young
ladies who with a
big smile and earnest
intent, proudly looks
to answer questions
about the array of
computers to curious
customers. She spoke
virtually no English, though she probably understood
more than she spoke. I have only the minimal traveler
language skills - words and phrases that enable the most
important aspects of life on the road, like buying a beer,
paying your bill, getting a train ticket – and understand
only individual words here and there, if I catch them at
all. But she was a good sport and played along. With
some ﬂailing of hands and single word sentences I tried
to explain that I wanted to visit this
place and needed to know what set
of trains would get me there. Tokyo
has, by far, the most impressive
public transportation network of
trains that I have ever seen. She
quickly realized what I wanted and
wrote me a set of instructions, all in
Kanji except for the word “Goal” at
the end. I had what I needed, bowed
and left.
Over a beer, I compared the colorcoded train maps, also in Japanese,
to the hand written instructions to
determine which trains I needed
to take. The dealership was in
a suburb, which has a similar
orientation to Tokyo as Kent or
Auburn does to Seattle, but it was
three train rides and about an hour
away with no break in the urban
landscape. I wandered through the
little neighborhood, bought lunch
at a grocery store where I came to
believe that few random Americans
wandered through. The train-stop
was a few blocks oﬀ the main road
through the area and I rounded
the corner to the main street and
found the Tokyo Lotus Center. The

Outside, as I wandered through the small shop,
an Exige that had met a wall was being unloaded
from a ﬂat bed. The best part however was walking
past the open door of the underground garage
where I spotted an Elise and Esprit. I headed
down the dark ramp to see a garage space packed
with cars and a tiny shop area. An Elise front clam
was hanging from the wall and the whole scene
felt like a scene from Fast & Furious; Tokyo Drift.
My i-pod and I took the train back to the Ginza
shop is small, ﬁts four cars, a couple desks and a rack of
then wandered the rest of the day through the
accessories that reminded me of old motorcycle shops, streets of Tokyo before catching the ﬂight home the next
before ‘lifestyle’ retailing took hold. Overall, it was about morning.
the size of a downtown Starbucks on the ground ﬂoor
of a multi-story apartment building. The folks at the
Tokyo Lotus Center were a bit confounded by my
visit; much less intrigued than the young lady at the
Apple Store. Still, they were quite accommodating,
watched me curiously as I looked at the right hand
drive Elises. There, airbags are options so the interiors
are either the Federal version with the big steering
wheel and central radio or the European version
reminiscent of the Series 1 European Elise. They had
both an Elise R and an Elise S. I took pictures of their
shop and bought a hat. They gave me a small package
of Japanese language Lotus brochures and a DVD
for the Elise S promoting track day use at Suzuka.

