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Braner’s Out, Kimberley’s In at LCU
Group Lotus has announced that, effective September 18th, it would be restructuring Lotus Cars USA (LCU), its wholly
owned US distributor for Lotus Cars. At that time, the only detail that has been announced is that Bob Braner, who was
appointed President and CEO of LCU in May 2006, has been replaced in that capacity by Group Lotus Chairman Mike
Kimberley. Braner will now continue to serve LCU as a consultant on lifestyle marketing and special projects.
Earlier in the month, Kimberley told evo magazine “Production is now tailored to demand – we’re selling 65 cars a week
and we’re making 65 cars a week. We’ve eliminated the build-up of stock, particularly in the US where the situation was
out of hand and unsustainable. There’s a need to refocus Lotus on being a niche company, small enough that a ‘can do’ culture can flourish, as it did in Colin’s (Chapman) day.”
According to Lotus, this is all part of a five-year plan for Lotus that Kimberley presented to the Lotus board back in March.
“You have to have a long-term vision and then stick to it,” Kimberley told evo. That plan calls for a new 2+2 Lotus (codenamed Eagle) to be launched next year and the long-awaited Esprit replacement in 2009. This plan once included a Lotustuned Proton Satria (look through your old newsletters for the announcement), but Proton’s long-running effort to get itself
sold to Volkswagen has resulted in that part of the plane being postponed. Incidentally, Volkswagen, Proton and the Malaysian government are apparently close to a deal again.
The plan also involved recapitalizing Lotus and effectively writing off GBP 60 million in accumulated debt. “We’ve been
through a period of painful right-sizing, and managed to bring down the break-even point from 6000 units to 3000 a year.”
Reaction to Braner’s demotion on Lotus-related internet forums has largely been positive.

Mark’s Toychest & Calendar Photo Selection Night
When: Saturday, October 27th, 5PM-11PM
Starts: Mark Sterner's house, 2606 S. 244th St., Des Moines, WA 98198
Hosts: Mark Sterner & Karyn Scott, (206)321-1337, sterners@comcast.net
Many of you who know me have already questioned my mental health. Chuck DeKeyser calls me “a car enthusiast's enthusiast”. Andy Keck made the comment “you obviously are not well, but in a good way”. You are all invited to my "Certifiably CarCrazy" home and garage in Des Moines to confirm your suspicions. It is filled with all sorts of toys, collectibles,
memorabilia, artwork, and photos of ALL forms of auto racing. I will also be showing a collection of historic Lotus racing
DVDs which will be playing non-stop on TVs upstairs and down. Also, look forward to virtual racing on my computer
with a Logitech pedal and wheel combo, and try your skills at driving a Lotus Cortina, Elan 26R, or vintage Elite around a
test track, as well as some V-8 GT belchfires. If there are any F1 enthusiasts left, I will also have the option of running laps
on Silverstone, Indy, or Monaco in a paddle shifting McLaren simulator. And MOST IMPORTANT, a room will be set up
to display your favorite photos for consideration and to VOTE for selections to be put in next year's 2008 Evergreen Lotus
Car Club CALENDAR! In addition, I will have a light sandwich/dinner buffet going on upstairs, hosted by my daughter
Karyn. You have the option of bringing a snack, salad, or hours devours item. Please let us know what you might bring in
your Evite response. Don't forget to also bring your "Kickapoo Joy Juice" or other favorite beverage of choice. Hope you
all can come for a fun Fall evening, and a chance to get your car in next year's calendar!
Directions:
• From I-5, North or South, take the Hwy 516/Kent/Des Moines exit.
• Head West towards the water and Des Moines, until you come to Hwy 99/Pacific Hwy South/ International Blvd.
• At Hwy 99, turn Left and head South past the Highline Community College Campus.
• Proceed past the main intersection of Hwy 99 and S. 240th. A Lowe's Center should be on your left.
• Look for a body shop sign on the corner and turn Right on S. 244th St off Hwy 99.
• Head down a slight hill and proceed past the intersection of 244th and 26th Pl. S. I am the 2nd house down. PLEASE
don't park in the area on the street above my driveway, where there are no sidewalks. It is OK to park directly in front
of the house, across the street on S. 244th, or down closer to the park and streetlight.
• 2606 is a cream colored house, hidden slightly by some trees, just before 26th Ave. and Parkside Park.

Editor’s Note
If you were paying attention to the last newsletter, you may
have noticed that it was late. Very late. I acknowledged it in
this column. Then it was even more late. One snafu after
another lead to the newsletter not getting printed until three
weeks after I handed it off to the printer.
I really hope that that does not happen with this newsletter!
Also, remember that I am stepping down as newsletter editor at the end of the year. That is coming up soon. Only two
more issues to go.
With the complete lack of response to my calls for a new
editor (and a regular streams of “no, thank you” when I have
suggested it to people), maybe we should think about not
having a printed newsletter and just distribute event info and
club news electronically. What do you think?
Finally, if you see the classifieds, you will see that I have my
Titan Formula Ford race car for sale again. I have made a
lot of progress putting it back together and I don’t have a lot
to do to finish it. That has caused me to realize, as I did
when I was at this point with the rally car that I updated, that
I have absolutely no desire to drive competitively. I just like
to build things. Since I have resumed tracking the Elise, I
realized that is enough fast driving for me.
Owning the Titan has been a chance to follow a dream.
Soon the dream will be fulfilled and it will be time to move
on to the next one.
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Carbon Motors Teams Up With Lotus Engineering Lotus/Carbon Motors PR
ATLANTA, September 11, 2007 – Carbon Motors
Corporation and Lotus Engineering jointly announced today
that the two companies will collaborate on the development
of the world’s first purpose-built law enforcement patrol
vehicle. Terms of the deal were undisclosed.
The first of its kind, this special purpose vehicle will provide
a superior performing product with a much safer and more
efficient operating environment for law enforcement officers,
and offer a significantly lower total cost-of-ownership. A
significant reduction in CO2 emissions is targeted in addition
to a 30% - 50% fuel economy improvement.
William Santana Li, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of
Carbon Motors, remarked, “We have been seeking a worldclass high technology engineering alliance that would help
us provide the best possible vehicle for our country’s First
Responders -- we have found that in Lotus Engineering. We
thank the team at Lotus for joining the cause to provide the
over 800,000 women and men in uniform patrolling our
homeland with the appropriate equipment to help keep our
cities safe. This project is projected to create well over
10,000 new direct and indirect American jobs with a positive

economic impact of over $3 billion. Lotus will be playing a key
role in helping us to achieve our goals.”
Lotus offers globally a full suite of automotive engineering
services. They are capable of taking a project from initial
concept and product design, through development, testing
and prototype build, and can also provide high quality
production support. Having been engaged by the majority of
the world’s top automakers and suppliers, Lotus Engineering
has been involved in the development of a number of
innovative products including the Aston Martin Vanquish, the
Opel Speedster, as well as its own portfolio of vehicles which
Lotus Cars sells globally under its own brand.
“I am personally very excited at this opportunity to
demonstrate, not only to the USA, but also to the world what
two creative companies such as Carbon Motors Corporation
and Lotus Engineering can achieve. We will do everything
possible to ensure the success of this tremendously exciting,
innovative and creative project which, in my personal view, will
meet the needs of the law enforcement automotive segment
in the USA,” said Michael J Kimberley, Chief Executive Officer,
Group Lotus.
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Classified Advertisements
Classified advertising for ELCC members is free. Pricing for
non-members is available on request. To submit ads and for
business ad rates, contact the Editor. Also, please remember
to inform the Editor when you want the ad to be removed.
For Sale: 1969 Lotus Europa S2 (type 65). White with black
interior, 68000 miles. BBS type wheels, $8900 OBO.
Michael
Johnston
(253)973-6893/(253)265-2392,
dianej@ix.netcom.com.
For Sale: 4 Cosmic wheels 6 x 5.5 x 13 with spacers, lug
nuts, and custom Lotus center caps. Good condition. $300.
Chuck Conti, 206-310-7884.
Wanted: 1 set of Elise wheels. Chris Curtin (360)370-5531.
For Sale: 1600 Cortina head. Used, but not by me although
I've been moving it around for 35 years! $40. Can deliver
near I-5 or 405. Chris Curtin (360)370-5531.
For Sale: 1994 Ducati 900 SS/SP, red, runs and looks great,
stock except for flat slide carburetors, good tires, always
garaged, second owner, owned since 1994, 15k miles, $4400
obo. jimtaylor@seanet.com.
For Sale: 1970 Lotus Europa S2, light blue, 63k miles, excellent condition, runs and looks great, MiniLites with Bridgestone RE-71 tires, everything works (I fixed the brakes),
adjustable rear sway bar, some extra parts (cross-flow engine
in pieces, two transaxles one whole and one in pieces). The

first owner had it for about one year. I purchased from second owner located in San Diego around October 1998,
always garaged, $7700 obo. jimtaylor@seanet.com.
For Sale: 1965 Volvo 122, gray, sedan, runs and drives
well, good original condition (great starter for a restoration), some extra parts, daily driver, new timing gear, new
radiator. Needs paint, headliner, and misc TLC, $2250 obo.
jimtaylor@seanet.com.
For Sale: 1987 Porsche 944 Turbo, runs and looks good,
2nd owner, original except for adjustable Koni's (front and
rear), passenger side airbag, excellent tires, fresh alignment, limited slip differential, 152K miles, $9000 obo. Jim
Taylor, 206-232-2237, jimtaylor@seanet.com.
For Sale: 4 assorted tires (13") for early Lotus. $25 each.
Chuck Conti, 206-310-7884.
For Sale: 1985 Lotus Turbo Esprit. 45,000 miles. Used as
regular driver, Lotus maintained, BRG/Gold, BBS wheels,
CD, A/C, $15,800. (509) 447-3344 (Home). (509) 2802478 (Cell). Robert Ewens.
For Sale: 1970 Titan Mk6 Formula Ford. Available in the
spring. I am almost done restoring it, but have no desire to
race it. Ground up restoration. Low hours on engine. Lots
of documentation. Spares package. $17000obo. Alan
Perry, alanp@snowmoose.com.

From The Chair
I've gotten some grief lately in that apparently I've been hiding under a rock or something. Or maybe I've supposedly
fled the country, I dunno. In reality, it's not very exciting, I've
just been busier than normal for this time of year at work. So
it was particularly nice to be able to get a free evening and
make it to last week's First Thursday meet up at Smarty
Pants, especially since I missed the last one or two of those
events. It was a good-sized group and I think we had three (!)
new members show up. But the best part was that Chuck
Dekeyser brought a pile of brochures and other handouts
from his trip to LOG 27 in Aspen just a few weeks ago. I
keep the BWR supercharger flyer on the nightstand beside
my bed now. Maybe Santa will be good to me this year. He
also had plenty of stories about attendees Emerson Fittipaldi,
Alain DeCadenet as well as Peter Egan. Some of which I was
even able to hear. Anyway, if you see Chuck, pry some more
stories out of him. Even better, convince him he needs to
write about his experiences for this newsletter. Alan needs
help applying the pressure.

night I was up very late watching the Chinese Grand Prix
because boycott or no, I wasn't going to pass up the chance
to watch Hamilton clinch the championship (I have very
flexible standards when it comes to outrage). I about
popped an artery when Hamilton's car got lodged in the
gravel trap outside the pits. I think my dog was almost
ready to dial 911 for me, Lassie-style. Now I have to break
my boycott one more time so I can watch the last race of
the season so I can see how it all plays out. But I won't
enjoy it. Maybe when it's all done, I can yell at some kids
to get off my lawn, too.
The Holiday Party: I had hoped to use this space to
announce the date and location of the party and therefore
finish my last major responsibility as chairman. I think I
said something to that effect at Smarty Pants that jinxed the
plans I had put together and our potential host had to back
out. I have a couple of options that I hope work out, but
I've learned that it's never a bad idea to have backup plans
for your backup plans, so get in touch with me please if
you have any ideas. Right now, the likely date would be
either 12/1 or 12/15. 12/8 could work, I suppose, but it's
perilously close to my birthday, an event for which I plan to
be out of town. Then no one would get the Bugatti. Shame.

Not much new to report. All work and no play makes my stories very dull. I can tell you that I went on a complete Formula One boycott after the McLaren penalties were handed
down. I was just disgusted by the whole mess from all sides
of the deal. I even went so far as to delete all the "formula"
See you at Mark's!
keyword searches on my Tivo. So, of course, last Saturday
ELCC events are listed in BOLD
October
7
WWSCC Championship Autocross #8, Everett
12
BSCC Track Day #4, Bremerton
13
BSCC Autocross School, Bremerton
14
BSCC Autocross #8, Bremerton
20
IRDC Enduro, Pacific Raceways
21
SCCA Regional #8, Bremerton
27
Mark’s Toychest and Calendar Photo Selection,
Des Moines
27
IRDC Track Day, Bremerton
November
3-4
ACNW Track Days, Bremerton
28
NWARC Novice Drivers School, Bremerton
December
x
ELCC Holiday Party, TBD

Car Clubs
ACNW: Audi Club Northwest
http://www.audiclubnw.org
BMWCCA: BMW Car Club - Puget Sound Region
425-481-9571
http://www.bmwpugetsound.com
CMCS: Corvette Marque Club of Seattle
425-486-2309
http://www.corvettemarqueclub.com
NWARC: Northwest Alfa Romeo Club
360-766-4405
http://www.nwalfaclub.com
WWSCC: Western Washington Sports Car Council
206-255-0658
http://www.wwscc.org
Racing Clubs
BSCC: Bremerton Sports Car Club
360-697-1761
http://www.bscc.net
CSCC: Cascade Sports Car Club, Portland, OR
503-543-8161
http://www.cascadesportscarclub.org
IRDC: International Race Drivers Club, Seattle, WA
206-781-8199
http://www.irdc-racing.com
ICSCC: International Conference of Sports Car Clubs
425-226-1338
http://www.icscc.com
SCCA: Sports Car Club of America, NW Region
206-292-0500
http://www.nwr-scca.org
SCCBC: Sports Car Club of British Columbia
604-824-7277
http://www.sccbc.net
SOVREN: Society of Vintage Racing Enthusiasts
206-232-4644
http://www.sovren.org
TC: Team Continental, Portland, OR
503-645-9058
http://www.teamcontinental.com

Miscellaneous Lotus News
On September 23, Lotus hosted an Open Day to celebrate 40
years of manufacturing at Hethel. The Assembly Halls were
opened up as was the Lotus Engineering facilities. Classic
Team Lotus has several cars on display as well as various
classic Lotus road cars.
•
Catching up ... the following people have joined ELCC so far
this year - Anthony Benson, Rob Whitacre, John R. Thomas,
Chris Phillips, Robert Vets, Jason Frautschi, Rob and Noel
Dike, Thomas Kincer, Tom Hufnagl and David Morelock.
Chris has even helped put together an event already. Welcome to the club and sorry for the delay in acknowledging
your membership

West Side Drive by Alan Perry

Now On eBay

The route went from Gig Harbor, west towards the Key Peninsula, north towards Allyn then Belfair. From there, the
route was a double loop through very fun and sparsely populated roads on the inside hook of the Hood Canal. After a
The odd thing is that I didn’t even drive the event. I run the vote of participants, it was decided to end the drive at a brewElise on trip permits. I buy all of the trip permits that I need house in Silverdale.
for a summer all together. However, back in July, I made a At the beginning of this, I mentioned that it was good that
mistake completing a trip permit, which invalidated it, and drive was lightly attended. Why? Because the small number
then forgot that I needed to buy a replacement until I went of attendees meant that it was more likely that they would all
to fill out a trip permit for the West Side Drive and found be of like mind concerning how fast to take the route. And,
that I had none. Instead I drove to the starting point in my since I wasn’t driving, I did not have the pressure of deciding
how fast that would be.
R32 and rode along with a couple different people.

This accident damaged 1998 Elise went up on eBay in September. According to the seller, it is “damaged [and]
repairable with parts to repair. It has had damage to the side
only as in pictures, floor and damaged parts removed apart
from sill there is a complete side and floor pan with this an
easy repair to the right person, this is the only damage apart
from very little mark on front.”

The West Side Drive has been a lightly attended event for a
while. The threat of rain contributed to this year’s drive
being even more lightly attended than usual. And that was
a good thing.

this extrusion is glued to rest of the chassis in a clean room
environment. Even if doing clean room adhesive application
is an easy repair for you, most of the car would need to be
disassembled, the repair made and then the car would need to
be reassembled because so much of the car attaches to the
side of the chassis.

This car looks like it has a lot of good parts, but it will likely
“An easy repair” is an interesting characterization of the never drive again and is definitely not an “easy repair”.
damage. The entire left side of the chassis, a large alumi- The auction ended earlier with no high bidder.
num extrusion and a primary part of the chassis structure,
Photos courtesy of eBay
seems to be missing. Also, when the chassis is assembled,

Gary Holt, organizer of previous West Side Drives, showed I lead the drive from the passenger seat, first in Mark’s
up with his daughters, but they both would not fit in his Delorean and then Andy’s Elise. Both of them drove much
faster than I would have if I driving the lead car. I did warn
Europa, so he didn’t participate in the drive.
So, who showed up and actually drove a car in the drive? Andy to slow down passing the Sheriff Deputy’s house.
Mark Sterner brought his Delorean. Andy Keck brought
his Elise. Chris Phillips, who lives in Gig Harbor and suggested roads for the drive, brought his Caterham. There
was also a V8 Esprit that I think was driven by James Ochs
and his son (I am not that good with names, which isn’t a
good thing for newsletter editors).

For all of the concerns about the weather, I saw only a small
number of raindrops hit the windscreen of Andy’s car at the
end of the drive (as we were heading to the brewhouse). Two
of the cars on the drive had no tops and it was no issue.
Everyone seemed to have a good time and that is the important thing.

Alfa Club Lapping Day, Part 2 by Alan Perry, photo by Mark Sterner
When we last left this story, I only managed to complete However, doing this, you end up exiting the turn, you run out
one session at the July lapping day before a seatbelt bolt of road as you go faster. Instead, it is recommended that one
pulled out and I had to skip the rest of the day. With new enter the turn from the extreme left side of the track (pass
Helicoils installed, I was back out last month to try again.
This time I had help from Mark Sterner. He figured out my
camera and shot photos. He watched the Alfa Club video
on driving the track and provided coaching. He was much
more disciplined about everything than I was.
I went out there intending to work on my braking. I always
brake too early. However, once I got out there, I started
working on easier ways to go faster.
First. I had been lifting at the fastest point on the track, the
entry for turn 1. The car felt unsettled and the engine was
making strange noises. I tried two things - upshifting to 5th
gear and not lifting. That cut seconds off of my lap time.
This is weird for a couple of reasons. First, when I was
doing lapping days with the old, long front straight, I could over the ‘7’ mark) and late apex. This let me go through the
never use 5th. Now, I had to use fifth. Also, after a couple corner faster and shaved a little more time off of my lap.
of times not lifting, the car no longer felt unsettled. Or Didn’t really work on my braking though. Mark watched me
maybe it was never really unsettled.
and saw that I was losing tons of time by braking too early
The next thing that I tried was a trick that I learned from into turn 8. I’ll be back out there in the spring.
Mark through the Alfa Club video. This was a different
Here is a link to my in-car video from the day:
line into turn 9, the start of the front straight. I had been http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-8710434973896319472
apexing at the apex cone that sticks out of the grandstand.

