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The ELCC SOOT (South Of Olympia Tour)
When: Saturday, June 14th, 2003
Where: Starting in Tumwater, WA
Everyone is invited to a wonderful drive from Tumwater to Centralia and back again.  Yes, I know it’s far from Seattle 
(approx. 1 hr. 15 min. @ 75 mph on I-5), but the rewards are many.  This route is perfect for a nimble, lightweight Lotus.  
Expect long stretches of twisting country roads (no gravel) connected by short blasts on 2-lane highways.  The loop is 
approx. 90 miles and if that’s not enough, you can turn around at the end and run it in reverse.  Maps will be handed out at 
the meeting point at 10 a.m.
Directions:

• From Seattle, take I-5 South to Exit #101 (not highway 101) south of Olympia.
• Turn Left onto Airdustrial Way.
• In approximately one mile, turn Right onto Capital Road and then turn Right into the Texaco parking lot.

Evergreen Lotus Car Club
P.O. Box 40481
Bellevue, WA 98015-4481

Vancouver All-British Field Meet 2003
The 18th annual Vancouver All British Field Meet was 
held May 17th on the grounds of the VanDusen Botanical 
Garden in Vancouver's Shaughnessy neighborhood.  Fit-
tingly, the Meet is held on the Victoria Day long-weekend, 
created to celebrate the birthday of the British queen who 
approved the merging of the colonies of British North 
America into the Dominion of Canadian provinces (i.e. cre-
ated the country of Canada) in 1867.

Organizers of the Meet tout it as the largest of its kind in 
Canada, with over 500 cars and an expected 6000 attend-
ees.  In spite of hailstorms the evening before and rain most 
of the morning of, the promoters' promise were more than 
fulfilled.

The first indication of the success of the Meet was the hun-
dreds of attendees' cars being funneled through the tiny, 50 
car parking lot, at the entrance of the Garden.  Ten minutes 
later, I was back on the narrow streets of the affluent neigh-
borhood.  Ten more minutes of slaloming between illegally 
parked cars netted a parking spot about five hundred yards 
from the Gardens.  Another ten minutes of walking and $10 
entrance fee finally netted an impressive sight - about five 
hundred British cars parked in sweeping arcs on freshly 
mowed grassy hills.

For those of you who have attended the Western Washing-
ton ABFM in Bellevue, imagine a larger meet, with the cars 
parked on sweeping grassy hills instead of terraced asphalt, 
and a back-drop of rare trees and flowering plants instead 
of the buildings of the Bellevue Community College.
Also imagine an impressive array of about one hundred 
Triumphs, fifty or so MGs, dozens of Morgans, dozens of 

Austin-Healeys, a gaggle of old and new Minis, a nice collec-
tion of Jaguars, and the expected sprinkling of Sunbeams, 
Sprites, Rolls Royce, and London Taxis.

Finally, picture auto celebrities like Dennis Gage of My Clas-
sic Car, and many hundreds of non-celebrities, admiring the 
collection.
Quite impressive all around.

Well, not quite.  There was one flaw at the Vancouver ABFM 
- the Lotus corral.

How to describe it?  Let's just say that the Lotus display at the 
Western Washington ABFM beats the Vancouver display 
hands down.
The Western Washington ABFM Lotuses are at the top of the 
hill instead of the bottom.  They are not wedged between the 
'for sale' tables, port-a-potties, and fifty-year old baby 
boomers dressed in weekend leather standing next to their 
British motorcycles.  Perhaps most importantly, the Western 
Washington Lotuses are nice well-maintained cars from 
ELCC members and Park Place, instead of a handful of well-
used Elites, Esprits, Elans, and Euporas, and a somewhat 
embarrassing display of "Candian Tire special"* Sevens from 
the fellow on Vancouver Island who has become famous for 
putting motorcycle engines in Caterhams and disclaiming on 
email lists that they are definitely not better than any Cater-
ham being sold in the US.

Sad to see the Sunbeams and London Taxis get better place-
ment than the Lotuses.  But I will definitely go back to Van-
couver next year to see the impressive display of non-
Lotuses, and to Bellevue this summer to nice Lotuses.

(continued on page 4)



Editor’s Note
Still in Connecticut.  Theoretically, my work here should be 
done and I should be home now.  However, it is so nice hav-
ing someone else deal with mailing the newsletter that I think 
I’ll just stay out here for another month or so.

So, it is about 2am and I am sitting in a motel room in Wind-
sor Locks, CT with Tin Cup showing on HBO in the back-
ground.  This column is the last thing that I have to write 
before this newsletter is done and I can go to bed.

I am very thankful when I get article submissions, if only 
because it is words that I don’t have to write (and, thus, I get 
more sleep!).

In the months that I have been doing the newsletter, lots of 
folks have submitted articles and the writing has been pretty 
good too.  In the last couple of months, Don Christopher has 
been sending in great stuff and I really appreciate his efforts.
I am also very thankful for Andre’s work.  He has consis-
tently given me a column to run every month, as well as mis-
cellaneous other items (though I am still waiting for the next 
installment of his how-to-go-racing series).

It is not hard to write articles and, even if you don’t have stel-
lar writing skills, I have plenty of experience rewriting arti-
cles, so why don’t you submit something for the newsletter?

Gotta go.  No Way Out is on HBO next.

Lotus Lines is the official newsletter of the Evergreen Lotus Car Club.  
Opinions expressed in Lotus Lines are those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent those of the ELCC or its officers.  Use all techni-
cal information at your own risk.  Please submit all articles, art work, 
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use the material printed in Lotus Lines, provided that the ELCC, Lotus 
Lines and the author are duly credited.  The ELCC is not affiliated 
with and does not represent Lotus Cars Ltd., Group Lotus, Team 
Lotus, or any Lotus related organization.
Membership in the ELCC is $20/year, with the membership year start-
ing in January, and is prorated in three month increments.  Member-
ship includes a club roster and a subscription to Lotus Lines.
Contact the Editor for business ads rates in Lotus Lines.
Contact ELCC at:

Evergreen Lotus Car Club
P.O. Box 40481
Bellevue, WA 98015-4481
http://www.elcc.org

The ELCC officers are elected bi-annually and those officers are cur-
rently:

Chairman: Andre Samson (206)528-8141
ags58@earthlink.net

Membership: Jim Taylor (206)232-2237
jimtaylor@seanet.com

Treasurer: Dave Billings (425)788-1900
dave@bilcoh.com

Webmaster: Andre Samson (206)528-8141
ags58@earthlink.net

Editor: Alan Perry (206)855-9464
alanp@snowmoose.com

Custom exhaust with optional Supertrapp tip (for quiet 
days).  Custom lower motor mount (lighter and stronger).  
Set of rain tires.  Fuel container and filler.  $67500. Colin 
425-417-3862 or http://www.lotussource.com/lsclassified/
MotorsportElise/summary.htm for more information.
For Sale: 1963 Lotus Elan Series 1.  45700 miles.  Red 
with original gray top and gray center console.  Original 
teak 3/4 dash.  Original style steel wheels and hub caps.  A 
great example of the earliest Elans with low miles.  Would 
prefer to sell to a good, local home.  Asking $20,000.  
Maury Montag, 425-391-5359.
For Sale: 1990 Yamaha FZR400A.  Light weight sport 
bike in original street trim.  Black with blue/silver accents.  
New plugs and thermostat. Runs great. Comes with service 
manual. 17500 miles. $3000 OBO. Alan, 206-855-9464, 
alanp@snowmoose.com.
For Sale: 1962 Jaguar Mk 2. British green, 3.8 liter, AT, 
power steering, power brakes. $23,000. Scott, 206-723-
5094, Seattle, WA.
For Sale: AP Lockheed Brake Boosters, Model LR17818 
Servo Units. Perfect for a variety of makes and models, 
including Lotus Europa.  Brand new, purchased for a ‘73 
Europa.  Original units on the car were Girling, so the 
replacements won’t work for concours, and we want to pre-
serve the originality look.  Never installed, original factory 
boxed pair complete with new line and hose.  Seller refuses 
to take returns due to their insurance policy.  Cost new 
$850 for the pair, will accept best offer over $700.  Contact 
Sandy at Lotus118@yahoo.com for more information.
For Sale: 1979 Eclat, Black, 40k miles, Automatic, $7000 
obo to good home.  Joe Terry, 425-885-0637.

Classified advertising for ELCC members is free.  Pricing for 
non-members is available on request.  To submit ads and for 
business ad rates, contact the Editor.  Also, please remember 
to inform the Editor when you no longer want the ad to be 
run.
For Sale: Car trailer suitable for smaller Lotuses and race 
cars, $600. Randall Fehr, rsfehr@seanet.com, 206-782-8951.
Parts Wanted: for 1968 Series III Seven. Engine brackets 
for crossflow, front lower a-arms, handbrake lever, Caterham 
reprint of Seven Manual. Andre, 206-528-8141, 
ags58@earthlink.net.
For Sale: 1969 Europa S2.  White w/red pin stripes.  Mild 
fender flares.  67k miles. $6900 OBO.  Michael 253-973-
6893, Gig Harbor, WA.
For Sale: From 1976 Mk 4 1500 Spitfire.  L&R front 
uprights with stub axles/steering arms/hubs/brake calipers 
and discs, L&R rear brake assemblies, i.e., drums with 
complete backing plate assemblies.  I believe these 
interchange on some Lotus models.  Bob Scheib, 509-783-
3126, ROBERT.SCHEIB@gte.net.
For Sale: Fuel tank for Twin Cam Europa, pressure-tested, 
$100. Ambient air temperature gauge for Elan +2, NOS, in 
box, needs calibration, $75.  1965 BSA B40 single, big-
project, $400 obo. 1967 Triumph Tiger Cub, project, $1200 
obo.  Bob Cross, 360-652-9260.
Parts Wanted: for Type 14 Elite.  Any spares you have.  
Building a car from a bare shell.  John Schneeman 206-854-
6706.
For Sale: Motorsports Elise.  Red.  Alignment & ride height 
changed.  Gel cell battery.  Spare splitter.  Spare alternator. 

Classified Advertisements

C

Elise S Sport (continued from page 5)
To go with the butcher looking styling, Simon selected 17 
and 18 inch wheels at the front and rear respectively. These 
are mounted on five bolt hubs on new CNC machined alu-
miunium uprights. New, tougher wishbones and ball joints 
have been used. There's a revised Koni/Eibach suspension 
set up all round too. 310mm disks and four pot calipers take 
care of the stopping.
The prototype we saw this week was based on the S2 show 
car and uses a new clamshell, new front wings, new tail 
panel and the roof from an Exige. Simon hasn't limited his 
project to the S2 though. Exactly the same formula has 
been applied to an S1 Elise (and could be for an Exige). For 

us that that was the more exciting option. Find a tired series 
one Elise or better still one with rear crash damage and the 
£18K conversion looks a very attractive proposition. That's 
with a brand new engine and gearbox too.

The Elise S Sport is a very welcome addition to the Elise 
world. For anyone loving the looks of the Elise, but wanting 
more power, options have been limited to buying an Exige, 
squeezing the K series or opting for the VTEC conversion. 
The S Sport offers an exciting new option - an Elise with the 
looks to match its power. Finally we have the wolf in wolf's 
clothing.



from him.  His e-mail address is Don.Christopher@world-
net.att.net.

ALAN PERRY continues rallying in the SCCA ClubRally 
and ProRally series, as well as the Canadian CARS 
National Championship.  He started the CARS series with a 
delaminated tire, broken toe link, a rollover accident and an 
off-course excursion at speed at night.  After being over-
come by fuel vapors in the car from the rollover, he wel-
comed his team’s withdrawal.

Event Calendar
Car Clubs
BMWCCA: BMW Car Club - Puget Sound Region
425-481-9571 http://www.bmwpugetsound.com
CMCS: Corvette Marque Club of Seattle
425-486-2309 http://www.corvettemarqueclub.com
NWARC: Northwest Alfa Romeo Club
360-766-4405 http://welcome.to/nwarc
WWSCC: Western Washington Sports Car Council
206-255-0658 http://www.wwscc.org

Racing Clubs
BSCC: Bremerton Sports Car Club
360-697-1761 http://www.bscc.net
CSCC: Cascade Sports Car Club, Portland, OR
503-543-8161 http://www.cascadescc.com
IRDC: International Race Drivers Club, Seattle, WA
206-781-8199 http://www.irdc-racing.com
ICSCC: International Conference of Sports Car Clubs
425-226-1338 http://www.icscc.com
SCCA: Sports Car Club of America, NW Region
206-292-0500 http://www.nwr-scca.org
SCCBC: Sports Car Club of British Columbia
604-824-7277 http://www.sccbc.net
SOVREN: Society of Vintage Racing Enthusiasts
206-232-4644 http://www.sovren.org
TC: Team Continental, Portland, OR
503-645-9058 http://www.teamcontinental.com

ELCC events are listed in BOLD

June
6 CSCC Driver Training, PIR
13-14 SCCA National/Regional, PIR
14 South Of Olympia Tour

July
4-6 ELCC Corral at SOVREN Pacific Northwest 

Historic Races, Pacific Raceways
11-13 NVRG Historic Races, PIR
26 Western Washington All-British Field Meet, 

Bellevue Community College, WA

August
16 “West Side Drive”
15-17 Lotus Ltd. LOG 23, Grand Island, NY
29-31 Lotus Gathering at Portland ABFM

September
13-14 Run To The Gorge

October

November

December
TBD Holiday Party

... and Since the Newsletter Doesn’t Show Up Until the Second Week of the Month

Tom Miller is hosting our June event, the South of Olympia 
Tour (SOOT), June 14 with a starting time of 10:00 AM from 
the rondezvous.  See the invite in this issue.

July is the High Holy Days for Pacific Northwest vintage 
cars, the Historics and the ABFM.

We are getting only 8 weekend packages for the SOVREN 
Historics this year.  Though Saturday has been the more pop-
ular day, up to 300 cars last year, Sunday, if last year is any 
indication, is less hectic and more likely to get parade laps in. 
Traditionally there are 100 fewer cars in the Corral Sunday. 
So consider making a Sunday of it. Tickets are $20 a day for 
car and driver.  Passengers must buy a general admission 
ticket.  If you buy both Sat and Sun, you get a pass for Friday 
free.  There are no activities in the Corral Friday, but you get 
into the races and can park all day in the Corral area much 
closer to the racecar paddock.

There is no Will Call service, so tickets must be picked up 
before Friday.  A SASE sent to me will help get you your 
tickets in a timely manner.  Or you can come pick them up 
from me in Northeast Seattle.

The Corral opens at 8:00AM, but your car should be in the 
Corral by 10AM-ish.  If you are too late you may be denied 
entrance until after the parade laps.  To get to the Corral, 
when approaching the first ticket gate on the track access 
road, unless a sign directs otherwise, stay to the left.  You 
don't need to get into the General Admission ticket line.  
Show your Corral pass and they will direct you to the Corral 
ticket booth, where you can buy your passenger's ticket(s) 

and get final instructions on where to proceed.  We may be 
along the front straight this year with the other "Perfor-
mance Fords", hopefully under the trees, but look for our 
sandwich boards.  Expect to sign a Liability waiver.

Again this year if your passenger seat is available for the 
parade laps, SOVREN is asking you give a ride to one of 
the many volunteers that make an event like this happen.  
Check with the folks at the SOVREN Guild tent to sign up.  
Take it easy on the parade laps, an incident could deny 
access for everyone.  Obvious fluid leaks will keep you off 
the track too.

At the planning meeting they talked of judging again.  Cat-
egories will be announced in the info packet received at the 
track.  Judging may be a little more serious this year (Par-
ticipants Choice?), but it is still not a concourse so don't 
bring your attitude.  I suggested a "Rusty Spanner" cate-
gory award for the roughest car driven to the Corral.
And remember, most, if not all, of the workers that you 
meet will be volunteers, so treat them nicely and be patient.
At the end of July we will be organizing the Lotus section 
of the All British Field Meet again at Bellevue Community 
College.  See more info in the next issue of Lotus Lines.

And on Saturday, August 16, Gary Holt, with the help of 
David Caley, Alan Perry, and possibly other West side 
members, will be leading the west side drive. The Event 
Calendar on the web site is updated so you can double 
check dates and changes.

Andre

From The Chair

Member’s Notes Compiled from members
Submit your notes to the Chairman or the Editor.
DON CHRISTOPHER reports that the BBC recently broad-
casted a special on Caterham and their attempt to create a 
replacement for the Seven.  The show is available for down-
load from http://www.unibrain.org/motorsports/caterham/
BBC4Documentary.htm.  ELCC members without high-
speed Internet capabilities (it will takes many, many hours to 
download via a dial-up connection) can receive a copy on CD 

When: Friday, Saturday, Sunday, July 4, 5, and 6, 2003
Where: Pacific Raceways

31001  144th SE, Kent, WA  98042
Host: Andre Samson  206-528-8141

Our Annual Participation in the SOVREN Historics Car Corral. Show your cars, look at other cars, watch races, kibutz with 
other car loonies, and generally "mess about with cars".  Hopefully get to drive your car on the parade laps.

Costs: Saturday and Sunday, $20 each day for car and driver purchased from Andre Samson. Friday passes also avail-
able. Passenger tickets available day of at the Corral entrance.

Directions:
• From either northbound or southbound SR-18, take the exit for SE 304th/SE 312th.  Look for either a Green River Com-

munity College and/or a Pacific Raceways sign about a 1/4 mile before the exit.
• At the end of the exit ramp, turn Left.
• Turn Right onto the track access road.



Elise S Sport Blatantly stolen from Pistonheads (www.pistonheads.com)

Vancouver All British Field Meet 2003 (continued from page 1)

Above - Panoramic view looking up the hill, with a collection of original and modern Minis in the foreground.
Below - Panoramic view looking down the hill, with the Lotus corral in the upper-middle, book-cased between the motorcycles on the left 
and port-a-potties and for-sale tables on the right.  A line of Triumph TR6s is in the foreground. Bigger, better 300bhp Elise is imminent

If you've been waiting with a packed wallet for a new pow-
erful Lotus then you may find the weight of those readies is 
becoming a bit tiresome.

There are no new Esprits to be had in the UK and despite 
the talk of a replacement it's a long way off yet. The M250 
was still-born and without the Exige we're simply left with 
numerous special editions of the Elise S2. Whilst Chap-
man's principles of low weight make the Elise fun, there 
ain't no substitute for cubic inches and a high powered 
Lotus is desperately needed to beef up the 'range'. To date 
that gap in the market has been filled by the Noble M12 
which whilst a massively capable car misses that one vital 
ingredient - a Lotus badge.

An extra 200mm has been grafted into the wheelbase and the 
car has been widened by 200mm too. The result is remark-
ably subtle. Looking at the Elise S Sport in isolation, you'd 
certainly appreciate that the car has more presence, but the 
proportions of the car remain very close to the original so you 
could be forgiven for doing a double take before clocking 
what was different.

For those of you who would like to see photos of the Van-
couver AFBM, log on to their web page at http://www.west-
erndriver.com/events/2003-abfm/index.html.

Footnote:  *Canadian Tire a chain of Canadian stores that is 
a cross between a Target and a Schuck's.  A "Canadian Tire 
special" is a car decked out with all that junky do-it-your-
self stuff you can buy in the car accessory isle.

Story and photos by Don Christopher That chasm in the Lotus range was something that bothered 
Simon Scleater. Excited by the idea of a more powerful 
Elise along the lines of the GT1, Simon left Lotus's Motor-
sport Division in April 2002 and set out to build his own.

Bigger and Better

The result is the Elise S Sport. To some the idea of taking 
an Elise and lengthening and widening it will be sacrilege. 
Wait until you see it though, before you dismiss the idea. 

Upon that second glance you'll appreciate that the bigger car 
has a lot more presence. The beefed up Elise looks like it 
means business - and it does. One of the reasons for stretch-
ing the car by 200mm was to allow the fitment of a new rear 
subframe to hold the 3 litre V6. A V6 with 315bhp. Now do 
you get the picture? Finally we have a powerful Elise that 
looks the part.

The choice of V6 is an unusual one. The unit is Vauxhall's 
along with some fettling from Swindon Race Engines. New 
cams of a proprietary design are used along with a double 
roller barrel throttle and some sexy looking carbon trumpets.

Why Vauxhall? Because GM are happy to sell these units to 
anyone who wants one. Future cars will make use of the 
newer 3.2 litre unit so we can expect a little more power - as 
if 315bhp isn't sufficient. Power is transmitted to the wheels 
via a brand new Audi gearbox with a choice of five or six 
ratios.

(continued on page 7)

Pininfarina-bodied Elise shown at the Geneva Auto Show. 
(Photo courtesy of www.cardesignnews.com)


