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It's as coarse and undiluted as a concert hall filled with Limp Bizkit
fans on crack, and just about as refined. It's also quite easily the
most entertaining car we've ever experienced and without question
one of the most unique automobiles on the planet. Sun Interna-
tional's Lotus Elise, with a Honda B8 stuffed neatly in place of the
original Rover K-series engine, makes no apologies for being the
most fun-to-drive car in the world.

British and Japanese engineering join American capitalist instinct in
the most raw, pure and potent car we've ever driven by Josh Jac-
quot

It speaks to the pure, hard-core car enthusiast in all of us like no
other car we've driven. It's as simple, light and uncompromised as a
modern automobile can be and still be called a car. Plus, it's blind-
ingly quick. Not quick like a Lancer or WRX. It's doesn't have that
go-anywhere-on-any-road kind of speed that we love so much at
Sport Compact Car. It's a different sort of thing altogether. Take
the spirited, fun loving nature of the Miata, cross it with the dynam-
ics and power delivery of a shifter kart and turn it loose on the road
with a shapely and ultra-lightweight Fiberglas body. That's Sun Inter-
national's Lotus Elise.

Go

Describing the Lotus's power delivery is going to sound familiar to
anyone who reads SCC very often. We've already dedicated far too
many pages of this journal to describing how well the BI8C5 (yes,
the Type R engine) motivates the aging Integra chassis. What we
haven't done is tell you what it sounds like |8 inches behind your
head in the plastic-bodied Elise. It's weird, it's loud and it's fast.

Inside this issue:

First up, the noise. If you like the sound of Honda's high-overlap B-series engines, you'll like what you
get in the Elise. Although the two cars we drove had slightly different intake configurations, there's no | Sun Intl Elise /
escaping the Honda engine note above 6000 rpm. In the Elise, however, it's not damped by the firewall
or hood. In fact, it resonates through the little car's plastic body like a fire alarm in a steel culvert. Erotaihe Chol 2

With all that noise comes the most insane, Honda-motivated acceleration we've been part of. Luckily,

It's not just the Honda engine that makes the tarmac disappear so rapidly under the British roadster's PNW Historics 3
flanks. The rest of the Type R drivetrain is working inside the Lotus chassis as well. The entire Type R
transaxle, including the Helical limited-slip differential, hides beneath the Lotus's bonnet. That means, Event Calendar 6
and we've said this before, every shift at redline places the engine right back in VTEC-land where it can
once again pound back to speed without the delay of a cam switchover. It also means the Lotus is Issaquah Fun Drive 6

graced with one of the most effective and livable limited slips available today.
ABFM & Olympic Drive 6
Standing on the gas around a corner gave us the results we had always hoped for in this car. Even be-
fore the cam switch, the Elise will power sideways with controlled authority. This little car speaks a
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Randall Fehr Restorations

30 South Horton Street
Seattle, Washington 98134
206-622-7469

From the Chair

Hello, one and all, and welcome to the summer driving season. With driv-
ing events in June and August, and car-showing-off events in July, all we
need to do is hope for good weather. Of course, we can always expect
rain the first morning of the SOVREN Vintage races 4th of July weekend.
But other than that, let's pray for sunshine.

New for this summer will be a better than ever canopy for our use at SIR
and the ABFM. Compliments of Jim Taylor (just ask him), I'm sure this
beauty will provide even more shade (or rain protection) than ever before.

~ Sorry Jim, | couldn't resist "buting" you.

As | mentioned, our June event will be a fun drive in the environs south of
Issaquah. Look for details elsewhere in this issue, but we'll be meeting for
fueling (Starbucks) and then heading off for a couple hours driving
through the best roads in the area. In August, we'll be back to the other
side of the Sound, where David & Virginia Caley will be organizing and
hosting a rally in their area. This should be a wonderful event, as it was a
few years back. Be sure to put it on your calendar.

In Lotus news, many of you may have heard that the M250 project has
been scrapped. This is a sad turn for Lotus, who has really been on a tear
with the critical and financial success of the Elise, and the additional kudos
received for the 340R. The company appeared poised to deliver yet an-
other strong product in the M250, but have decided to totally revise the
car to make it more suitable for world markets. The positive spin to all
this is that Lotus claims all future cars will be designed for global release
and legalization. Don't hold your breath, but let's hope this is true.

Well, that's it from these parts. | hope we'll see lots of people through the
summer, as well as those lovely little cars.

Cheers to all,

Dave Billings
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Pacific Northwest Historics
July 6-4,2001 @ SIR

A Phil Smart prese™® For the something-something consecutive year, the
e The 13th ANNUAL ELCC will be participating in the Car Corral at the Pa-

cific Northwest Historics. This year's celebrity driver
PAClFIC NORTHWEST HISTO RICS ill be Dan Gurney, with the featured hardware being
American Powered V-8 Racing Cars, just perfect for
“'the ELCC. We'll be picking a place to meet for lunch
for those interested, and will otherwise walk around

\and drool at (and sometimes on) the beautiful ma-
- chinery gracing the paddock and track.

" I'l be making calls to the Car Corral regulars, but
~anyone wishing to participate in this should call or e-
mail me at 206-241-2116 /| bilcoh@home.com.
LLI Tickets for the driver and car are $20/1 day, or
_ O '$35/2 days with the 3rd day being free. Prices for
=

general admission are the same as the Car Corral.
See you there,

. Dave

Seattle International Raceway, Kent Washington

Suppirted By Beneftng Sanchened By

ABFM UPDATE
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Entry Forms for the 13" Annual Western Washington All
TTT BAWGH Mulanny G2 |E@elfeock| CHURCHILL British Field Meet have been mailed. If you have not re-

EAL ESTATE INC.

For race information (206) 389-5200 or visit our website at www.sovren.org 7 eived yours please contact Arnie Taub at 425-644-7874

or by email: ataub@worldnet.att.net

Remember to have your entry post marked before June 28, 200! to qualify for the $500.00 prize drawing for early entries.

On Sunday July 29" we are having a Continental Breakfast and Tour of Pat Hart’s Car Collection
The cost is 10.00 per person. This is a great opportunity to see some one of a kind cars, great fossils and much more.

If you would like to attend please send a check made payable to:

The Puget Sound British Automotive Society

17610 NE 8" Place

Bellevue, WA 98008

Please include a phone number and your return address

If you have any questions please call Arnie Taub 425-644-7874 or E-Mail ataub@worldnet.att.net
Thank You

Arnie & Sue Taub
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(Continued from page 1)

language we understand. Its tongue is
part Miata, part Lotus, part Honda
and part full-on racecar. All of which
becomes immediately obvious from
behind the wheel.

We won't waste your time rambling
on about power-to-weight ratios and
loony acceleration numbers. Those
things aren't what this car is all
about. The Elise is about the experi-
ence of uncompromised driving
pleasure. Besides, the numbers are
so good there's no point in that kind
of hair-splitting here. Want to beat
the car beside you to the next stop-
light?

No problem, mash the gas and go.
Nothing short of a Porsche Turbo or
Corvette Z06--neither of which
could provide the minimalist driving
experience of the Elise--will keep up. |

Turn

Up to this point, our benchmarks for dynamics in small cars have been Mazda's wonderful Miata and Toyota's different, but equally
capable, MR2 Spyder. There's no comparison with an Elise. It's got the chassis rigidity the Miata can only hope for and the suspension
the MR2 deserves--with weight that makes both camps green with envy. It's a straightferward, no-holds- barred cornering machine.

In fact, its focus is so evident it makes our first-generation Miata project car feel like a couch by comparison. And it's not just the sus-
pension that sends that message. Every surface of the Elise serves a purpose, every angle of its body fits that purpose and every driver
interface is sharp and precise. The Miata is a toy, while the Elise is a tool. Bend the Elise through a slalom and every input and correc-
tion seems second nature. Balancing power with grip is an intuitive compromise in this car--everything just works right together. It's as
if the B8 was meant to be there from the beginning--at least as far as the dynamics are concerned.

Our time with the car was too short to offer a comprehensive look at the car's road manners. But we have enough seat time to be
confident of one thing. The shortcomings of a car this size are easily overlooked by spending two minutes behind the wheel. Even
without 200 hp (stock Elises come with 120 hp), this is a lot of car. There's no doubt that Colin Chapman's philosophy drove the de-
sign of the Elise.

If there is any area to fault, it's the Elise's lack of suspension travel; we noticed it bottoming on very small bumps. However, that's a
shortcoming common to almost any car this size--and the only one we could find.

Purity

The best part? The simple lack of unnecessary crap. And we mean that in the most appreciative way. After squirming over the wide sill
(necessary for the huge rigidity present here but rarely found in other roadsters), our hind ends found comfort and support in a sim-
ple piece of aluminum covered with leather. The beauty is in the details. The seats are hard as hell, there's no question about it. Their
design, the shape of the aluminum and the placement of the one or two pieces of padding, is exacting and perfect. They're simple and
decidedly effective just like the rest of the car.

The seats are just the beginning. The whole car follows this theme. In fact, the driving experience is so overwhelming we can't even
recall if our test car had a radio. The driving is simply that involving. Nothing matters except the next corner. During testing of the
Elise, we found ourselves asking why other cars can't be this good. And, without hesitation, we reached one simple conclusion time
after time. Weight. Or to be more precise, lack of weight.

(Continued on page 5)
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With the exception of a Lotus Europa, which was built with the benefit (if one chooses to see it that way) of 1960s-era safety stan-
dards, this is the lightest car we've driven. At 1,710 Ibs,, there's simply no room for excess. No air conditioning, no spare tire, no
power anything. It takes driving back to what it should be--the simplest of interactions between man and machine.

The lack of weight is evident everywhere in the Elise. Its doors and A-pillar must be handled with care; their paper-thin construction
makes one instantly aware of their fragility. Don't lean on the body or hang on the door or you'll likely end up with pile of broken
Fiberglas. Don't plan on being babied with amenities or catered to in any way. The Elise was designed with one focused goal--hard, fast

driving

It doesn't like to be coddled either. Sure, there's room for mechanical empathy, but we get the feeling from our test that this car likes
a beating. We pounded it up and down our test facility for more than an hour without a break. Short shifting is pointless as the BI18
feels right at home at 8000 rpm--which, incidentally, is the last increment on its Stack tachometer. So our technique--bury the tach
and shift, bury the tach and shift--took some time to get used to, but was truly enjoyable.

It's loud, it's buzzy and it has its share of harshness. But none of that matters. We would have given anything for a 500-mile road trip

in this car. It's just that much fun.

Conversion

No, not the religious kind, although this car makes us think about it. The conversion we're concerned with here is from Rover's con-
servative, but adequate for a 1,700-lb. car, K-series engine to Honda's raging BI8C5. Tom Cahalane, the Elise program director at Sun
International came up with the idea after a customer brought in a car with the stock engine.

The rest became obvious in a hurry. The Honda mill fit,
made ample power and was relatively light--sort of a no-
brainer, if you ask us.

Apparently, Cahalane thought so too as there are now a
handful Honda-powered Elises running around. The en-
tire conversion runs about $55,000--not exactly pocket
change, but a reasonable price when considering the
company this car keeps from a performance standpoint.
Not to mention, with a Type R-powered Elise, all own-
ers will be driving one of the most rare and unique cars
on the road. Cahalane said Sun can build the cars at a
rate of about one per week, so it looks like their own-
ers will remain in a fairly exclusive club.

If you're not satisfied with the 195 hp from the stock
engine, Sun will custom build a B18 specifically for your
Elise. Possible upgrades include higher compression, a
lighter flywheel, modified VTEC switchover points, a
baffled oil pan and a displacement increase up to 2.0-
liters. Sun is also working on a carbon fiber muffler,
which will scratch 13 Ibs from the weight of the stock

Elise exhaust currently in use, as well as a free-flow cata- *

lytic converter.

We can't imagine why anyone would want more power.
Sure, there's always going to be someone with a faster
car--so what? This car defines driving pleasure. It's
quicker and more agile than almost all of today's road
cars and likely rivals many racecars dynamically. Plus,
where else could you defy two continents full of brand-
loyal purists? It'll have the Lotus and Honda camps riled
up for years to come.

Like we said, it's just that good.

= :

""" 9o Lotus Eliséby SuriInternational .~ -

Estimated Price : $55,000

Engine

Engine Code : B18CS

Type : In-line four, aluminum block
and head

Valvetrain : DOHC, four valves per cylinder,
VTEC variable valve timing
Displacement : 1797 cc

Bore & Stroke : 81.0mm x 87.2mm
Comnpression Ratio : 10.6:1
Horsepower : 195 hp at 8000rpm
Torque : 130 Ib-ft at 7500 rpm
Redline : 8400 rpm

Drivetrain

Layout : Tranverse, mid-engine,
rear-wheel drive

Transmission : Gear Ratios
1:3.230:1

2:2.105:1

3:1.458:1

4:1.107:1

5:0848:1

Final drive : 4.400:1
Differential : Helical limited slip

Exterior dimensions

Curb Weight : 1,710 Ibs.
Weight Distribution FIR : 38/62
Overall Length : 146.7 in.
Wheelbase : 90.6 in.

Overall Width : 66.9 in.

Track FIR : 56.6 in./57.4 in.
Height : 45.2 in.

Suspension

Front : Upper and lower control arms,
anti-rolf bar

Rear : Upper and lower control arms

Brakes

Front : I1.1-inch vented rotors,fixed
two-piston opposing calipers

Rear : | ].1-inch vented rotors,
single-piston sliding calipers

Wheels and Tires
Wheels : Front: 15x5.5
Rear: 16x7.0

Tires : Front: 185/55-15
Rear: 205/50-16

Performance

Acceleration

0-30 mph : 2.1 sec.

0-60 mph : 5.1 sec.

30-50 mph : 1.8 sec.

50-70 mph : 2.4 sec.

Quarter Mile : 13.2 sec. @104

Handling
Slafom speed (700 ft) : 70.1 mph

Braking
60-0 stopping distance : [33 ft
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Issaquah Fun Drive

On Sat. June 23rd, the ELCC will be traveling some of the better country lanes south of Issaquah. Winding around the Cougar and Tiger
Mountains, there will be scenic countryside and spirited driving through the twisties. Route maps and directions will be provided. We'll be
meeting at 9:30am at one of the many Starbuck’s in Issaquah. Check below for specifics. The drive will start at |0am, and last for roughly
2 hours, after which, those interested will gather for lunch. Remember to bring you cameras for calendar photo ops. Hope to see you
there.

What: Issaquah Fun Drive
When: Sat. June 23rd @ 10am
Where: Meet at Starbucks @ 9:30am

Directions to Starbucks:

Starbucks - Issaquah Meadows
1460 NE Gilman Blvd.
Issaquah, WA 98027

(425) 427-1890

From I-90 East, take exit #15 East, Highway 900 toward Renton. Turn right on |7th Ave. and get in left turn lane. Turn left on Gilman
Bivd. Starbucks will be on the left within the first block.

ABFM & Olympic Drive

We have 2 great events coming up in late July and August. The ABFM is in its
I3th year, and once again will be held at Bellevue Community College. This
year's salute will be to the MG. All ELCC members should have received an
entry form in the mail. For more information on this event, check online at

http:/lwww.abfm.com/abfm.htm, or call Arnie Taub at 425-644-7874. Hope-

fully, the weather will be cooperative, and we can have a strong ELCC showing.

'ELCC 2001 Event Calendar

In August, David and Virginia Caley will be welcoming the club out to their June 23rd - Issaquah Fun Drive

house and putting on a rally around their environs. More details will follow, but
be sure to put this on your calendar. Aug. 18th, at | | am, there is scheduled to
be an exceptionally low tide, which is quite spectacular from the Caley's beach-
front home. The drive will commence somewhere after | 2pm, trying to allow
plenty of time for those crossing the Sound on thé ferries. For anyone wanting
to drive around and up the peninsula, David said he could offer a route that
uses some lovely back roads to make it more enjoyable.

July 6-8 - Vintage Races & Car Corral at SIR

July 28 - ABFM at Bellevue Community College

Hope to see you all at these 2 events. August 18 - Olympic Rally, hosted by the Caley's

Sept. 15 - TBD

Oct. |3 - Calendar Photo Selection Social

Nov. 3 - Computer Gaming Social - Racing and Fly-

ing
e
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dave bean engineering

Official Lotus Vintage Parts
& Distributor for the United States & &
Canada

636 east saint charles streei « star rouie 3 - san andreas ca 95249 - usa
Phone ......... (209) 754-5802 Fax .....ccon.n. (209) 754-5177
US & Canadian TOLL-FREL FAX ORDERS (800) 469-7789

Lotus Parts Specialists
Raymond D. Psulkowski
290 Raub Road, Quakertown, PA 18951

Phone (215) 538-9323  Fax (215) 538-0158
e-mail rdent@rdent.com
http:/imww.rdent.com

[  BROOKLANDS
BRITISH CAR

PARTS-SERVICE-RESTORATION
LOTUS ELAN/EUROPA/ECLAT/ESPRIT
OPEN M-F I0OAM-6PM OR BY

APPOINTMENT

8235 S0. TACOMA WAY. TACOMA, WA 98499
SHOP/TECH ASSISTANCE: 1-206-584-2033
PARTS/MAILORDER: I-800-244-4648
| _MASTERCARD_8&.VISA_GLADLY.ACCEPTED_|

Independent Lotus
A & English Ford
R Parts and Service

Jay, Jeff and Tom

805.967.5767
4l 805.967.6183

Classified Advertisements

Lotus Lines is the official newsletter of the Evergreen Lotus Car Club.
Opinions expressed in Lotus Lines are those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of the ELCC or its officers. Use all
technical information at your own risk. Please submit all articles, art
work, advertising, and photographs to the Editor. All other official
pusiness should be directed to the Chairman. Other Lotus clubs are
welcome to use the material printed in the Lotus Lines, provided that
the ELCC, Lotus Lines and author are duly credited. The ELCC is not
affiliated with and does not represent Lotus Cars Ltd., Group Lotus,
eam Lotus, or any other Lotus related organizations.

Classified Advertising for Members is free. Submit member ads to
Dan Morrison either by email (danmo @ yahoo.com) or by phone (425-
(337-0216). Personal ads will run for two months or until canceled. If you
would like to continue running the ad, just et me know.

[Advertising Rates for Businesses are:
Business Card $5/issue $30/year
Quarter Page $10/issue $60/year
Half Page $15/issue $90/year

Full Page $25/issue $150/year
Questions? Please contact the Editor.

For Sale: NOS Elan S$1/52 body and Galv. Chassis

New Old Stock, Lotus original Elan $11S2 body and galvanized chassis. In-
cludes all body parts; F&R bumpers, doors, headlight pods, hood (bonnet)
and trunk (boot), and chassis bolt kit. May sell separately if | have a buyer
for both. $8500 obo for all. Buyer arranges and pays for shipping (will help
as much as | can from my end). Already crated from when it was shipped
from England, so no crating costs. Located in the Seattle area, Dan Morri-
son (danmo@yahoo.com), 425-379-6330 (h), 425-444-1628 (cell)

New and used parts. Sell/trade. New parts purchased from The
Roadster Factory. I'm reconstructing a 1968 Series Il Lotus Seven. Looking
for early Spitfire uprights with trunnions and steering arms, disc brakes with
cdlipers and other English Ford or British Leyland parts for the Seven. | can
use worn non-functioning parts for location "jigs". Please call Andre in
Seattle at 206-528-8141.

TR-4/3, New from TRF

60414 Oil Pump Relief Valve Spring, 104086 Rear Gearbox Mount,
211123 Sump Gasket, 611118 Skuttle Vent Seal, 612962 Hood Locator
Bumpers cones (with prop rod buffer), 622361 Heater Cable Long, 622362
Heater Cable Short, DKS2 Knob Dash Set, GEG437 Valve Cover Gaskets (2
cork), GIGHP82 Hydraulic Hose Clutch Master to Slave, GIGP81 set Front
Brake Pads, LU34680 Ignition Switch, LU54316731 Ignition tumbler and 2
Keys, 133122 Manifold to Head gaskets (2). Used: functional or

(Continued on puage 8)
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Chairman: Dave Billings (206) 241-2116
bilcoh@home.com

Membership: Jim Taylor (206) 232-2237
jimtaylor@seanet.com

Treasurer: Craig Shuck (425) 788-1900
cshuck@msn.com

Webmaster: Mark Clear (425) 936-9948
webmaster@fastcorner.com

Editor: Dan Morrison (425) 379-6330
danmo@yahoo.com

Membership in the ELCC is $20/year and is
prorated in three month increments. This includes
a club roster and twelve issues of Lotus Lines per
year.

Club Website http://www.elcc.org
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Issaquah Fun Drive

When: Sat. June 23rd @ |0am
Where: Meet at Starbucks @ 9:30am

Directions to Starbucks:

Starbucks - Issaquah Meadows
1460 NE Gilman Blvd.
Issaquah, WA 98027

(425) 427-1890

From I-90 East, take exit #15 East, Highway 900 to-
ward Renton. Turn right on |7th Ave. and get in left
turn lane. Turn left on Gilman Blvd. Starbucks will be on
the left within the first block.

(Classified Ads, continued from page 7)

rebuildable Stock Supergrip Hose clamps, LU69220 Horn (Low note),
501488 Water Pump (grease fitting style), LUNCBI00 Regulator (screw
lead), LUDLBI0! Coil HP 12 45212B 11 74, LUG4012 Generator 22700]
] 65 C40, Stock steel wheels (7).

STANDARD 10
Axle Case (empty), Axle with differential and 7" drum brakes

Used HERALD/(VITESSE?)

Front suspension with sub-frames and 8" drum brakes, Rear IRS with third
member and carrier bracket, half shafts, bearing carriers, with 8" drum
brakes, locating rods.

For Europa: Wooden body dolly suitable for body-off restoration. Dimen-
sional lumber with heavy-duty castors. Can be disassembled. All hardware
included. $75 OBO. Gary 253-851-1790




