Lotus Lines
Dec 1997

Newsletter of the Evergreen Lotus Car Club

Bob Crichton was waxing his Seven and a genie suddenly appeared !!!

photo - Bob Wells

Chairman's Notepad
-Randall Fehr
This is the last opportunity I will have as Chairman to thank
the people who have helped make the club stronger in the last
two years. Jim Taylor has made this newsletter possible and
on time, as well as helping in many respects including acting
as the Club's memory if not historian, having been involved in
its leadership for many years. Fortunately he will continue as
the new Membership officer. He will take over from the busy
Alice Larson who has been one of our most enthusiastic
promoters. Craig Shuck has done an excellent job of keeping
track of our finances and getting the money to where it needs
to be, on time. We are fortunate that he will continue in that
post. Mark Clear volunteered to create and host an ELCC

website about a year ago which continues to improve. It has
become an important aspect of our club, attracting thousands
of visitors from around the world. Nancy McCraney has
assisted in many ways despite lacking an official title (except
her brief term as "ELCC 100th Member"). To the officers and
all the others who helped organize club activities in the past
two years, I heartily thank you all for your time, enthusiasm and
dedication. And thank you to those who offered
encouragement.
We have attracted about twenty new members in the last
two years, including re-enrolling a few enthusiasts who had
been absent for a while. Total membership is as high as it has
ever been.
Some of the highlights of the past two years:
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• Several memorable meetings and drives
• The Photo Calendar which is now a particular point of

For future reference: If you have a classified ad or an ad that
you want to continue to use from one Lotus Lines to the next,
please give Steve Shipley at 206-932-4123 a call and he’ll be
happy to put it in again. Thanks.

pride for many members and the Club as a whole with
thanks to the Galos and others
• Ventured east of the mountains for the first time with the
Wine Country Tour in the Tri-cities area thanks to Bob
Scheib
• Increased involvement with other clubs for track days at
Seattle International Raceway and Bremerton Raceway
• Dramatically increased Lotus turnout at the Bellevue All
British Field Meet and won their Club Participation Award
• Developed a really useful Club Roster and vendor listing
• Had a record-breaking membership turnout (25) at the
Twin Cam tech session at Autosport last winter .
I look forward to having time for other things, but also look
forward to where Mike and Brandy Galos take the club. With
their enthusiasm, know-how and exciting ideas, the next two
years should be great for Puget Sound-area Lotus fans.

FOR SALE: Fuel tank for Twin Cam Europa, good condition,
$85, call Bob Cross at 360-653-8716.
FOR SALE: 1972 Europa Special, Weber carburetor Big
Valve engine, 5-speed transmission. In storage for the last 15
years. Have factory shop manual and some spare parts.
Needs restoration - not currently running for $2500. Call Jeff
Quay at 360-321-4584 or at 1-800-827-3201 ext 556.
FOR SALE: Left & right brake assemblies for Europa (except
the Special). Stripped and painted with black epoxy enamel.
New shoes, dust boots, wheel cylinders, ‘virgin’ drums. Ready
to bolt on. $175 obo plus shipping charges. Call Bob Scheib
at 509-783-3126.
FOR SALE: 1989 Esprit SE, Red/Charcoal, 19000 miles,
built-in radar detector, excellent condition, $26600.00, call Don
Anderson at 425-271-0781.

Getting to LOG 18 in Atlanta
Next September

FOR SALE: Car Trailer, low bed single axle, with ramps,
suitable for race car or Lotus, $500.00, call Randall Fehr at
206-782-8951.

-Dave Billings
The Golden Gate Lotus Club has taken on the reponsibility
of getting as many West Coast Lotuses to LOG 18 as
possible. Toward that end, the GGLC is investigating
transporter pricing of a round trip to and from Atlanta.
Very initial estimates are approximately $1,000 per vehicle,
round trip. Volume will undoubtedly help reduce that rate, so
an initial show of interest would be very helpful. Dave Billings
will be coordinating details for the ELCC, in cooperation with
the GGLC. Please contact him at 425-957-8663 to express
your interest and/or ask questions. You can also e-mail him at
dbilling@spry.com.

FOR SALE - WANTED - ETC

PARTS FOR SALE: Two sets of spark plugs for an Esprit SE,
$35.00 per set, call Don Anderson at 425-271-0781.
FOR SALE: Various trucks, trailers, cars, motorcycles, etc as
in a 1966 Impala, 1965 Scout 4x4 Camper, 1963 Ranchero,
1952 Ford F3 Marmon-Herrington 4x4, 1951 Ford Boyertown
Motorhome, 1947 Ford F5 Tow truck, 1956 International 1/2
ton Pickup, 1976 Peugeot 504 Diesel, 1973 16 Passenger
GMC Bus, 1962 Mercedes Benz 2 Dr Hdtp., 1971 BSA 650cc
Thunderbolt, 1969 BSA 650cc Lightening, 500cc Suzuki Titan,
250cc Parilla, 305cc Honda Dream, Clark Forklift, Airstream
Trailer... Contact Jeff Quay for details at 360-321-4584 or at
1-800-827-3201 ext 556.

Evergreen Lotus Car Club FYI and COA
Lotus Lines is the official newsletter of the Evergreen Lotus Car Club.
Opinions expressed in Lotus Lines are those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of the ELCC or its officers. Use all
technical information at your own risk. Please submit all articles, art
work, advertising, and photographs to the Editor. All other official
business should be directed to the Chairman. Other Lotus clubs are
welcome to use the material printed in the Lotus Lines, provided that
the ELCC, Lotus Lines and author are duly credited. The ELCC is not
affiliated with and does not represent Lotus Cars Ltd., Group Lotus,
Team Lotus, or any other Lotus related organizations.

Calendars and
Membership Renewal
Enclosed you should find a form for membership renewal
and to order your ELCC full color calendars. Just fill out the
form (both sides), put it into the postage paid, pre-labeled
envelope provided, and pop it into your local mailbox!

Classified Advertising for Members is free.
Advertising Rates for Businesses are:
Business Card
$5/issue
$30/year
Quarter Page
$10/issue
$60/year
Half Page
$15/issue
$90/year
Full Page
$25/issue
$150/year
Questions? Please contact the Editor.
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ELCC Christmas Party Recap,
Editor’s Last Corner,
and Jim’s Garage!
-Jim Taylor
The Party As usual, the last party of the year was well attended:
Honey Baked ham, two or three different kinds of potato
dishes, fruits, veggies, cute little rolled-up sandwiches, twice
baked spinach souffle, chocolate decadence, two
cheescakes, wine, coffee, the list goes on and on and oh ya...
there was a whole bunch of people there too! Around 30 to
35 members, wives, significant others, and friends showed up
at the Marker’s new home in Tacoma.
The party was well under way by the time Nancy and I got
there from Vashon Island (we were house/dog sitting for Alice
Larson). We showed up about an hour late due to souffle
timing, cheesecake frustrations, ferry schedules, and a lot of
fog.
Two Lotuses were driven to the party (of course, the
Marker’s Elan and Esprit were tucked away in the garage);
Mark Clear came in his Esprit and the Shuck’s cruised down
from Snohomish in their Elite.
After everyone had their fill of food, it was off to the living
room for the gift exchange. There were 25 participants
jockeying for gifts which ranged from the sublime to the notso-sublime, but all of it hilariously good fun! More food was
consumed after the gift exchange ended around 10pm.
People started to meander home soon thereafter with a quick
stop in the kitchen to help with some after-party cleanup. A
BIG thanks from everyone who attended to Jess and Eddie
Marker for hosting the Christmas Party. We all enjoyed it
immensely!

The Last Corner -

Randall searches for the rest of the HO’s...

-Brandy Galos

Nancy, Shirley, and Virginia having a good laugh with (at?)
Eddie and her new mud flaps.
-Brandy Galos
Hope I haven’t been too politically incorrect with the
caption on the cover. No offense has been intended towards
this gentleman from India. He happened to be spending his
first few hours in our country at the Snoqualmie Winery where
the ELCC was picnicing after our photo shoot when Bob
Crichton invited him to have a seat in his Seven. We are a
fun loving, friendly folk after all! As a matter of fact, this
month’s cover photo came very close to winning a spot on the
club’s calendar this year.
Well, it’s time for me to step down from the editorship and
PARTY cuz someone else volunteered to do the Lotus Lines
for the next few years! That someone else being long time
member Steve Shipley. Actually this last stint as the editor
has been really good. I’ve had lots of help from Randall and
Nancy. Alice Larson and Mark Clear also dropped by once in
a while to help out.
There have been a fair number of articles written by
members about their adventures. Pictures in the Lotus Lines
became easier to do with members mailing them in and then
I’ve digitized the picture with a scanner which makes for very
easy placement into the newsletter. With the advent of digital
cameras, it’s become even simpler for you and the editor.
Now members can more easily write an article and then email
it to us due to of the proliferation of computers and the
Internet.
We’ve also been lucky to have some of our members
travel to other countries, try out the new Elise, and give us a
first hand report on the newest Lotus. Last year we scooped
every auto publication in the country by having a picture of the
new Esprit V8 grace the cover of the Lotus Lines just after
Lotus’ released it to the press. We were able to publish it
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Some serious calendar photo selection going on at the November Meeting.
even before AutoWeek, timing is everything!
I’ve really enjoyed being able to bring you the club’s
newsletter for the past two years and am sure you will make
every effort to continue your support of the Lotus Lines with
Steve Shipley at the editor’s helm.
The Garage Thought I’d forgotten about the Garage hadn’t you? Well I
remembered where it was, I just haven’t gotten up there very
much this year. Actually, I spent most of my garage time
replacing the engine and transmission in a 1976 VW bus that I
purchased this last summer. I know, I know... how could I
spend time with a utilitarian VW when my Europa S1 is calling
to me (the Europa S2 I had for so many years is now in Craig
Shuck’s garage calling to him). I didn’t like parking the
Porsche at the Park-N-Ride and you just can’t haul much in it
either, plus it’s absolutely horrible in the snow. So, the VW
bus was purchased to fill those needs.
Enough about the practical, on to the Europa! I actually
have done some work to the S1 in the last month and hope to
get up there a few hours a week this winter. I’ve started to
remove the old paint (gold) and get down to the gel coat using
a putty knife. Randall recommended and demonstrated the
putty knife method of paint removal to me last summer. It’s
pretty effective. You have to be careful not to knick the gel
coat too much and to especially stay out of the fiberglass!
You get a very stiff putty knife, round-off the corners with a
grinder (less gouging of the gel coat this way), and keep a file
handy to sharpen the knife every ten minutes or so. It gets
dull quickly and a sharp putty knife works much better. With

-Craig Shuck

about three hours work I’ve been able to scrape all the paint
and primer from the right front fender and across the front of
the nose. Flat surfaces and convex curves are pretty easy to
do. The few concave areas will require the usual sanding and
generate a whole lot of dust. That’s the part I like about
scraping off the paint: minimal mess and very little dust in the
garage. Once the paint is removed, the next step is to
smooth out those areas with some sandpaper so I can get a
good feel for how the body will look. It’s also good motivation
to see progress during what will be a long process. As I strip
more of the car, I’ll let you know what I find. Bye for now...

Evergreen Lotus Car Club FYI and COA
Chairman:
Membership:
Treasurer:
Newsletter Editor:
WebMaster:

Randall Fehr, 206-782-8951
Alice Larson, 206-463-2816
Craig Shuck, 425-788-1900
Jim Taylor, 206-232-2237
Mark Clear, 425-803-5340

Membership in the ELCC is $20/year and is prorated in three month
increments. This includes nine issues per year and a club roster.
Mailing Address for all ELCC correspondence is:
Evergreen Lotus Car Club
P.O. Box 40481
Bellevue, WA. 98015-4481, USA
ELCC WebSite
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http://www.fastcorner.com/lotus

A Renewal Notice and
Calendar Order Form
are Inside !

Breakfast at Hotel Cafe and then a
visit to Vintage Racing Motors
On January 10th at 9:00am we’ll be meeting
at the Hotel Cafe in Redmond for breakfast
and then at 10:00am it’s off to VRM to visit
with Thor Thorsen and drool over their
vintage race cars. Please be prompt. If you
want to skip breakfast, then meet us at VRM
at 10:00am.
Hotel Cafe is located at:
7844 Leary Way in Redmond
Vintage Racing Motors is at:
9255 151st Avenue NE in Redmond
Call Mike Galos with questions at:
425-881-7398 or email him at:
mikegal@microsoft.com

EVERGREEN LOTUS CAR CLUB
P.O. Box 40481
Bellevue, WA 98015-4481
First Class Mail
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