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Tour participants at Kiona Vineyards in the Yakima Valley.

Wine Country Tour
-Nancy McCraney
The tour was to begin with breakfast in Kennewick. Since that’s
a good three hour (or more) drive from Seattle, Jim and I opted to
drive over Friday night. Boy were we glad we did! Being just a day
after the lunar eclipse, the moon was still full and was just rising as
we crossed Snoqualmie Pass. Spectacular! Too bad I didn’t know
how to work my new camera very well. We tried to figure out the
adjustments quickly by flashlight before we lost the moonlight. Oh
well, the memories are clear...
Saturday morning we were joined by Liz and Lou Goldmann in
their ‘007BOND’ plated Esprit S1, Bob Scheib (our host), and
Randall Fehr, for breakfast at Shari’s. After a proper fueling and a
shuffling of cars, we were off!
Bob ran shotgun with Randall in the Elan. We followed in my
Probe GT and were later joined by Liz and Lou in their purple Neon
Sport (the ‘Bond’ wasn’t quite up to running the backroads, a sticky
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front caliper). Bob did a fine job of finding good maps and laying
out the routes. The countryside is very different from Western
Washington and very beautiful. Our route took us east from
Kennewick to Dayton, crisscrossing the valley. Good places to run,
you can see for miles. We had fun trying to keep up with Randall
and Bob on these very fast roads.
After a minor detour due to road construction on the main
highway, we stopped at L’Ecole No. 41 Winery. An interesting stop,
L’Ecole is tidily ensconced in the old Lowden School House (#41),
which was built in 1915. This landmark was saved by converting it
into a winery in the early 1980’s and it retains much of its original
schoolhouse character.
Off again toward Dayton via Waitsburg where Jim and I stopped
at an antique store and discovered a copy of “Audet’s Complete
Automobile Mechanics Guide”, in pristine condition (for $41). It
was published in 1938. We had a good chuckle at one of the opening
lines in the introduction “... detailed knowledge is invaluable as
today’s automobiles are highly complicated pieces of machinery...”.
If there are any book collectors out there, let us know and we’ll
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explain where to find the antique store.
After a tasty lunch and more good talk with
our Tri-Cities friends, we cruised west back
toward Kennewick, stopping at the Preston
Winery just before closing. Our server, Barb,
was charming and shared with us flavors of a
vintner’s profession. Not only do different
vineyards impart different characteristics to the
grapes via the varying mineral content in the
soil, but the proportions of grapes from
different vineyards that a vintner mixes
together, different fermenting techniques and
times, all come together to cause a startling
variety in the flavors of the wine. We also
learned that the whims of the weather can be
devastating. Last February the Yakima Valley
suffered a hard freeze which virtually wiped out
some vineyards, killing vines in one area while
sparing their neighbors. Never could figure out
whether that phenomenon was due to the lay of
the land or just sheer luck. But many of the
wineries in Eastern Washington were hard hit.
That evening, sans Randall (who had driven
over from Seattle at the crack of dawn), the rest
of us were joined by Bob’s wife, Kathy, at the
“Grind, Squeeze and Freeze”. Just so you don’t
Kiona Winery with owner John Williams on right
photo by Nancy McCraney
get the wrong idea, it’s a restaurant in Kennewick
(a deli with espresso, juices, ice cream, etc) with very good food,
wheat cracker topped with a pickled garlic clove, then chased with a
music (jazz that evening), and excellent conversation. It had been a
glass of their lovely chardonnay. Very tasty, but not overpowering
long but wonderful day.
enough to keep vampires away. We left the Acura there and Don rode
Sunday was a carbon copy of Saturday weatherwise: blue skies
with Bob in his pickup. Next stop up the road is the Kiona Winery
and 85 to 90 dry degrees. Beautiful terrain, charming examples of
where we met owner John Williams (friend of Liz and Lou), who
small town USA, sculpted hills, bountiful farms, and excellent
gave a really detailed and interesting tour of his establishment. He
examples of wine. Don Anderson joined us at breakfast driving his
was a wealth of information and was a lot of fun to talk to. He makes
Acura Legend coupe, after which Liz and Lou led us off to visit
good wine too!
several wineries in their Esprit (no fast driving scheduled for
From Kiona, we continued on up the three mile dirt/gravel road
Sunday).
(Randall left his Elan in the shade of some trees at Kiona and rode
We went to this three mile dirt/gravel road which had three
with us), and made our way to Blackwood Canyon Winery.
wineries. The first winery, Seth Ryan was just off the main road.
Winemaker/owner Mike Moore was on hand offering samples of his
Their wines were pretty good, but the best part was that they were
current and future releases. Mike is an exception in that he values
setting up some food samplers. One of the combinations to be tried
wines with unmistakable character and the 19th century European
was something called a Rattlesnake Shooter: roquefort cheese on a
methods that they require. Mike’s an artist and his enthusiasm
abounds. His winemaking style is quite different from his neighbors’
which results in wines that are very different though broad, rich and
Evergreen Lotus Car Club FYI and COA
full flavored. It was great fun.
Lotus Lines is the official newsletter of the Evergreen Lotus Car Club.
We look forward to venturing back to Blackwood Canyon next
Opinions expressed in Lotus Lines are those of the author and do not
spring. Mike has just started putting on a series of elaborate multinecessarily represent those of the ELCC or its officers. Use all technical
course dinners. He apparently flies in gourmet chefs who then put
information at your own risk. Please submit all articles, art work,
together scrumptious meals where each course is complemented by a
advertising, and photographs to the Editor. All other official business
different wine. The exact date of the next dinner is not set yet, but
should be directed to the President. Other Lotus clubs are welcome to
should be sometime in March of 1997. It sounds like it’d be a lot of
use the material printed in the Lotus Lines, provided that the ELCC,
fun. We’ll keep the ELCC aprised as it may make for an interesting
Lotus Lines and author are duly credited. The ELCC is not affiliated and
does not represent Lotus Cars Ltd., Group Lotus, Team Lotus, or any
club event.
other Lotus related organizations.
All in all, it was a great weekend. We traveled some fast roads
and met some very nice and interesting people. Thanks for putting
this together Bob!
Classified Advertising for Members is free.
Advertising Rates for Businesses are:
Business Card
$5/issue
$30/year
Quarter Page
$10/issue
$60/year
Half Page
$15/issue
$90/year
Full Page
$25/issue
$150/year
Questions? Please contact the Editor.
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EVENTS CALENDAR

Pull out and post

Subject to revision - watch for updates.
October
12
Sat SCCA Solo II autocross event #7, Bremerton
Airport
13
Sun BSCC Autocross #8, Bremerton
19-20
Sat Sand & Sage Solo #8 and #9, Richland
25-28
Fri Lotus Ltd Lotus Owners’ Gathering, Atlanta
Georgia, 770-949-3672
26
Sat SCCBC Enduro race, Mission, B.C.
26-27
Sat BMW ACA Driving School/Lapping Day,
Bremerton Raceway
31
Thu Halloween
November
8-10
Fri
11
Mon
16
Sat
28
Thu

SCCA Pacific Forest Pro Rally
Veteran’s Day
ELCC Meeting, Galos residence, 1:00pm
Thanksgiving Day

December
5
Thu Hanukkah begins
?
ELCC Christmas Party
25
Wed Christmas Day
Contacts for Further Event Information:
WWSCC is the Western Washington Sports Car Council, (206) 2550658.
SCCA is the Sports Car Club of America Northwest Region, (206)
292-0500, press 1 for membership info, press 2 for event
info.
SCCBC is the Sports Car Club of British Columbia,
(604) 856-8957.
SOVREN is the Society of Vintage Racing Enthusiasts,
(206) 624-7141.
BSCC is the Bremerton Sports Car Club, (206) 869-5680 or (360)
479-0248.
OR is the Oregon Region of the SCCA, (503) 697-9649.
SS is the Sand & Sage Sports Car Club, Richland,
(509) 943-2093
Blue Mountain Autocross Club, (509) 529-7937
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"You are invited on a four day, 1000 mile tour of Lake Michigan to celebrate the tenth anniversary of Automobile Magazine. The tour will
take place Sept. 10 - 14 and will be open to interesting cars that were built before 1968" Automobile March 1996.
Virginia says: "This sounds interesting "
David replies: "The Lotus Seven is an interesting car!"

WE MADE IT ! ! !
1200 MILES IN 4 DAYS
Automobile's Perfect Ten CelebrationTour - Sept. 10-14,1996
Virginia and David Caley
And best of all - the Lotus Seven purred along every mile regardless of heavy winds, driving rain, cold and one nice day, and in spite of
being the smallest car and lowest powered car on the tour. The only nervous time was when we discovered no brake lights the night before
we trailered 2300 miles to Michigan. The send off in Ann Arbor was a gala dinner at the Yankee Air Museum sponsored by Michelin. All 38
cars including a 1930 Blower Bentley, a 1937 Cord (from Everett), a 1951 Allard (from Olympia), a 1953 Cunningham, 2 Chrysler 300s, and
several Ferraris, Corvettes, Mercedes, Jaguars, Porsches, etc., and a 1962 MGA (the only car we ever passed), were massed under a B-17 on
the apron in front of the WWII hangar. The Lotus was parked between a '37 PACKARD and the '30 BENTLEY for a group
photo. Dinner was held in the hangar with a B-24 in the background and a Biplane overhead. A 17 piece band played music from the
40's- 60's.
The next morning the cars were displayed in front of the magazine offices and then we were flagged off at 30 second intervals. The Tour
had begun! David declined to put the Lotus through its paces on the Gratton Raceway in Grand Rapids - nervous about the Lotus' ability to
stand up to four days pressure. Then on to Ludington for the night prior to our four hour ferry ride across Lake Michigan. Following a police
escort through Manitowoc, Wisconsin, we chose to stick to the freeway past Green Bay. Heavy cross winds make the Lotus act like a barn
door driving down the road and make hard work for the driver. Marquette had another display, this time in the Superior Dome. The second
night the cars drew crowds of more than 500 locals
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September 13th was the most interesting drive, but nearly the
running a rally. He had never seen one with a top up! Then a
worst weather - cold, windy and rainy. From Marquette, Michigan
Cadillac pulled in with a couple who wanted to know why all the
to Whitefish Point on the extreme NE corner of the Upper Peninsula,
great cars were in town. Dinner that night was at David E.
was a push. David saw lots of "project cars" stashed just off the
Davis' (Automobile's editor) Red's Bog Farm outside Charlevois - a
route; fortunately, nothing we had to stop to look at. At Whitefish
superb BBQ at which we shared a table with Martin Swig of
Point during a coffee break, a call came out for super glue. Seems
California and Denise and Bob Lutz, President of Chrysler. The cars
the points had lost their contacts on the '56 Chrysler 300 belonging to
were again on display at the hotel-condo complex where we stayed
the Chief Design Engineer for Chrysler, Francois Castaing. Virginia
on the shores of Lake Charlevois.
had the glue in her purse and the Chrysler was fixed!
The last day's drive was mostly freeway - a fast trip to the final
On leaving Whitefish Point we had a discussion about refueling.
gala at the Chrysler Technology and Design Center. The cars were
The Lotus had been
artfully arranged in
humming along getting
a large bricked and
35mpg, so with half a
landscaped
tank, David felt we
courtyard outside
were in good shape.
the Dome
He didn't count on the
auditorium. The
great road from the
Lotus was placed in
Mackinac Bridge.
the very center.
Many miles of narrow,
After four days
winding, tree-shrouded
climbing in and out
road through lovely
of the Lotus with the
country. We were
top in place - a task
chasing a '62 Ferrari
for rubber people 250 GTE and a '65
we were exhausted.
Alfa Romeo Giulia
We had detoured on
Sprint and for once,
the way south to
keeping up. David
Ann Arbor to pick
was having the drive
up the Yukon and
of his life until the
trailer. Since it was
Lotus coughed twice
raining, David
and rolled to a stop.
followed Virginia in
David was sure the car
the Yukon through
had thrown a piston.
Detroit to the Tech
On checking the gas
Center. A truly
tank, the stick came
harrowing drive
out with nary a wet
(unexpressed
spot on the bottom!! A
comments here
David and Virginia at the Chrylser Technology and Design Center
young woman stopped,
about Michigan
called her husband to bring gas, and assured us he was a car nut and
drivers and road conditions). We arrived for dinner in the Dome
would love to help. Our thanks to Jennifer and David Anderson of
irritable and tired. One step into the Dome meant total revival! Five
Harbor Springs, Michigan for Lotus' recovery. We stopped in
new Chrysler cars (Prowler, Viper coupe, Viper roadster, Jazz and
Harbor Springs at the first station. Soon a Mustang came racing into
the one Virginia wants, the Atlantic, a retro Talbo) were brilliantly
the station - seems David Anderson had called his friend who has a
spotlighted at one side. The stage on the opposite side had a huge
Lotus Seven and the friend came right down to see a Seven actually
screen on which were showing slides of our group from the whole
trip. The tables had beautiful multicolored cloths with matching
flowers and were set for our delicious steak and lobster dinner. Such
a setting made it even harder to say goodbye to all the fascinating
friends we had made during the week. With: 38 interesting pre 1968
cars, 74 fascinating people (two had no co-drivers), 8 nights in first
class accommodations, 12 extraordinary meals, and, 10 staff who
know how to put on a "Perfect Ten", the whole week had been a
celebration and we celebrated the Lotus for behaving like the champ
it is!
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composed but can be color or black and white, new or old, of a
nicely finished Lotus or of an interestingly-presented project. Call
Randall Fehr with questions, 206-782-8951.

Chairman’s Notepad
-Randall Fehr
Member Mark Clear has volunteered to establish and maintain an
ELCC web page. The site should be up and running by the time you
read this. Call Mark at 206-803-5340 for the address.
The BMW Automobile Club of America is holding a driving
school and track lapping event at Bremerton Raceway on October 26
and 27. Saturday will be spend doing “drill sections” on portions of
the course with an instructor, and Sunday will be open for lapping.
Experienced track drivers can attend Sunday only for $75. Fee for
both days with instruction is $150 one car and driver, $225 one car
two drivers. Some other requirements apply - call Gary Parr at 206472-4505 for more information and application.
An Elan +2 registry is being organized by an enthusiast in
Minnesota. Send name, address, phone, chassis number and photo of
your Plus 2 to Richard Shelter, 6308 Dupont Avenue South, Suite
307, Richfield, MN 55423, phone 612-869-5405.
The Sixteenth Lotus Ltd Lotus Owners’ Gathering in Atlanta
October 25-28 will feature visits by French motor racing journalist
and Chapman biographer Jabby Crombac, and former Lotus Chief
Engineer Tony Rudd. For information call Lotus Ltd at 301-9824054 (voice mail, long distance calls returned collect only).
ELCC tradition holds that club officers hold their positions for
two years, therefore we will not hold elections this year.
Thanks again to Bob Sheib for the excellent organization of the
Wine Country Tour. We tentatively plan to have such a tour again in
two years, with a similar event on the west side of the Cascades next
fall. Suggestions as to routes or a theme will be welcome as we
begin to pull together plans in the early months of 1997.

November Meeting
The November ELCC meeting will be held at the home of Mike
and Brandy Galos in Bellevue on Saturday the 16th at 1:00 pm (see
back cover for address).
This will be an important and interesting gathering as we will
view photos, videos and slides of this past year’s events, and select
photos to be published in the first ever ELCC photo calendar.
Mike and Brandy will display the electronically edited photos
they have created of members’ cars. We invite members to bring
along photos, videos and slides of their own to show, and request
that anyone wishing to submit a photo for the calendar but unable to
attend contact the Galos or a club chairperson to be sure their entry is
present at the meeting.
We would like photos for the calendar to be attractively

Seven course meal at Blackwood Canyon Vineyards included Pan
Seared Hudson Valley Foie Gras with Citrus Gastrique and Pepper
Crusted Florida Axis Venison with Scalloped Root Vegetables and
Juniper Jus. Served with top-notch Blackwood wines.
photo by Nancy McCraney

Evergreen Lotus Car Club FYI and COA
Chairman:
Randall Fehr, 206-782-8951
Membership:
Alice Larson, 206-463-2816
Treasurer:
Craig Shuck, 206-788-1900
Newsletter Editor: Jim Taylor, 206-232-2237
Membership in the ELCC is $20/year and is prorated in three month
increments. This includes nine issues per year and a club roster.
Mailing Address for all ELCC correspondence is:
Evergreen Lotus Car Club
P.O. Box 40481
Bellevue, WA. 98015-4481, USA
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November 16th,
Saturday at 1:00pm
Club meeting for exhibition of photos,
videos, slides, etc and selection of
pictures for 1997 ELCC Calendar.
See article on inside back page.
Hosted by Mike and Brandy Galos at
12804 NE 39th Street, Bellevue.
Phone: 206-881-7398, call for
directions.
Highlights:
• Portland Lotus Festival Video
• Caley’s Michigan Tour Slides
• Galos digital Images
• Photo Calendar Contest

EVERGREEN LOTUS CAR CLUB
P.O. Box 40481
Bellevue, WA 98015-4481
First Class Mail
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