NewsLeller of the Evergreen Lotys Car Club

Tth Year of the Club... 42nd Year of the Marque

Bob Crichton Chairman of the Evergreen Lotus and Social Club

This is my time to tell all of the readers of this Newsletter just
what is going on out in my Auto World. I will start by thanking Bob
Nelson of the Morgan Club for inviting us to their Spring tour. Our
club was represented by myself and Jim Taylor as navigator in my Seven,
along with Duaine and Shirley Urguhart in their Esprit. The Morgan club
had at least 10 cars show up at the Mukilteo ferry dock. I was really
impressed with their turn out especially with the threat of rain and
snow in the weather forecast. But I guess you cannot stop a Morgan
person from having fun. And I'd like to say ’fun’ is the word that
described that day. We played in Langley, went for a tour of a winery
and then entered their rally. This was a rally that was supposed to go
80 miles and take about 2 hours. -Duaine still wonders how I could come
in second and him fifth when he completed the course on time and I was
over an hour later, lucky for me I didn’t make the rules. We all ended
up at a little restaurant in LaConner that the Morgan Club had made
arrangements with the owners to have the restaurant closed to
accommodate us. The food was great, the guest speaker was entertaining
to say the least and the Morgan people know how to have a good time. My
thanks again tc Bob Nelson and his Morgan Club!!!

Now I would like to thank Bob Cross for his meeting at Gayle’s
apartment. At that meeting the Lotus club was invited to a Solo II
class/autocross meet at their race area in Kent. I showed up on Saturday
morning really wondering if it would be going on with all the rain that
was coming down. But to my surprise there were at least 50 cars there
and ready to learn and go. Our club was represented by myself, Bob Cross
and Greg Whitten. We learned a great deal and got to drive our cars at
brake neck speeds. It took me all day Sunday to wipe the grin off of my
face. It is something all of us should do even if it is in your old
family sedan. :

Our last meeting was held on April 20th, 1991 at the Denny’s in Fife.
It consisted of all the people going to the Ocean for fun in the sun and
sand. The most outstanding thing about it was it started on time.

Shari and I could not go with the gang to the beach because of the
impending birth of our child but we sent them off in great spirits, I
will have to wait for news from them as to how it went. So Shari and I
went to SIR to watch the vintage race held there. As far as I know
Terry Elmore was the only other Lotus Club member there. But there was
a wide variety of Lotus cars participating in the vintage race.

That is it for this letter, hope to see you at the Maltby Cafe at 7:00
a.m. on May 18, 1991 for our next meeting, where we will kick off our
trip to the 1991 All British Field Meet in Vancouver, B.C.



1991 Calendar of Events: Past, Present and Future
(any questions about the events in the calendar can be directed
to the club’s officers as shown on the Newsletter’s cover page)

May -
4th and 5th, Saturday and Sunday, SCCA Escort World Challenge at Sears
Point International Raceway in Sonoma California.
4th, Saturday, SCCA Northwest Region Solo II Advanced School in Kent.
5th, Sunday, SCCA Northwest Region Solo II Competition in Kent.
18th, Saturday, meeting at the Maltby Cafe before a group drive to
Vancouver, BC.
18th, Saturday, All British Field Meet in Vancouver BC.
26th, Sunday, SCCA Northwest Region Solo II Competition in Bremerton.
June -
2nd, Sunday, a slalom is being held by the BC Lotus Club. Detail in
this issue of the Newsletter.
5th, Wednesday, Track Evening with the Alfa Romeo Club at SIR.
9th, Sunday, SCCA Northwest Region Solo II Competition in Kent.
14th, Friday, Track day with the Golden Gate Lotus Club.
16th, Sunday, Chilliwack Rotary Club’s Vintage Car Show, Concours
D’Elegance in Chilliwack, BC.
16th, Sunday, SCCA Northwest Region Solo II Competition in Kent.
23rd, Sunday, meeting at Duaine and Shirley Urguhart’s home.
July -
6th and 7th, Saturday and Sunday, Pacific Northwest Historic Races at
SIR.
12th thru 14th, Friday thru Sunday, Norm Thompson Historic Races at
PIR.
19th, Friday evening, get together for a car prep and wash.
20th, Saturday, All British Field Meet in Bellevue, a meeting will be
held at noon.
20th and 21st, Saturday and Sunday, Forest Grove Concours D’Elegance

at PIR.
28th, Sunday, SCCA Northwest Region Solo II Competition in Kent.
August -

17th, Saturday, picnic/meeting at Terry and Lezlee Elmore’s home.
24th, Saturday, SCCA Northwest Region Solo II Competition in Kent.
September -
monthly meeting time and place will be announced later.
9th thru 13th, Monday thru Friday, SCCA National Championship Solo II
Competition in Salina, Kansas.
21st, Saturday, Auto Show at Overlake Shopping Center, sponsored by
AutoGear.
29th, Sunday, SCCA Northwest Region Solo II Competition in Kent.
October - -
19th, Saturday, meeting at Bob and Shari Crichton’s honme.
November -
No monthly meeting
December -
Holiday party at Noel and Bobbie Keefer’s home.



ELCC Ocean Dagh by John Daniels

Well, here I am again, telling all of you that did not attend the
ELCC annual dash to the ocean, you missed one heck of a good time. As
usual we agreed to meet at Denny’s in Fife for breakfast and tour down
in a group. This plan went off in normal club fashion when several of
us found our illustrious leader wandering around in the parking lot
slightly before the appointed time. As I have stated that I intend to
remain active by organizing events, I immediately took charge and tried
to reserve a table for nine people. Fortunately Bob stopped me as he
had already taken care of this matter.

At about 9:00am we decided to actually start on time and went into
the restaurant. When we were taken to our table we discovered Noel and
Bobbie were there and just finishing their breakfast. It seems they had
arrived an hour earlier and reserved the table for a party of nine.
After waiting forty minutes they gave up and ordered breakfast. The
hostess meanwhile became concerned about a second party of nine (which
just so happened to be us!) and convinced them to give up their claim on
the only large table.

Once we settled in and started feeding our faces, Bob decided it was
necessary to conduct a meeting. He proceeded to sit there mumbling
various things that no one could hear until someone asked him if the
meeting was over. Meanwhile other members wandered in and we found out
that Bob and Shari couldn’t go with us (just because Shari is expecting
any day now). As a real first, we left Fife on time with the usual mix
of strange Lotus automobiles; an Esprit (complete with a Chevy 350
engine), a Ford Mustang, an Acura Integra, a Mazda 626, a Toyota pickup
and a Cadillac.

Even though Shirley had mentioned that they had no idea where Long
Beach was, the Esprit was seen passing the group prior to Olympia at a
rather rapid rate. It was next seen at a rest area with the engine
cover up and Duaine and Gary looking for the engine. I guess they found
it. As a short time later, while I was trying to figure out how to get
back to them, the red Esprit once again passed us like we were standing
still. Later I found out that the car was not running just right and it
was thought that it might need a good blowing out.

When we reached Long Beach, we once again fell back on tradition. We
gathered in one of the rooms with snacks and wine and discussed at
length room assignments and what we were to do today. After a while we
settled the room assignments and decided to tour the town.

Arriving in town we discovered that Bob had misplaced Gayle as she
had left earlier to get her car washed. Loyal as always, after a brief
search, we all proceeded to inspect every item in every store in town.
This continued until we found the Go~Kart track. By some stroke of
luck, Gayle happened by at this very time and was reunited with the
group (the car was still dirty).

Naturally, being a car club we felt it was our duty to show the world
how to drive go-karts. Shirley proceeded to pass most of the natives
while remaining extremely lady-like. Nikki and myself, however, set out
and established new track records.



Nikki became the first person ever to whip a kart into the pits in
the middle of a session for a unscheduled pitstop expecting a four tire
change. Meanwhile, I now hold the most black flags in one session. In
truth though I must admit that the track does not own a black flag, the
proprietor just shouts loudly whenever he perceives you are breaking a
rule. I received five of these shouts in one session. I still say that
when all else fails it’s perfectly okay to bang your way to the front
{(Gary on the other hand did it with finesse and skill). I also deny
that when I get into a kart I become overly aggressive and out of
control!

- The rest of the day was spent eating, shopping, eating, swimming,
eating, hot tubbing, eating and beach combing. That evening we gathered
in the main room once again and snacked, had some wine and enjoyed each
others company.

In the morning we once more enjoyed the beach and of course ate
again. That afternoon we finally got Jim the ice cream cone he kept
whining about the day before and then parted company for our various
routes home.

On our way home we once again spotted the red Esprit alongside the
highway just before Raymond where an unfortunate State Patrol officer
was apparently asking for assistance. At least I think he was lost as
it looked like the driver of the Esprit was writing out instructions on
the officers notepad when we went past.

By the way Dave, even if you and Alice couldn’t make the trip, your
book did. I believe this makes it the most traveled book in the club’s
history. My thanks to Nikki for the great job she did arranging the
trip and the housing.

Lotus Elan Wins Prestigious British Design Council Award
by Lotus Cars USA, Inc.

Hethel, England -- The new Lotus Elan Convertible has won the
prestigious 1991 British Design Council Award. The award is presented
annually for a single product that combines outstanding design,
performance, innovation, safety, reliability, ease-of-use, value-for-
money and appearance. '

The award, presented earlier this month at the Design Council
headquarters in London, was accepted by Group Lotus Managing Director
Michael Kimberley. "The new Lotus Elan has been a remarkable
achievement," said Ronald Foster, President and CEO, Lotus Cars USA,

Inc. "Design conception to Job One took less than three years and
included the construction of an entirely new plant and manufacturing
facility.

The car was launched in the U.K. and most European countries early in
1990 and became an immediate success. Key motoring journalists have
enthused about its styling, performance, ride and handling, user-
friendliness and overall driving enjoyment. After significant
enhancements to the Elan’s exterior and interior design, suspension
geometry, wheels and tires, Lotus Cars USA launched the convertible to
the American market in February 1991 to rave reviews.

e



Northwest Alfa Romeo Club Track Evening at SIR
by Marilyn Williams, Competition Chair for the NWARC

It is our pleasure to invite the Evergreen Lotus Car Club to join our
club for an afternoon and evening of driving practice at Seattle
International Raceway on Wednesday, June 5th, starting at 4:00pm.

We anticipate that we can begin driving as soon after 4:00pm as we
have a quorum, which is enough people to work the corners and enough
cars teched and ready to roll. With lots of daylight at this time of
year, we will continue until dusk, and we expect that plenty of driving
time is virtually assured.

Our costs for the track date have suffered only a modest increase and
we are able to offer entry fees unchanged from 1990. This is
undoubtedly going to change for events later in the year, but the entry
fees for this event are:

NWARC members and Canadian Affiliates;

Preregistration $40.00
Day of Event $55.00
Invited Marque Club Members;
Preregistration $55.00
Day of Event $70.00

Invited Marque Club members are required to drive a car of their
marque.

There are a few participant rules for this event and they include:

1) Alcohol and drugs are strictly prohibited.

2) Helmets (1975 or later Snell rating) are required for driver and
passengers. Eye protection is required for drivers and passengers
of open cars (glasses suffice).

3) Open cars must have a roll bar. If you are fitting a roll bar for
NWARC events, contact me (Marilyn Williams) at (206) 935-3979 for
specifications.

4) Factory installed three-point seatbelts or five-point racing
harnesses are required.

5) All drivers are required to attend a driver’s meeting at the track.

6) All drivers are required to work turns at some time during the
event.

7) Anyone who has not previously driven SIR with this Club will drive
accompanied by an experienced driver from this Club until approved
to drive unaccompanied.

We may be able to organize technical inspections the weekend before
this date which would help minimize bureaucracy at the track. We will
try to accomodate all levels of driving experience and will consider a
'strictly novice’ session and/or some informal instruction if demand is
sufficient.

If there are any questions, 1’1l be happy to hear from you. Marilyn
Williams, (206) 935-3979. See you on June 5th at 4:00pm!
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Registrations must be postmarked by May 27th to qualify for the
preregistration fee.

Mail your entry with a check payable to NWARC to:
Kim Buty, NWARC Treasurer, 8315 Jones NW, Seattle, WA, 98117

Name(s):

Address:

City: State: MailCode:

Phone: Club Name: -

Marque: Model:

Have you driven SIR with this club before? Yes:___  No:_

March Meeting by Bob Cross

On March 16th, Gayle Hart and I hosted the Evergreen Lotus Car Club
at Gayle’s apartment. The weather was perfect, possibly helping with
the great turn-out of cars - three Esprits, one Elan, one Elan+2, and a
Super 7. Parking was at a premium, but we managed to squeeze them all
in.

Our guest speakers were Joy Cottier and Karen Babb of the Western
Washington Sports Car Council. Both of these women are top-notch
driver/instructors in Autocross and Solo II events. Joy described what
Solo Il is and that learning how your car handles can help you in ’real
world’ situations. She went on to explain the competitive nature of the
sport which has kept her interested for the past 18 years. Karen Babb
competes regularly with her husband Ron in their well-prepared Elan.
~ Several weeks later on April 6th, Bob Crichton (Super 7), Greg
Whitten (Turbo Esprit X180R) and myself (Europa S1) attended the Novice
Drivers School. After about two and a half hours of classroom
discussion, we went out on the track to practice and get some practical
driving experience. All driving is one car at a time against the clock.
Bob Crichton, driver par excellant, blew the socks off of Porches,
Alfa’s, an Eagle Talon, a Corvette and a Ferrari.

A good time was had by all.



Syncro Niceties by Bob Parry
Reprinted from The Lotus Position, Newsletter of Club Lotus NW

Better than flouride, these devices fight premature tooth decay.

The lowly gearbox is one of the least understood parts of an
automobile. Not only is it buried deep within the bowels of the car,
not easily removed for casual inspection, but lacks the glamour and
excitement that draws otherwise sane individuals to tear apart their
engines just to see what's inside. The Chinese puzzle that lurks in
every transmission is a challenge to every mechanic to either take very
good notes during disassembly or to mentally engineer every part as it
is installed. Not unlike snowflakes, every transmission is different.
Subtle changes in gear teeth angle, snap ring widths, shifter fork
thicknesses, thrust bearing materials, different lockout mechanisms are
but a few of the many upgrades that engineers use to prove their worth.
Woe to him who dares to make ’'one out of two’ or to one naive enough to
think that he will get all the right parts by simply giving the dealer
(there are virtually no aftermarket transmission parts) the correct year
and model of the car., But I digress.

This article is not about rebuilding transmissions, but is about
understanding them well enough to- use them effectively. Foregoing all
talk of determining optimum gear ratios and theoretical discussions of
Rockwell hardness measurements, we will simply cut to the quick and try
to understand the function and operation of THE SYNCHRONIZERS.

In the prehistoric days before synchros, aborigines (and other Brits)
used to shift their gears by actually sliding the loadbearing gear in
and out of mesh with its mate. The splines on the shaft and in the
center of the gesr would keep the gesr turning with the shaft and yet
allow the gear to slide longitudinally along the shaft. The problem
with this (actually there are many problems) is that of matching the
differing speeds of the two gears to be meshed.

The reason we need to shift in the first place is to keep the engine
within its torque range as the car varies its road speed. For this
discussion, let’s break the car down to its three basic components; the
engine, the transmission input and countershaft assemblies, and the
output shaft. The input shaft assembly is the majority of transmission
pieces that are almost always rotating like crazy within the gearbox.
The output shaft speed will vary as a direct result of road speed.

In a modern (post-Spridget) gearbox, all the gears, with the
exception of Reverse, are constantly meshed with their counterparts on
the countershaft. The gears are always rotating at different speeds on
the output shaft. When you ’shift into a gear’, you are actually
locking that gear to the output shaft. The trick, then, during the
shift is to get the output shaft and the gear to be going the same speed
for their moment of ecstasy.

To get two assemblies that are turning at different speeds to unite,
one of the assemblies must either speed up or the other must slow down.
In our example, for the output shaft to change for the shift, the car
must dramatically change speed. This is not desirable. Varying the
input shaft speed is a lot easier. For an upshift, we want to slow the
input shaft assembly so that the next gear is the same speed as the
output shaft. Using the clutch to disconnect the engine from the input
shaft, we simply let the input shaft slow due to lack of power. At



precisely the right moment, we slide the sliding sleeve that is splined
to the output shaft into the side of the gear, so that the sleeve is
splined to both pieces at once. If our timing is good, the splines line
up perfectly and there is no protest from the underside. Maybe we can
do it a second time. It won’t be long, however, before the leading
edges of the splines meet at greatly differing speeds and the infamous
'chirp’ is heard. Thus the synchronizer assembly was born.

The obvious job of the synchros is to match the speeds of the gears
to the output shaft. A lessor known, but equally important, task of the
synchronizers is to prevent the shift until the speed is synchronized.
That balky feeling as you are making the shift is not a synchro going
bad, but a synchro doing its job of preventing a badly timed shift until
conditions are more favorable.

a = cone and splines on side of gear
b = brass synchronizer ring

h = sliding sleeve

| = Inserts

I = spring

g = hub

The car is “in gear” when “a” is locked to “g”

The brass synchro ring has a conical interior that almost matches the
conical protrusion on the gear. When the brass ring is pushed against
the steel cone of the gear, the friction causes the two to grab onto
each other. (As the brass ring wears, it expands so that it can slide
over the gear cone without friction.) The brass synchro ring is not
free to rotate on the output shaft and therefore causes the gear (and
the countershaft and the input shaft and the clutch disc) to rotate with
the output shaft. The synchro ring causes the gear (et al) to speed up
for a downshift and to slow down for an upshift.

Once the speeds are matched, the brass ring needs to get out of the
way so that the sleeve (that was pushing it into the gear) can continue
its travel and mate with the splines on the side of the gear. This is
accomplished by cleverly using spring-loaded inserts to push the brass
ring. When the sgleeve starts moving toward the gear (because you are
moving the shift lever which moves the shift fork and sleeve) the
inserts push on the brass ring. It is at this point that the
preventative nature of the synchro design comes into play.

When the ring first contacted the gear cone, it grabbed on and
started to turn with the gear. After about ten degrees of rotation, it
is stopped by its internal notches banging against the side of the
inserts inside the sliding sleeve. The synchro ring has splines around



its periphery that match the splines on both the inside of the sleeve
and those on the side of the gear. That ten degrees that the synchro
ring rotated when it grabbed the gear is just enough so that its splines
are directly in the path of the splines on the sleeve as they try to
mesh with those on the gear. The shift cannot be completed until the
synchro ring can be rotated out of the way. Luckily, this is easy when
the gear is turning the same speed as the output shaft. There is no
torque on the synchro ring under. this condition and the ring is easily
pushed aside so that its splines align with those of the sleeve and
gear. When more force is applied, the springs and inserts compress and
the sleeve continues to move toward the gear without pushing the brass
ring. The sleeve glides smoothly into mesh with the splines of the gear
and the shift is complete.

1. Driver Moves Shift Lever
2. Shift Fork Pushes Sleeve
3. Spring Holds Inserts In Groove In
Sleeve
'‘GROOVE 4 Inserts Push Brass Ring
FOR 5. Ring/Gear Cone Friction

6.

7.

8.

9.

BUMPS THAT PUSH INSERT GROOVE FOR BUMPS
INTO BRASS RING

BRASRIN S\RING

SHIFT Slows Or Speeds Gear

FORK Ring Rotates Slightly To Misalign
Splines

Friction Synchronizes

Gear To Hub/Sleeve Speed

Ring Now Free To Rotate Back To

Align Splines
EXTERNAL _
NOTCHES TO ALLOW SPLINES Spring Compresses And Sleeve

Slides Over Inserts
:fggé léSgT;JAGTIg&.]E-\?E SPLINES TO OUTPUT SHAFT 10. Sleeve Now Splined to Gear & Hub

SLIDING SLEEVE

10 STEPS TO EASIER SHIFTING

So how does all this understanding help you become a better driver?
By being sympathetic to your synchros, that’s how. There are a few
things you can do to ease the burden of the synchronizer assemblies so
that they last longer and are more effective during their normal lives.

Knowing that the input shaft assembly must slow during an upshift, we
can help it along by giving it some time in Neutral in the middle of the
shift. Simply depressing the clutch pedal during a shift does not allow
the gears to slow because the output shaft continues to turn them. By
hesitating briefly in Neutral during the shift, we disconnect the gears
from the output shaft and the gears slow to match the output shaft’s
speed. The synchro does not need to do anything.

Downshifts are another story. To match speeds, the input shaft
assembly must be speeded up. This can only be done by using the engine
to increase the gears’ speed. And again, we must be in Neutral. The
trick here is that we first depress the clutch pedal to shift out of the
higher gear into Neutral. We must then release the clutch pedal to
connect the engine to the input shaft assembly so we can increase its
speed. When the engine/input shaft/gear speed is as high or a little
higher than the output shaft’s, we depress the clutch pedal and move the
sleeve from Neutral into mesh with the lower gear splines. To be nice
to the clutch disc at this point we match the engine speed to the output
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shaft/input shaft speed and release the clutch pedal. A word of caution
here. This double-clutching is gentle to the synchros if done properly,
but if done awkwardly probably causes more damage than it avoids.

Remember that part about how the synchro insert springs compressed
and let the sleeve travel into mesh with the gear splines? 1f by some
fluke the splines did not mesh crisply, you must go back to Neutral and
start over. Once the springs compress, the brass synchro ring cannot be
pressed against the gear cone. Sliding the sleeve back to the Neutral
position resets the synchros for another try.

If the synchros seem to be fighting you during a shift, perform a
simple test. With the transmission in Neutral and the engine running,
step on the clutch pedal and move the lever almost into the Reverse
position. If there is any grinding as the Reverse gears collide, the
problem is in the clutch release mechanism. Air in the hydraulic
release system will limit the throwout bearing travel causing the input
shaft assembly to keep on turning when it should be stationary. With
the non-synchro Reverse gears this causes gnashing of the teeth. In the
other gears the synchros just do their job and try to prevent the shift
from occuring. This action causes the resistance that is felt in the
shift lever. :

Armed with all this knowledge, you should be able to never see the
insides of your gearbox. A little knowledge of tranny operation while
in the driver’s seat will prevent the need for a lot of knowledge of
tranny repair.

Okay everyone, its time to turn your newsletter sideways as I got
short on time (ie. lazy) and just used the next item as is.
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Lotus Makes Successful Comebhck - Racing in America
by Lotus Cars USA, Inc.

Lotus will return to the race tracks and street courses of America
campaigning three 1991 Lotus Esprit Turbo SE race cars.

Sports is at a time where it is fashionable for making comebacks,
with the likes of Mark Spitz and George Foreman making headlines.
However, Lotus beat everyone to the winners circle in 1990, winning four
races, 8ix pole positions, three top ten finishes and three top five
finishes after a 25 year absence from American road racing.

- The 1991 Lotusport Team will return to Sears Point Raceway on May
4th, and will attempt to repeat its historical winning performance of
1990. With only fourteen laps of testing before the season’s first race
at Sears Point Raceway, a Lotus Esprit Turbo SE qualified fifth and went
on to win, adding yet another notch in Lotus racing history.

The elite Lotus team will once again compete against a full field of
American and imported car manufacturers battling for the Manufacturers,
Drivers and Team Championship titles. Lotusport, Inc., from Atlanta,
Georgia owns and operates the three car team and will campaign them in
the 1991 Sports Car Club of America (SCCA) Escort World Challenge
Series.

The 1991 driver lineup will include stars that have winning results
on and off the track. Doc Bundy, who finished second in the 1990 point
chase will be joined by professional drivers and actors Paul Newman,
Bobby Carradine and Michael Brockman. Bundy’s teammates have extensive
racing and winning experience as professional race car drivers. The
star studded team will surely provide American racing enthusiasts with
an exciting show on and off the track in the ten race series.

Carradine, Newman and Brockman have competed in American and imported
cars - the same cars, as Lotus drivers, that they will now compete
against.

Lotus Cars USA, Inc., in Lawrenceville, Georgia, and Lotus Cars and
Engineering, in Norfolk, England will provide technical support to the
team. Former Formula One driver, John Miles will also be on staff to
once again provide the team with his valuable engineering and driving
talent. Miles returned to racing in 1990 with the 24-Hours of Mosport
in a Lotus Esprit. The Lotus Team finished sixth after entering the
first 24-Hour race since the last 24-Hour win for Lotus at Le Mans in
1964. ¢

"For years Lotus road cars have benefitted from on-track experience.
We have already made changes to our production cars with the knowledge
that we obtained from the 1990 racing season,”" said Lotus Cars USA,
Inc., President Ronald Foster.

Carradine summarized his involvement with the Lotusport Team: "I
think it’s really great to drive a car as special as a Lotus. It really
stands alone on and off the track with its’ aerodynamic look and its
fast pace. My goal this year is to repeat the 1990 winning performance,
keep it up front, and get Lotus to the winners circle.”



Editor’s Notes and FYI by Jim Taylor

At the expense of seeming redundant, the Morgan Club really knows how
to have a good time! 1I’d also forgotten how great it is to travel
around in a convertible (Bob’s Super 7). The smells, the subtle changes
in air temperature, the sounds. Yup, it was a great day full of fun and
relaxing things to do. Although, the rally was rather intense. Since
we decided early on that we weren’t going to win on the basis of time
alone, we elected to try and answer as many of the questions about
things seen along the rally route as possible. We got second place, so
I guess we did something right!

At the March meeting hosted by Bob Cross and Gayle Hart, it was a
real treat to have Joy Cottier and Karen Babb come and tell us about
Autocross and Solo II racing. They are both extremely knowledgeable and
a lot of fun to talk to. They’ve got lots of car stories too! So, if a
two or three year old red Toyota MR2 with a SCCA Solo II sticker in the
window comes up along side you with a woman with short brown hair
driving you’d better just wave and hope she doesn’t want to do some
speedy road work because you’ll be bringing up the rear.

I also went on the Ocean trip to Longbeach (I’m the Toyota pickup
driver whining about not getting my ice cream cone). The weather was
about as perfect as it gets at the ocean, it was overcast, it wasn’t
real windy and it wasn’t raining. We hit all of the stores and
curiosity shops that Longbeach had to offer. Nikki kept raving about
the ice cream at this one particular restaurant (Milton’s, I think) but
for some reason we just didn’t seem to get near there until dinner.
Actually, it’s where we ate dinner, but by then I was too full for ice
cream. Besides how would I have been able to snack and drink wine later
on with all of that ice cream filling up the last empty space in my
stomach. So I had to keep on whining, just to give John something to
write about. As he said, it was a lot of fun and I enjoyed listening to
the tales spun by the others. 1’ll definitely be going again next year.

Last time I told you that I had bought a 1974 Elite, well I tried to
get it ready in time to drive to the ocean but ran into a small problem
(I know, what’d I expect, after all its a Lotus right?). Well, my
problem didn’t have anything to do with the manufacturer of the car. I
got it running and actual drove it for a few miles. I then started
.looking into some of the smaller problems when I tried to get one of the
switches on the middle console to stay in place, but it just kept
popping back out. So I pulled it the rest of the way out and took a
look in the hole. Brown stuff? There was what looked like insulation
behind the center console. Hmmm, interesting. I then pulled some of it
“out. Carpet? Brown carpet!? I would have given anything to see the
look on my face when I realized that all of the carpet that was missing
from the floors of the Elite was now behind the dashboard!!! It would
seem that a family, no, an entire city of mice took up residence in the
car while it was parked for an extended period of time. Neither the
previous owner nor myself had any idea of the extent of this mouse
habitat. Anyway, not only was it behind the dashboard, but it was also
in the heating/air conditioning system too! I ended up removing the
entire dashboard and heating system in order to clean it out and to get
rid of the smell of them living there for the past three years. So
needless to say this took a little too long to clean-up and I wasn’t



able to drive it to the ocean. You know what they say about the best E

laid plans of mice and men (sorry, but I just had to say it).

For the Club’s annual picnic, Terry is planning on asking the members
of the Portland and Vancouver, BC clubs to come up and join in on the
festivities. Looks like it could be a big bash, with lots of Lotus to
look at. More details in the next Newsletter.

There is a definite lack of business advertising in our Newsletter.
This isn’t a big deal, as we don’t necessarily need the money, but it
sure couldn’t hurt. 8So, I am going to let you know what a business
advertisement costs. Up to a half page of advertising is allowed to
Club Members for free. A full page would be $15 for members. For non-
members the charge for a full page ad is $30, a half page would go for
$15 which is the minimum dollar amount, but the ad could be smaller.

And I don’t see any reason that the ad’s have to pertain to cars, it
could be plumbing, landscaping or whatever. Of course, ad’s by private
parties who are buying and selling cars or parts will be put into the
newsletter for free. Speaking of which, here comes one now - For Sale:
Ford 1500 bottom end; 6-bolt crank, never turned; 1500 block, sonic
checked, never bored; four 125E rods, with pistons; $475.00 also misc
Lotus Cortina parts, call Toby at (415) 861-5220.

In the previous Newsletter I mentioned that each past and present
member will be getting a call from one of the current members. This
will happen eventually, but I haven’t gotten around to getting a list of
members by zip code for Bob to give out to the volunteers yet. Someday
soon, I think.

The June meeting has been changed to the 23rd at Duaine and Shirley
Urguhart’s home. They used to be involved in hydroplane racing, go-kart
racing, you get the picture, definitely a fun and interesting couple and
I think the meeting will probably follow along those same lines.

The September meeting is going to be rescheduled so that the Club can
attend the AutoGear Car Show at the Overlake Shopping Center. Last
year, which was the first time that they did this, about 130 cars showed
up built by car companies from all over the world, from Ferrari’s to
Model T’s. Evergreen Lotus is going to participate in this year’s show.
It will be on September 21st from 10:00am to 4:00pm with the cars being
setup between 9:00 and 9:30am. There will be a $5 entry fee this year
which is being used by AutoGear to cover its’ expenses for the numerous
prizes which it will give out at the show. Further details will show up
here as the date gets closer.

The meeting for May also has a small change, members are to meet at
the Maltby cafe at 7:00 am (which is when it opens) for coffee and
cinnamon rolls. All of those going to the All British Field Meet in
Vancouver, BC will leave promptly at 7:30 so that the cars being entered
can get there in time to get setup in the Van Dusen Gardens. I went
last year and enjoyed the gardens and the cars. If you go, take a
picnic lunch as there aren’t any places to eat close by. The restaurant
at the Gardens is a little pricey but the food was excellent when I went
last year.

Also a word of warning, please have a look at the Calendar of Events
each time you get a Newsletter as there may be changes that I have
forgotten to specifically mention that will show up in the Calendar.



. next two events are kind of far away but "ya never know" so if
at to attend please call Terry Elmore or myself for the details
.ntry forms. The first is the Chilliwack Rotary Club’s Vintage Car

4 Concours D’Elegance being held in, you guessed it, Chilliwack BC at

.e Minter Gardens. Its on Sunday, June 16th with overnight parking and
cooms available for Saturday night. The second event is a Lotus track
day sponsored by the Golden Gate Lotus Club at Laguna Seca Raceway in
Monterey, California. It is on June 14th and the entry deadline is May
15th.

A bit of racing news, at the Formula One race in San Marino on April
28th, Lotus finished 5th and 6th, by drivers Mika Hakkinen and Julian
Bailey respectively.

And speaking of racing, I have included in the Newsletter’s Calendar
of Events all of the SCCA Northwest Region Solo II events scheduled for
this year. If you have further questions, contact our Club’s Solo II
expert, Bob Crichton. There is also an up-to-date hotline for local
SCCA events, the number is: 255-0658.

On the Vintage Racing scene, there is a race scheduled at PIR on July
12th thru the 14th, which is a Friday thru Sunday with Friday being a
practice day. Pre-entry to this event is half-price. Another vintage
race is scheduled for July 6th and 7th at SIR. There will also be a car
show of the various marques setup in addition to the Vintage Racing.
Please call Terry Elmore for the details on price and so forth for
either of these events.

Cutaway drawing of
the Lotus Elite.
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LOTUS Car Club
of British Columbia

SUNDAY JUNE 2, 1991
at Bridgepoint Market

8811 River Road, Richmond, B.C.

™ The Lotus Car Club of B.C. presents the Lotus Vintage Challenge slalom. This one day event wnII
- x be limited to 75 cars in order to guarantee 3 runs per car.

o Pre -registration is strongly suggested. Each car entry will be required to pass CASC safety jy My
o mspectnons This event is sanctioned by the CASC and will be run under its genera! competition g
® rules. Registration and Inspection will close, as of the first run.

SCHEDULE
Registration Opens............cccveniiisnninsnsnssncnnssnnnns 8:15a.m.
Driver's Meeting ............cccecervverrcnenssnsssncssnncssscensrecnes 9:30 a.m.
First RUN......ciiciiiinrnninnninnnncennssmssinennsssssnaninnenes 10:00 a.m.

Trophy Presentation scheduled after last run.

REGISTRATION FEE
Pre-registration until May 15................... $15.00 + day licence
On Day of Event..........ccceeerreereneneensnecenas ..$17.00 + day licence

For additional information call Martin Wilson at 583-3647
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PRE-REGISTRATION FORM .

NEBMO ....ouviecrrninnniesnresee s srse e esan renesaeseseseases PhONG: ... itistnsassnsissssisnemnnrasmsnesnassansasserassnessassnsssassssss ::

AGGIESS ..o e e oo seesrsersresesess s e s e e e s e e et st et e -

MK Of Y ..c..cscssesstssasessremrrees MOGB ..ot T R -

Car LICONCO...cou.eceeeresrirseeassissasesssnsasersssssssncssssssssssrassassssossessasesssss DIVEI'S LICONCH......creeersrecseeresesiarsansassnsansasransassssnsrasansassssnessssces ::

-.

CIUD ABIBBION e srsssessns st s s s Competition Licence [ Yes [INo g8

Cheque Payable to Lotus Car Club of B.C. P.O. Box 46467, Station G, Vanoouver, B.C. V6R 4G7 "
u
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May Meeting and drive
to ABFM in Vancouver st

Saturday the 18tk at 7:00am
meet at the Maltby Cafe
8809 Maltby Road
Snohczish, WA.
Bob: (206) 668-6841

leaving at 7:30am

June Meeting

Sunday the 23rd at 1:00pm
Duaine and Shirley Urguhart
26424 148th SE

Kent, WA 49047

(206) 631-9540

Club Officers: , . ;
Bob Crichton, Chairman, 668-6841; Terry Elmore, Club Liaisop, 334-5768
Nikki Daniels, Membership, 788-2729; Jim Taylor, 1ew" ette, 232-2237 |
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USA ';;. USA ‘é__
Bob Crichton, Chairman k h g
14529 99th Avenue SE
Snohomish, WA. 98290
FIRST CIL.ASS MAITL.

Dec 1991

Dave Larson

Alice

14125 SW Caster Road
Vashon Island, WA. 98070
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