
To use a popular catch phrase from one of 
the major fi nancial channels, “Do you know 
where your money is?” I certainly have a 
lot less of it lately, and am not particularly 
pleased about “adding lightness” to my wallet 
as far as contents go. However, I do carry 
a carbon fi ber wallet. Ah, carbon fi ber and 
stainless steel braided fl ex hose. Two of my 
favorite things on earth. When I spotted the 
carbon wallet on Ebay (of course) I had to 
have it.
At our monthly meeting at the Tin Shop 
in Burien, the evening was winding down 
and the time had come to pay my tab. Out 
came the carbon fi ber wallet, and it was 
immediately noticed by John Schneeman. 
Out came John’s wallet. His just happened 
to be hand made by his son out of yellow 
weave carbon fi ber similar to that found in 
an F40. Great minds think alike, as they say! 
But maybe we both have lost ours slightly, 
but in a good way.
Not to be outdone, Mark Gleason pulled 
out his wallet and announced that it was 
made from a real cow! More like Holy Cow. 
Anyone remember the Seinfeld episode about 
George’s two-inch thick wallet crammed 
with every card and document he ever had in 
his life? Well, Mark’s was similar and I think 
it has been passed down a few generations 
since being made by Buford “Mad Dog” 
Gleason after he accidentally shot Bessie the 
family bovine many years back.
I mentioned that Father’s Day was coming 
up, and maybe it was time for a new one from 
a family member. My comment was met with 
the most pained expression, as if “Don’t give 
anyone any ideas!”. Th e comfort zone level 
had been crossed. Sometimes change is not 
a good thing.
To catch up on events, Roger and Sue Ann 
Croshaw hosted a very pleasant Movie Night 
on April 18. Th e highlight of the evening was 
a tour of Roger’s boat (Shazam III?) docked 
alongside their beautiful Lake Washington 

shoreline home. Not to mention Roger’s 
cool double-decker garage! Free pizza was 
furnished by the club, with Sue Ann serving 
some wonderful warm homemade cookies 
later. Th anks again to Roger and Sue Ann for 
their hospitality!
Th e Vancouver ABFM on May 16th was 
a success. Doug will probably write an 
article about it and his Elite in this issue. 
I didn’t attend, as I went with my son and 
two grandsons (recently now a third!) to 
General Aviation Day at the Flying Heritage 
Collection. Great fun with three P-51 
Mustangs and the P-47 Th underbolt fl ying 
and about 100 varied vintage aircraft and 
helicopters on display. Fly Days will run all 
summer and early fall on Saturdays, weather 
permitting.
We visited Randall Fehr’s shop for a dose of 
vintage Lotus restoration on June 13th. Th e 
SOVREN Historic Races are happening July 
3-5th and hopefully everyone pre-ordered 
their car corral tickets. We didn’t make the 
Checkered Flag Club this year, which is a bit 
disappointing, but understandable due to the 
economy. We raised just over $300 though, 
and every little bit helps out. Th anks to all 
that contributed.
Th e Bellevue ABFM also had a good turn 
out on Saturday July 25th. Th e Club Summer 
BBQ on Aug. 1st hosted by James and Kat 
Ochs at their new home in Sumner didn’t 
get the turn-out we would have liked, but 
was a great time anyway. By the time you 
read this, Don Christopher will again try his 
luck at hosting his Mountain Loop Drive 
on August 15th. Randall has been working 
on Don’s Seven, so this time there should be 
no mechanical glitches!?! Also, the San Juan 
Concours event is on Sunday Aug. 30th this 
year. Maybe we can make that a calendar 
event too.
   -- Mark Sterner, ELCC Chair
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WHAT IS IT?
Evergreen Lotus Car Club
P.O. Box 40481
Bellevue, WA 98015-4481

RAMBLINGS FROM THE CHAIR



Lotus Lines is the offi  cial newsletter of the evergreen lotus 
car club. opinions expressed in Lotus Lines are those of the 
author and do not necessarily represent those of the elcc or 
its offi  cers. Use all techni-cal information at your own risk. 
Please submit all articles, art work, and photographs to the 
Editor. All other offi  cial business should be directed to the 
chairman. Other Lotus clubs are welcome to use the mate-
rial printed in Lotus Lines, provided that the ELCC, Lotus 
Lines and the author are duly credited. Th e ELCC is not af-
fi liated with and does not represent Lotus Cars Ltd., Group 
Lotus, Team Lotus, or any Lotus related organization. 
Membership in the ELCC is $20/year, with the member-
ship year starting in January, and is prorated in three month 
increments. Membership includes a club roster and a 
subscription to Lotus Lines.
Contact the Editor for business ads rates in Lotus Lines.
Contact ELCC at:

Evergreen Lotus Car Club
P.O. Box 40481
Bellevue, WA 98015-4481
http://www.elcc.org

Th e ELCC Offi  cers are elected bi-annually and currently 
those offi  cers are:
Chairman: Mark Sterner (206)870-0359
  chair@elcc.org
Membership:  Alan Perry (206)855-9464
  alanp@snowmoose.com
Treasurer:  Andy Keck (206)390-3870
  andykeck@mac.com
Editor:  Robert Vets (206)669-8444
  editor@elcc.org
Advertising: Sean Lane (206)686-7326
  classifi eds@elcc.org
Printed By K&H Printers
Layout by Jessica Vets Design - jvets15@mac.com

Last Issue’s Trivia Question: How long have the ELCC 
dues been $20 per year?
About 17 years !   How’s that for value for your money? Classifi ed advertisements are free for ELCC members, and 

pricing for non-members is available on request.  For adding 
or removing advertisements, please send them via email 
to classifi eds@elcc.org or by calling (206) 686-7326 by the 
10th of each month.    

1974 Europa Special. Failing eyesight forces sale. Twin Cam 
engine rebuilt to standard specifi cations all receipts available, 
most mechanicals complete, new radiator, front calipers rear 
brake cylinders, needs interior, brake master cylinder, minor 
wiring, and paint. Few if any missing parts. New Panasport 
wheels with new tires, Optima battery, new windshield 
in the box, and other new parts. Car has 27,000+ original 
miles, just needs someone who can see to complete the 
restoration. Photos available, car is in Tacoma, contact Steve 
at 253-304-9669 or via e-mail kaminiki@clearwire.net
-- 
1985 Lotus Turbo Esprit.  45K miles.  Used as a 
regular driver, Lotus maintained, BRG/Gold, BBS 
wheels, CD, A/C, $14,800.  Robert Ewens (509)447-
3344 (home) or (509)280-2478 (cell). 
-- 
Looking for a Lotus car or parts?  Th e below ads have been 
spotted in various sources.   Note: Th e below ads have no 
known affi  liation with, nor are endorsed by, the ELCC.  
Th is info is being provided to assist members in their search 
for cars and parts.      

1977 Lotus Esprit S1 - $13500 (Vancouver).   Restored engine 
by Paul Silva, many 2.2 upgrades.  Original Wolfrace wheels.  
Red paint in good condition.  Interior could use some work.  
Gordon E - Cell (604) 771-7526 or hebetheman@yahoo.com.
--
1972 Lotus Elan Plus 2S/130 with the Big Value Lotus twim 
cam engine - $11K (Northgate). unrestored car that runs 
ok.  Car is very complete. All the hard to fi nd trim pieces 
are there and in good shape.  Th e electrical has been sorted.  
Rare factory option alloy wheels. Th e paint is holding up 
well, repainted, but typical spider cracks are visible when you 
look closely.  Email sale-kcfqv-1312927830@craigslist.org
--
1991 Lotus Elan (M100) SE Turbo convertible - $18,000 
CAD (Victoria, Canada).  BRG, 27K miles. Th is Elan 
is one of only 539 imported into North America and 
one of only 25 painted in the historic British racing 
green.    Email sale-zkbts-1290098071@craigslist.org
--

What was it?
Th is is this year’s Formula Technical controvesy, the 
double diff user. Th is particular 
photograph is of Nico Rosberg’s 
Williams FW31, one of several 
teams that started the season with 
the downforce generating system 
having found a loop-hole in the 
rules that led to the somewhat odd 
looking rear and front wings. We 
don’t know who discovered the 
loop-hole, but I’m pretty sure it 
was the Brits.

Classifi ed Advertisements

Racing Clubs
BSCC: Bremerton Sports Car Club
360-697-1761v http://www.bscc.net
CSCC: Cascade Sports Car Club, Portland, OR
503-543-8161 http://www.cascadesportscarclub.org
IRDC: International Race Drivers Club, Seattle, WA
206-781-8199  http://www.irdc-racing.com
ICSCC: International Conference of Sports Car Clubs
425-226-1338  http://www.icscc.com
SCCA: Sports Car Club of America, NW Region
206-292-0500  http://www.nwr-scca.org
SCCBC: Sports Car Club of British Columbia
604-824-7277  http://www.sccbc.net
SOVREN: Society of Vintage Racing Enthusiasts
206-232-4644  http://www.sovren.org
TC: Team Continental, Portland, OR
503-645-9058  http://www.teamcontinental.com
Car Clubs
ACNW: Audi Club Northwest

http://www.audiclubnw.org
BMWCCA: BMW Car Club - Puget Sound Region
425-481-9571 http://www.bmwpugetsound.com
CMCS: Corvette Marque Club of Seattle
425-486-2309 http://www.corvettemarqueclub.com
NWARC: Northwest Alfa Romeo Club
360-766-4405 http://www.nwalfaclub.com
WWSCC: Western Washington Sports Car Council
206-255-0658 http://www.wwscc.org

POST EVENT DETAILS
GAS WORKS MEET AND GREET
In early May we had an impromptu Lotus Elise/Exige 
meet and great at Gas Works Park on Saturday morning. 
Six members stopped by kicked the tires, swapped stories, 
checked out each other’s cars and left a line of cars for the 
morning park goers to check out for about an hour. It was 
a casual morning venture and really the last time this year I 
took my Elise out for a ride, other than the daily commute.

Contribute to Lotus Lines
Submit articles by the 10th of the month to get them into that 
month’s issue. Submit often, let us know what you’re up to 
with your ride. Remember, Lotus has spanned the automotive 
world in many ways, you don’t need a supercharged Exige, a 
historic seven, or an elegant Elan to be part of the Lotus 
world.

GET INVOLVED
HOST an EVENT (Mark, Alan, or Andy will 
help you out, just come up with an idea)



EVENT DETAILS
Lotus Lines has not been able to keep on top 
of the various club events, lacking an event 
editor or co-ordinator.  We welcome a volnteer 
to bring this section back to life for members. 
Meanwhile, the ELCC website has the most 
up-to-date information on events. 

The 2009 Concours d’Elegance 
of the San Juan Islands
When: August 30, 2009, from 11 AM till 3:30 PM; Entrants 
should have their cars in place by 10:30 AM. Th e weekend 
begins with a picnic and Island Tour for entrants on Saturday 
the 29th, followed by dinner at the Yacht Club.

A Registration Form and event details posted at:
http://www.sanjuanconcours.org. 

If you need a place to stay for the night of the 29th, please 
email Chris Curtin (‘05 Elise) at ccurtin@rockisland.com.  

EVENT DETAILS
Portland All British 
Field Meet/SOVREN 
Vintage races & Greg 
Paris Elite Collection 
Tour and BBQ
When: September 5th, 2009
Where: ABFM at Portland 
International Raceway and Greg 
Paris’ home. More details later.

Time: Cars need to be registered and on the fi eld between 8 
and 10AM. BBQ and tour at Greg’s home will follow after 
Saturday afternoon’s ABFM awards ceremony. Mark Gleason 
has done a lot of research planning a drive route and weekend 
activities regarding the Portland, Oregon ABFM Labor Day 
weekend event, Sept. 4th-7th.His greatly appreciated work 
was sent out in a previous message from our Google Group. 
He may be contacted

for more details see all about events online at ELCC.org

CALENDAR 
QUESTION 
ELCC Member Fred 
McDonald pointed out that a 
number of features that appear 
inconsistent with Lotus Type 
23 that appeared in the club’s 
calendar for June. Fred called 
one Saturday afternoon to say 
that based on the 23 that he’s 
been restoring, there is appears 
to be something amiss.
     1. Th e central shifter 
tunnel that is big enough for 
a transmission and drive shaft 
which suggests front engine, 
rear drive confi guration.
     2. Th e body panel line forward 
of the windshield suggests 
a hood for a front mounted 
engine. Th ere appears to be 
leather hold down straps.
     3. My attached picture of the 23 cockpit shows the panel 
structure continuing down the sides and across the bottom.

     4. Since the 23 has the drive train completely behind the 
seats, the fl oor is completely fl at.


